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Beloved, 


GOODVVIN. 
And: the Brethren of his Society. 


| He. ere eve nove Beloved) 
yeares palfed over our heads, 
jince I first obtained that good opinion 
\S from you,as to be admitted imto your So- 
eZ AN ciety, eAind I amt not flatter 
on in acknowledging, that. if I have 
rot in all this time improved my Spiri- 
tual eftate very much it not becanfe 
T have not foto doe, but becaule I have mot 
had an heart jul) to improve this opportunity, And how ever 
own ule weffe. and, indi have. obftrutted 
much of that increale which,.was» (ae in- 
tended me om your pant, yet this mutt ackngwledge.tothe 
praife of that vob and abundant grace of God that hath 
uttered st folfe among you, and hath been declared by you, 
that your lowe, diligence, fasthfulneffe, and..xeale, and the 
of God in them, fach umpreffions upon me, as 
may. well, (ad 1 doube.not. will) fand. 
wich indeared to me my days. 


for thofe Chriftian refpetts I from ob, 
have much I comla well expe 
. A 3 that 
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thie 
wages, wbencly Cand of with you 
And yet fo it ie (Belove 


habe thit publick adldreffé to you as you fee. 


al 
Nan iw 


The 


shat have not been, under stuy, temptation 


as ge wellkvow,) that feme ape 
prebenfops and impreffions of confcience.in.me, have caxfed 
me in fore things rodiffer from the. maf of fou, and have 
occafioned fome alteration in my former prattife and conver 
fation with you ; yet not withontlong confideration, and [ome 
confulration firft had with of you, smender to my 
fatlion in that wherein I doe differ. Butt traft that the 
confciences of thefe who know my compliant temper, wil be 
really with me, that from you \does 
not proceed from Aleve in me 10 defer bud from my love te 
truth as apprebended by me; my inclination otberwife firengly 
carrying me te a compliance with all men, how much more 
with you, when it may be without a breach making mpom phe 
‘Bur face bave taken the liberty to diffent fr 
i” opinion could mot bar held 


my felfe obliged, to give you an account of fome of the grounds 


apon which have dene it; which that I might 


& 
better terms then atherwife I comveniarit oppor 


ind tas winch ai ny intention herein, next nro the fer. 
vice of the trath it felfe,ss to ferve you; my hope that you 
will 43 {erioufly aud impartially intend and weigh the import 
of the matter prefentéd to your view, as I have with fiucere 
pour Benefit prepared it. 
IP wlike the inconfiderabléneffe of thé author, and thé 


+ ive improbability, that one far inferior im parts, and gifts, 


wild fee further, and difcerne more in things of this nature, 


thofe that mach tranfcend hin, will be a great sempta- 


rion you; if nor wholly to defile this piece 
of difcour|?; yet to think wii your ferions ‘thoughts. 
But I kyow, you know how to Selves ‘Aagaint 


riots confidering that it wo new thing for God, 
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re ‘gerer 
piftle Dedicatory. 
out of the mouth, of and fucklings to ordain firength, 
as well as out of the mouths of firenger men: nor fer-bim te 
put of hw treafure into earthen weak vellels; that the extellen> 
cy of its power might be the better knownetobeofGods 
nor % it any thing more then.ordinary, for him to fubjett the 
firomger to fupplies from tbe weaker. in» fome.things ; fo that 
the head fhall have no caule to fay unto che feer, 1 have.no 
need of you. Befides, bath wot the sindue admiring: of the 
learning , parts, and. abilities, even of good men themfelves 
in their gencrasions, as if they bad been cémprebenfive 
truth coming under thew comfideratin, when antag 
been tainted with. erreur and fome thi 


otherwife they woula have been? men of 
being alwayes the. forwardelt nor. fe 
reformation, they having more firength to hold ous againft 
truth, and a greater dexterily te cbfewre it both from them~ 
{elves oy by pleas, objections and fubtile diftinitions 
or involutious rather, * then men of lower parts DAVE. 
The nature of the {ubjeth Chere. sendered-t0 — 
ration) being (uch, as tends to perfwade men. tosmbrace that diftinguith and 
defpifed way, which s generally every where fpoken apsiatt, cate in things 
aid whieh is apt to, bring’ the afferrorsef st, Of 
and contempt among men, if not to expole them te fof erings Colle@ive in- 
of a worfer nature, tt may donbilelfe be a temptation’ MAN); terpretations 
montobe two inguifisive afier things of shis natur\; Oat coyet for the 
content themfelves,onely with a carjorie aed 
left otherwife ty a more sntent and smpart iat COMB” Scher hand 
jon, and a more wArrow {cruiinie into, and thoraw involving and 
mination of matters, they fbould difcever fo much lights config 
4s by which they muft be neceffitateds eyther te haxard much nes 
of their outward boner, peace, and phafperity.in the werlA in na- 
following that hgbt, or their imward peace aud trancwility.én ture, and ought 
this they do in nothing more, when in jumbling together the Legal'asid Evangelical ad~ 


> 
tained in error and {uperftitions vanities, much lomger shen 


The Epiftle Dedicatory. 
Berks concerning you my friends, who have defpiled this 
temptation in other cafes, which otherwife would have cc- 
prived you of fome other great truths of the gofpel, with which 
om are now enriched; my hope ts, that you will be the better 
prepared to refift it at this turn alle. For know je for 4 
certainty, that the confcience never hath fo rich a taft of the 
(weet and pleafane fruit of as when a mai in 
con{cience to Ged, ana love to truth, 1 welling to [uffer. and 
doth fuffer from the world in the prattice of it : this hidden 
Manna is aot tafted, fave by thofe that overcome tempi ation. 
But-why {hould not thofe that are Godly wife indced, 
over{boote the devil in his, owne bow? and rather be 
couraged to, then difcomraged from fearching into thofe 
dottrines and waies,which are difcountenanced by the werld; 
fince they are [o much the likelier to be of God - for if they 
were of the world, the world would love her owne, : 

Lt w alfo athing very ungrateful to the flefh, and herdly 
atrained without much {piritual ingenuity, for men who have 
for along time, aud with great confidence, owned, affirred. 
and pleaded the caufe of an erroneons way; afterwards to 
acknowledge their miftakes, and turn Advocates for shat, 
which with a high hand they have fomtimes oppofed. 
he that knows not how to deny bimfelf in fuch ‘thengs 
as thefe, upon convittions of ligh-; knows not how to apprev® 
bimfelf a man worthy the name of a Difeiple of Chrift ; who, 
as the faith, cannot be tuch, except he deny 
And had not ye (Beloved) learned this {piritual art lone \be~ 
fore this in ether cafes, you had never made fo heppy an 
change of Error for Truth, as now | efteem yor to have dove, 
| We have hitherto been coming out of darknefs, error, and 
fuperftstion but by degrees, and not all at once, now difcever- 
img one error, and then another ; and why then (honld not 
our former experience this wife , cdmoni(h its of not being 
toaconfident of our having now atfcovered all Satanical, Pa- 


pal, and ants-chri tian deceits, in doctrine and 
the bottome ; but rather te be jealous over our own hearts 


and 
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The Epiftle Dedicatory. 
and judgements, left fome of thofe old dregs {hould yet be 
behindet Solomon that pash c is 
fhining light, that fhineth more and more unto the perfect 
day : and yet where would there be place and opportunity of 
growing in knowledge and underftanding, if there wire wot 
occafion even for Chriftians themfelves, ever and ano to be 
changing their dark and crooked thoughts, for more lightfom 
and well reftsfied apprcheisfions ? 
Is 1s athing doubtlef[e too to incident alfo evento otherwifé 
geod men themfelves, not onely to put much of that afettion 
they bear to the erroncous things they prattife, into the 
ballance with the feeb upon which they att; by which 
means that feems to them ponderous, which etherwife in # 
felfe 1 as light as vanity ; but alfoto prefume and hope, that 
thofe feeming grounds which they bave, will excafe them 
before God in Deir way and prattife, though their copfidence 
concerning them, (uffers many a rebuke from the truib when 
it 5 laid clofe to the con{cience by the Spirit of Ged. Rut the 
Spirit of truth, which loves and deGires truth in the inward 
parts; though he patiently bears and indures much aie 
ingenuitte of this Ende in the mindes of men for arime, yet 
if his applications for cure hereof be alwaies Sighted and 
negletted, it many times provokes him at laft te leave them 
under the power of thei owne deceivings, and to fay; But if 
any man be ignorant (viz, mpew fuch terms) let him be 
ignorant, 1.Cor.14 38. 
The day is now hastening apace, wherein the mighty God 
_ will reckon with the Babilonifh whore for corrupting the earth 
with her deceits ; and then the ege of Fe(us Chrift will be 
upon thofe who have thorowly his caufe wholly followed 
bim,and faithfully born witneffe to his truth againft all ber 
wxfound and corrupt waies,to keep them from the hour of 
temptation, that fhall come upon all the world to cry them, 
whereas thofe that have been partakers with her in ber 
corruptions must then be partakers with her in her {ufferings, 
shough otherwife they be the people of God themfs 
they 
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The Epiitle Dedicatory. 
phey have before that vime, obeyed that voice which faith, 
comeout of her my people,that ye be not partakers of her fms, 
aad that ye receive not of her plagues. And therefore how — 
ex ceeningly doth it concern all thofe who wold be then found | 
pure virgins indetd, and fuch as have not defiled their 
garments, wo vot with any the leaft of thefe wherifh polstions. 
narrowly to confider fuch their ways, which are {hreudh 
or unclean, ae they are whofe nakednife have 
eby labomred to di{cover. 
bus having (though not without weakncffe, yet) with 
wprightnee and true affettion to yon, my 
thenghts and apprehenfions before yousas touching thofe shings 
wherein I cannot clofe with you, (being nevertheleffe not 
wrwilling to retratt any thing I hawe done sf ever the vanitie 
of t (hall be difcovered to me, as loving no way in Religion 
urther then I apprehend it comntenanced by the rruth) and 
faving herein farisfied my [elf in difcharge of my duty towards 
you, I new commend this poore endeavour of mine to the 
i .  bleffing of the bleffed God, and you unto hus direttion in the 
perajatl of it, and (hall God inabling me ftill endeavour to 
approve my felfe. 


- 


Yours unfeignedly, to Jove,honour, 


and lerve you, 


May 13. 1653. ALtiam, 
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A Premonition to the Reader, touching 


the evill and dangerous effects of 
Infant 


ReaDeER, | 
Hou haft in the following difcourfe, together 
with fome other things, {ome few of thofe many 
arguments that are and may bereadily produced 
againft che practile of Infant Baptiim! and fuch 
they are for the moft pare as have not been 
infifted on by others ; for] would not weary thee wich the 
repeticion of the fame pe which areexcant in other 
mens labours ; for which cau(fe their number is the lefle : but 
thou wilt do well to eftimate the truch in this particular, 
ratherby the weightinefle then number of the Arguments 
leavied forits fervice. 

I would have thee take notice, that where ever thou meeteft 
with any expreflions tending to deny mens vifible being in 
Chrift, or cheir vifible memberfhip in his Church without 
Baptifm, fuch denial] is ftillintendedin refpe& of Gofpelb 
form and order, according to which men are not regularly 
vilibly incorporated into Chsift or his Church without 
Baptifm. The which holy order of the Gofpell, though I 
intendno more thereby, ought to be of facred refentment to 
every Chriftian, inasmuch as every word +f God is pure, apd 
favours of divine wifdome, Pro. 30.5. 

But now asconcerning the mifchievous effcé&ts of Infant 
Baptifm, (not fo much asto touch here upon thofe which are 
difcovered in the enfuing di(courfe) | thall here onely hint at 
two or three of them, which might alfo have been drawn 
upmore amply argument-wile. 

Firft, the untimely and undueadminiftration of Baptifm 


to Infants, hach doubclefle proved a miferable {nare to thou- 
| (a) {ands 


f 

I. 


which they received “intheir Infancy. For whereas they: 


‘ have been prevented by death) have been Baptized, and chere- 


A Premonition tothe Reader. 


{ands and ten theufands in the world, tonegle& that which 
thould have rendred them worthy tbe name of Chriftians 
indeed, whileft they have fancied themfelves to be (uch, upon 
account of their Chriftendome as they callit, i.e. thac Bap- 


are made to beleeve that chey have been Baptized into Chrift, | 
and thereby received into the number of Chrifts flock, and 
incorperated into his Ghurch by that Baprifin; they have. 
heceupon preliumed themfelves good Chriftians, and in, fafe 
condition,and have taken itil) that any fhould make quecfti- - 
oto tht contrary; though otberwife they have had. little 
more then this upon which to build a confidence, . 
Whegeas otherwile, itthey-could not have actainedalo- much’ 
asthe name and repute of Chriftians, much lefle 
that. falvation which belongs to Chtiftians indeed, without. 
a manifeftatic of repentance and. faith preceding their’ 
Baptiim, and theirreception of Baptifm thereupon, which’ 
yet is the Gofpell way ; thereisno doubt bucthat millions* 
of men and women- would have quite themfelves- apon far 
better cearms then now they have done, in labouring after: 
knowledge in the Gofpell, and fuch other qualifications as’ 
would have rendred them meet for Bapti{m, and confequent-. 
ly forcommunion in other ordinances of che Gofpell, rather 
then chey would have tallen fthore ofthe confidence ot being, 
Chriftians, and the repute of fuch, and the hope of falvation 
which belongs co thofe that are fuch indeed* For mens ex- 
tream impatience of not being. reputed ‘Chriftians- indecd. 
upon account of their Infane Baptifm, and that flender and 
contradi&tory: profeflion which they make, argues the name 
ang repute ot. (ich, and that hope they have thereby, to bea 
thing (o dear and precious to thém, as that they would do 
much morethen now they do forthe gaining of it, if they 
had it not upon fuch eafie terms as now they have, as men 
bave ordered the matter. | 
_ Secondly, From what elfe then che praétife of Infant Bap- 
tilm, hath procceded the Churching of whole Nations and 
Kingdomes ; whileftall Infantsina Nation ( except fuch as 


by 
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A Premonitiontothe Reader. 
by received into the Church? and if fo, why may we not fay.,. 
that che national Church officers the Bifhopsygea the univerial 
Bithop himfeltche Pope, have grown out ot the fame root? 
For it there bad been no national].Baptifm in this kind .(as 
doubtleffe chere would not, if Bavtifm had -not.been’to be 
had but upon Scripture terms, viz. ‘apparent repentance and 
faith preceding chen there would have: been -nationall 
Churches, that being as.co.outward form the foundation 
upon which they are built, and door of entrance thereinto; 
aud if there had been no-nationall Charches, there could have 
becn no nationall Church officers; and if no nationall 
Church officers, then furcly no univerfall officer over all 
national] both’Churches and officers: So that Infant Bap- 
tifm may wellbe conceived to be the caufe fine guanon, that 
without which neither the one nor the other of thefe would 
have been as now they are. And therefore how {mall a 
matter or innocent thing foever Infant Baptifm{cems to moft, 
yet Who may not fee,if they will but ferioufly confider it,thac 
the evils and mifchiefes that have taken place in the world up~ 
on the taking place of nationall Churches and their Officers, 
andthe head of them all che Pope, may in great part be 
charged upon that dangeraus crrour Infant Baptifm, ot 
which we {peake ? And whata difhonour and reproach hath 
ic beento Jefus Chrift, that he fhould be looked upon as head 
of fuch Churches, and that fuch vile and unworthy perfons, 
fhould be eftcemed members of his body, as ‘thofe nationall 
Churches and the perfons of whom they have moftly con- 
fifted have been ; as if Chrift and Belial had been well agreed? 
Befides, thefe Nationall, corrupt, indeed Antichriftian 
Churches, have in great pare thraft out thetrue Churches © 
of Jefus Chrift, and ‘his difcipline, and the purity of his ad- 
miniftration of Ordinances, and have .contempered them- 
{elves in conftitution, difcipline and worthip-unto the {piric 
ofthis world, by which they have forthe moft part been in- 
{pired and aéted. 

And therefore however this After Baptifm (as itis called) 
ischarged with rending and tearing of Churches (which in 
conftruétion is but arending and dividing of perfens 
| (a0) | from 


the world, 


A Prémonition tothe Reader, 
from) Churches of an undue and humane eonftitution; thar. 
chey might be gathered inco the fold of Chrifts own nyaking; 
and fuch a divifion as this the Gofpell hath always 
wrought in the world, in refpe& of fome or other of its 
truths, Luke 12.51.) yet indeedand in truth it is not fiduci- 
alt Baptifm, i. ¢. che Baptizing of men-atter they beleeve, but 
Infant Baptifin that is truely guilty of rending and tearing, 
indeed of diffolving the true Churches of Chrift in 


And therefore in the third place, though thofe Congre- 
gationall, or Independent Churches as they are called, have 


gonceived with themfelves that they have provided well a- 


gainft that fin ofcorrupting and carnalizing Churches, of 
which the National! and Parochial] affociations are guilty, 
by that feparation which they have made from them ; re 
upon due con{ideration it will be found, that they have but: 
only for the prefentdopt off fomeevill and corrupt branches, 
buthave not at all taken away the root that bears them; 
for theic pra&ife of Baptizing their Infants, and thereupon 
imbodying them with themfe]lves, will within'the fpace and . 
compafie of lefle then an age( as is more then probable) render 
thefe Churches alfo, mach-what'ds carnal! asthe Parochiall 
and Nationall are. For whatfoever children are whileft but 
Intants, (during which time Tcannoe bur-hold their con- 
dition good. and fafe God-wards, the Scriptures favourable: 
afpett that wayes confidered ) yet when they come to years of 
diferetion’ they fo corrupt themfelves wich a&uall fin, 
even the children of good met as well as’ bad, as that that 


faying of our. Saviour. take place concerning them, 


Job. 3.3. Except a man be born agains he camot the Kingdome 
of God. ‘And! without coutroverfie, ‘thefe who in reafon 


. cannot on.this account .be judged ina’capacicy to fee the 


Kingdome of God, cannot in reafon'be judged ina eng 
to have Communion with God, and-with his Saints in all 


_ the ordinances of God. And whether it benot very rate for 


perfons to be asearly in their repentance and faith, as in 
their actuall finning, which yet hath no’ promife of pardon 
‘withouc an a&tuall turning unto God; | leave to chemfelves 


to 


| 
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A Premonition tothe Reader. 


to confider, whofe experience and obfervation I doubt not 
will inclinethem to conclude it fo to be.. And therefore 
be (inall probability buc that fuch Churches 
if they fhould continue for th¢ fpace of an age in that 
way in which they now are, they muft of neceflicy confilt 
in great part of carnal] and unregenerate perfons, as the 
parochiall Churches do. | 

If any fhall conceive this a convenient remedy againft this 
evill, viz. to Excommunicate children, or youth, abourc the 
time in which they come to Know the difference between 
good and evill, atwhich timethey make themfelves guilty of 
a&tuall tranfgreffion, and confequently put themfelvesander 
a-necefliry of converfion, to wit, repentance and faith for 
the obtaining remiflion of thofe adtuall fins; and therefore 
in reafon cannot be looked upon as regenerate, untill the 
truices worthy amendment of life and of faith do appear : though 
this remedy [fay fhould be thought on, ( which is not likely) 
yet forthem to retain them in the Church whilft Infants, 
and to caft them out when they come to. years of under- 
itanding, is fuch a thing which as there is no rule prefcribing 
it; fo lbeleeve ( my own obfervation in fome other cafes 
prompting. me hereunto) it: will prove a thing of greater 
difficulty then indu'gent parentall members will know how~ 
to overconie. | 
any fhall chink to prevent this more then inconveni- 
ence, another way, viz. by Baptizing Infants into the uni- 
verfall Church, and not receiving them into any particular 
Church tilltchey can give.an account of their repentance 
from dead workes, and faith towards God; or elfe if they 
do receive them into a particular Church, fhall think to 
prevene this by not admitting them unto communion with 
the Charch in other. ordinances, tillthey can give the 
aforefaid account ; herein likewife (befides the evill ot 
unregenerate perfons permiflive abode’ in the Church) they 
fhall give a rule unto themfelyes, which God hath not 
given. For whoever are fitto be, and de fagio are members of 
the univerfall vifible Charch, are fic alfo to be members of 
particular Churches ; and whofoever are members of pars 
Ca 3) ticti- 
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‘A Premonition tothe Reader. 


‘ghatTkhow, be-excladed part and: any | 
Ordinances chere adminiftred. For daring thet inie in which 
God would: haveiIntants tg. be members of thé nacional! 
Church of che Jews, and partakers of one ofdimance, to wit, 
.Circumcifion; he did. neither order their excommunication 
out of the Church, u te account of ‘their unregenération 
when they became finners 5 ‘nor yetdebarre them 
wich the Charch in -any other: ordinance, tilt 


fignes of their regeneration appeared; ‘nor were theyexcly. 


‘ded: communion: in. any. the ordinances ofthat Church at 
anytime from their very Infancy, otherwife;'or longer then 
the terms of naturall Sty and did it 
chem. 

Nor does itat that sietobe admitted 
Church members under the Gofpell, ‘becaufe they were fo 
under the Law, as fome vainly imagine; 
fons of like diqualifcation into, or come 
 tinaed in-Cha jasmight be beth the 
@neand theother under the Law; it followes, 
 thacahe Gofpell miniftration: is cnall, beggerly, weak and 

smprofitable; becauferhat ofghe Law was fuch 
Gal. 92. For under the Laws: Church. member fhip 

velted in Abrebems naturall feed, in which-capacity 


‘Were as well asmen 3: but under the Gofpell that -priviledg 
is proper only to thofe:that are, or tobe 
muall to 26--29.. 9. 8. 


in which capacity Infancs-are not. Under. the Law {pi 
defilements, fuch .as were igno “ance, unbelief; or -morell 
pollutions, fuch as are extortion, r 


the Law, which according 

le 9+ 9510») only in meats and drinks, dua divers 

wafbings,and wdinances imepofed.ow thenpuntilf thetime'of 

mation; which could not make bim that did-the ‘fervice perfect, ‘at 
to the yet-umegenerate men Werein 

capacity to perform: But now under the ‘Gofpell both {pie | 

| and of Ged 


< 


is-{pirt 


railing, 
did not exclude perfons from Chucch -memberthip if . 
te the 


and 
| 


be 
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and) his wayts drunkerinieffe; 

railing; extortion, 8c, de jure exclude perfons from 

Church felfowhhips: rCor. 5.28. 4) Linder the Lawj< 

asthe fervice Church did‘confift 

of elements of the world, beggerly rudiments; and ‘carnal! ordinances,' SH 

(Gali'4.309r Heb. 9.10:) Sothe'membersiof that’ Charch 

"thar were*permitced communion ordinances; were Ifa. 53.1.2, 

(at leat fomecimies for; che-moft pare Guricarnald likewifey 18. & 10.22. 

_ Church memberfhip then they? Buenow underthe Goflpell; : 
Cod vires {uclronby to worthip hiar in- his ‘Churches 

can wupip him iw{pirit‘end truth; andewill have his Charches | 

be ipiritual built of diving ‘Somes, torwit, ‘Pach as are’. 

tobe anholy pricftheud, teoffer vup' |pitituall facrifices 

able to Ged by Chrift, ( Fob.4.23,24. 1 j=. 


capacity Infants are not. 
be pretended to the 


SothatmotwithRanding all thatcan 


contrary ( for other pretentions befides theleI Knownone) 
Infant ising little timelike to prove a corrupter. 
of the * J denc Churchestheméftlves, as wellasit hath * Anddoube~ -~ 
been of the 1; which one would think-wereco-chens ‘ba: is 
argument enotighalone to- caufe chemo lay’ afide the-pras we 
erefore confidered, Infant Baptifm chat hath ‘tion for 


Churches contrary to the Gofpel] pateern, balfone 

fo the great of Jefus Chrift, unto whom pre- 
tend relation,and (erring of Antichriftian officers over them swhichaccount 
yeaand Is Jikely alfo in a little time to leayen even thofe among others, 
Churches themfelves. that have been-looking after fome 


dependency 


way of | 


reformation. and purity that Baptifin, | fay, is quetti- fomstométo 


Onleffe no dogtrine according to. Godlineffe as truc Baptilm fall tio-t of 


is, but of ungédlinele, of Which to me more “thet themarkand 


probable, ic hath been a great promotrefiein the World. - 


And therefore. to .me -it clearly appears 


of all thofe that Joveche honour of Jefus Chriff, and the. 


ftomifle of 


to be the duty, 


proved ink them(elves fecure in Courch 
ved fogreata f{narecto men to think chemielves fecure h pari 
* ft igm 
an unfafe condition ; thathath been asic were the bottoms made bur 
| 


> 


Premonition té the etder. 


World, Cboth which have fuffered {0 deeply by the (pringiug 
 upofchis root of bitternefle, asisin part before expreft) to 

endeavour with all their might ina Cheiftian. way, the 
extirpation of fo evill acuftome .as this hathbeen, and che 
reflicucion of primitive Baptifmas one of, thofe Lawes of: 
our Lord, which corrupt times have made ‘void, as indeed 
they done many other: Upon which accounc (hall 
further ¢ncounter the one, and plead the caufe,of the 
other in cheenfuing arguments, towhichI refer thee; with . 
humble requelts to God:to‘give thee an upright heart 
and fingle eye in thy examination of them, and fo much 
light as te difcerne that which is of him, from thac 
whichis,‘ bat of men, and fo much fpirituall ingenuity 
as ‘to follow the truch in love -when 


~ 
ARGUMENTS 


| | Some Few 

A RK G UM N: T'S, 
Clearly proving the Invalidity of the 

eA dminiftration of Baptifm to Infants, 


at which both bufies the minds, and takes up much 
2p timé among the fervants of God in debates, is that 
queftion about Baptifm, vic. Which Adainiftrati- 
me on is molt agreeable to the mind of God? whether 
that which is made to Infants (efpecially fuch whe 

ate the children of believing Parents,): or whether that which is 
Not made, but unto perfons who either do indeed believe the Go- 
fpel, or which make fuch 2 profeffion of Faith, which cannot rea- 
fonably be deemed to proceed: from ought elfe then thst which ts 
beft.way (I conceive) to come to fatisfaction hereabout, 
wil be,to obferve the tootfteps of the flock of Chrilt in the fart fet- 
ing forth of this Ordinance of God into the World .in the days of 
fohnB the Apoftles fucceffively.For that now was 
the method of the Apolftie Pas/, when hefound corruption crept 
into the adminiftration of chat other Ordinance, che Supper of che 
Lord; to reform the dame,he brings thofe,to whom he writes h-re- 
about, back co the confideration of the original maner and ufage of 
thac Ordinance, 1Cor11.23- So out Savior likewife,in reform- 


A 


ing 


| 


fa). | 

| Matrers in the Hiftory, 

| that light doublet will it be oof 


Now that Baptifm was adminifired to believing and repentant 
perfons in Sate athe isno mans doubt that believes the Scrip- 
tures: but that it wasadminiftred to Infants io thofe days, is that 
which the divine Hiftory no where reports, nor, as is humbly con- 
ecived, can be duly colle€&ted from any part, member, or cireum- 
ftance thereof. 


That therefore fhall be the firft Argument againft Infant-Bap- 
tifm, which is dtawn from the matter of ‘fa in the firft Admini- 
ftration of it; P 
Aroum. 1, If Baptifm Were not adminiftred to Infants in the days of Jo 
ang rhe nor of Chrilt, wor of the Apottles ; then it not 
to be adminiftred to Infants new. The reafon of this Confequence 
is this ; Becaufe chat which was a reafon to them then to forbear 
bsptizing Infants, and upon which they did forbear ir, is, or onght 
to be, a reafon to all men now to forbear it likewife. For if they 

did indeed forbear to baptize Infants, it eirinot reafonably be ima- 

gined that they did forbear ic meerly out of willand pleafure, but. 

Out ot Reafon and Judgment. And if there be any Reafpus that 

may induee ns to practice Intant-Baptifm now, which-wele not 

obligatory to them then, they mult arife,: either, 1. From fome 
hew difeovery Of God co us in this behalf; of which they were 
fghorant ; Or, 2. From fome greater neceffity now lying 
upon Enfants to be baptized, chen Infants were under then: Or, 

3- From forne better capacity in which Infants now ftand to re- 

eeive bencfic by Baptifm, then was enjoyed by Infants chen Or, 
4. From fome change or alveration of the Otdinance it felf, by 
which it is better feted andaceommodated to the condition of In- 

fants now, then it was then: Or, 5. (and laftly) From fome 

Breater netefiity and better capacity, which men and women safe 

now itr to-receive benchit by the baptizing of Infants, then any — 

they were in formerly: fot other then thefetannotiightly be 
fuppofed ot imagined ever to come up into the minds of men. 

Bat tow there is no new difcovery made to us tonching the Will 

of God to have Infants baptized, of which John Ghiift 


for us fo TOHOW. 
| 
r 
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or the Apafiles were ignorant ; 
others, greater ocecflity,, or better capacity, torereive bane: 
fit by Infants Bapeifm now; then they were, who lived in times 
before fpecified'; nor is there anyalteration or change indeed io 


ever the Reafons or Gonhderations were, upon which thefe primi- 
tive forbear to beptize Infants, che fame areobliga- 
tory and binding now, toll thefe days, foto forbear ic 
likewife: Which might be backed (if needful) from Phil. 3, 17> 


j Cor, Il. 2s. 


daysof John the, 

by the costal, filence dt nowhere or 
confequentially affirming or hinting, that it was. And in things ef 
fuch a religious and divine confideration, .as shis isof which we 
fpeak, chatiwhich isicalled a Rule in the Civil, Law ought to take 
place, viz. That Which appears not, is wat. The denyal or 
moval of which, what elfe would ic be.butansnlet to will.wor- 
fhip, and many ionovationsin the fervice af God, asdadeed it hath 
is expres any mans intruding bimjelf thofe 
things Which he hath nat feen, being wile above that which 


written, 18. or. 4: 6. If we -had. no. osher proof, 


-yettbis Minor Propofition. remains good, until. ir be proved, that 
Infants were|baptized. in the primitive Times. But befides this, 
there are other confiderations, of :a proper and potent tendency, 
to catry the minds of men that are atliberty, and not under the 
bandsof prejudice and , partiality, to think. and to. conceive, that 
inthe days and times, before 


2. Therefore, facondly, ws Gel ae Lane, 


this eal, if be. bed fad, 


the felf, by which it’s rendered more ufeful and bene- 
ficial to Infants now, then it could bethen: And therefore,what 


But was not adwsiniftred to lofants, neither in the AGump- 
of the Apofiles.. This! prove, fick, 


I. 


2. 
¢ né Golf m Amara, Chit wrought, in. caui- | 
ing mulgigudes to be baptized, he exprefieth great numbers 


baptized both men, women, and children, if children indeed 
had been baptized as well as men and women. For, 3. By 
how many the more perfons it appears are benefited ‘by the Go- 
{pel,by fo much the more is the powerand fuccefs of “it difcern- 
able: and therefore it the Evangelift, whileft he had gone a- 
bour to reprefent the glorious fuccefs of theGofpel in‘ thofe 
great numbers of perfons that were baptized upon its coming 
among them, fhould have made mention only of ‘men and wo: 
‘men, as he did, and have faid nothing of the children, chough 
they had been baptized alfo, which probably might be more in 
number then the men and women were, he then {carce. 
Jy have done thatto the one half, whichhe fhould have done 
totally and entirely in relation to his propofed-end. ' And, 3, By 
‘how much the more zeal of obedience the Gofpel doth preduce 
in thofe petfons that are wrouglit upon by it, by’ fo much the 
more will the operative influence and fuccels of it be vifible and 
obfervable : and therefore if whileft the Evangelift had been 
going about to declare how mightily the Gofpel prevailed a- 
monglt thofe Samaritans, in procuring their obedience to’it in 
poiot of Baptifm,he (hould have made mention of the obedierice 
of the men and women, as reaching onely to their own pet- 
fonal Baprifm, when as indeed they were not onely baptized” 
themfelves, but in obedience to the Gofpel had caufed their 
_ children to be baptized likewife, he fhould have reprefented the 
of thefe Samaritans raifed by the Gofpel, ‘and {0 cofifé- 
_ quently the powerful influence and fuecefs of the Gofpel in 
raifing that zeal, upon cerms of very creat difedvantage, incom- — 
parifon of what he might have done by making known the 
Childrens Baptiim as well as the Parents. A4o/es, when he 
would fet forch what good effec Word and Comimand of 
God touching Circumcifion had upon Abrabams heart, he doth 
not anely and barely declare Abrahams obedience by his own 
Circumcifion, when there was further and better 
account thereof to be given in his circu his fon, and fer- 
vants, together with himfelf: No but, to make-a triie ‘atid 
Clear reprefencation of Abrabanss obedience and zeal Herein, he 
reports, firit-how he circamcifed' himfelf, after ‘that his'‘fon, 
and then his fervants ; yea and that‘he did it she felf-fame day 


é 
& 
| 
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wiich God had [aid unto bim, 23. Yea. Inthe Old TeRament, when 

it fecms the Holy Ghoftithought che noting of Suldcen were brought by their 

thefe citcumftances fo. material io relation here-.glemn Aflembly the 

men 

unto, chat repeacs them over.again, ver/. 26, of the Scriptures were as care- 

27. And how this exactnels fhould be fo ne» ful to fet down thar, as to ree 

ceflary in Afofes his Narrative about. Circumci. ‘ord the deportment of the 

fien, and yet fluous in Lakes Narrative a- 9 Fob, 

bout. Baptifm, efpecially confidering, chat. rhe And 

thing is no where chfe.ceporzed, is, I confefs, a. think the Penmen of the New 

thing, the reafon whereof, as I donot undere, T¢eRament lefs pun@ual in a 

Rand, {o I thall leave to chem to make our,who ming of as great or greater 

do imagine any fuch thing. Therefore che only  hatae 

way co (tand righe in our choughes cowards thele two amanne 

enfis of the Spirit, and not to,charge A4o/es with fnperfluity, 

nor Lwke with deficiency in their refpective Narratives, is to 

conclude, that as they were alike directed by che fame Spirit, 

fo they did with like faithfulnefs dire(@ly and plainly report che 

matters of fat in borh cafes ; and confequently,that. in as much : 

asthe Baptifm of Infants is not recorded, as well as is the Bap- | 

tim both of ‘men and women, shat therefore there was no fuch 

thing afted and done in thofe times, as that is, which is called 

the baptizing of Infants. his! 4 

> And that the oot mentiening of Childrens Baptifm doth oor 

proteed from any omiffion, neglect or deficiency of this Evan- 

pelift in his faid Narrative, but from. the non-being of the 

thing it felf, we have che greacer reafon to believe; not onely 

becanfe it would be abfard co {uppofe this Penman of the Holy 

Ghokt to be fo partial & untrue to his own intended and proper 

fed end,as fach an omiffion would argue him to.have been ; but | ee 

alfo, becaufe we do find him to have beerrcareful co report.even 

what Children chemfelves:did by means of cheir-Parents, in Lie. 

bufinefs of far lefs confequence then this would have been, had | 

it been at all; and that chats accompanying, ot Paul out of f 

Tyre, for fo it is faid, They ab wit, the Difciples ) broughs 

on our Way, With Wives and children, til we Were omt of the 

City, 21. And why that he thould be 

faithful in the lefs,and not alfo.in the greater ?.gor chat he would 

‘make himfeif in this, like who tythed Mint mid? 


2 
ak 
4 
i 


wonderfal fuccefs the'Gofpel had among them; when it came 


wife, and omisted the Weighrier matters of the Law ? 

if it fhould be dotibted, whether it were the {cope and in- 
tentof the Evangelift, in thofe words, 4428. 13. They Were 
baptized both mtn and women, to {et forth the great fuccefs of 
the Gofpel in Samaria; fatistaction herein may be received, 


1. From the import of the phrafe or manner of {peaking here 


ufed, being compared with other places.of like form of words: 
as for example, that of this very Evangelilt, 4s 5.14. Be- 
lievers Were the more added tothe Lord, mulsitudes both of men 
and \womex, Here the great numbers that were brought in un- 
tothe Lord by theGofpel, are noted by this form of words, 
both of men and Women: and in Ads 8.1%, the great fuccefs 
of ‘the fame’Gofpel is noted ‘by thofe great numbers chat were 
prevailed withall by it to be bapt:zed ; which great numbers 
are likewife notified by the fame maoner of expreffion, ufed 
Afts 5, 14. men and women being mentioned in both their 
fexes: But when they believed Philip preaching the things cone 
cerning the Kingdom of God, and the Name of Pefius Chriff, 
they were baptized both men ‘and Wonrtn, From the {cope 
of the place and Context: in the two Verfes 10. 48. 
the'generality of the people, beforefuch timeas Philip preach- 
ed the Gofpel to them, are faid to have given beed from the leaf 


wate the greatef unto one Simon who was a Sorcerer, if he 


had been the great power of God: But'in Verf. 12. {peaking 
of the fame perfons, and generality of the people, Thewsthe 


to be preached by Philip : ‘tor as before'they all-gave heed to 
Simon trom the leat to the greateft ; even fonow, they all be- 
lieving the Gofpel preached to Philip, were baptized both men 
‘women. 
3. That paflage of Scripture, 13,134, 36. 
wherein fome are faid to have brought young Children (or In- 
fants,as Lwke hath it, 38.15.) to Ohrilt, thac hemight 
teach them ; and wherein the Difeiples are faidico haverrebuked 
thole chat brought ‘them, ‘and wherein carriage of 
Chrift thereupon is reported both tewards:the Di(ciptes un t¢- 
proving them, end towards the ives, \imtaking 
thearin his arms and bieffing ‘them,’ argues'there 
t 
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thing praétifed by Chrift as the baptizing of Infants. For, 
-y. Theend of thofe that brought them to Chrift was, that he 
might couch them, or, a3 Adatthem hath it, pue his hands on 
them, and pray, Matt. 19.13. And doubtiefs thofe who did 
defire this of Chrilt, would have defired much more that he 
fhould have baprized chem (in fuch afence as Chrilt is {aid to 
have baptized thole that came to him for that purpofe, 7eh, 3. 
verf. 22, 26. and Chap, 4. verf.1.) if he praGtifed any fuch 
thing as the Baptifm of Infants is fuppofed to be: chesr 
non: defiring of it under fuch circumftances, argues the non- 
being of any fuch ching tobe had. 2. Jmchat the Difciplesre- 
buked thofe that brought thefe Infants, it argues that it was an 
unufual thing for fuch Children to be bronghe to Chrift, and 
that the Difciples thought it an impertinent thiag to trouble 
him with them ; which apprehenfion and carriage of theirs, 
could not lightly have taken place with them, if Children had 
been accultomed to have been brought to his Baptifm, 3. Ie 
that Chrilt did fo highly approve of this application of the Pa- 
_ rents of thefe Childrente him, as is declared he did; and in 
that he did alfo embrace the Children and blefS them, and yet 
fo left them, without proceeding to baptize them ; it argues, 
with Rrength of probability, chat he did noe ufe to baptize any 
other Infants: for it. cannot lightly be thought bur char thefe 
Intants were as capable of Baptifm as any ochers. 4. Since 
three of the Evangelifts do fo carefully, pun@ually, and largely 
fet down the Hiftory of the bringing of thefe Infants to Chrift, 
and of his carriage towards them, and yet not any one of chem 
giving the leaft hintof any Infants being brought to his Bap- 
tifm, nor of any being baptized by him or his Difciples; why 
fhould we think, buc that if there had been any fuch mateer of 
faé, as the baptizing of Infants, that had come und their ¢og- 
nizance and cbfervation, but that they would have been as care- 
ful, if nor more careful, to have recorded that, as well as thofe 
things they did record touching them, in as much as fuch a 
thing as the baprizing of Infants, if it. had been an Ordinance 
ot God, the knowledg thereof would have been of as great 
or greater ufe anto the world, then the knowledg of thofle 
other things are touching Chrilts embracing aad — 
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Infants, which yet they have lefe on record for our learning, _ 
4 Thac defcription which the Scripture everywhere makes,of 

the perfons and qualifications of fuch whofe Baprifm ic records, 
argues thein to be no Infants whofe Baptfm is fo recorded, the 
qualifications of all fuch perfons being incompetible to In- 
fants, For either they were fuch as accended to the Word, and 
received ic gladly, ( Ads 3,41. C® 16.14,15.) or fuch as 
confefled cheir fins, (Marth, 3.6. Afarkt.5.) or fuch as 
believed, ( 44s18, 8. c chap, 8. verf. 37.) or elfe fuch as 


Difciples, fob. 4. 1 And as we cannot reafonably fup- 


pofe, that Infants are by any of thefe or the like qualsfications 
defcribed ; no more can we rationally fuppofe, chat they were 
baptized in thofe times to which thefe defcriptions relate. 

5. Both the inftru@tions given to thofe who were commifii- 
oned to baptize, and the pra@tice of fuch perfons whe did 
baptize, argue the perfons that were baptized by them to be 
no Infants. For, 1, The inttru€tion which Chr.ft gave chofe 


which he commiffioned on this behalf, was, that hey fhould 


firft teach perfons, or make them Difciples, and then baptize . 
them, Matt. 28-19. 3, The practife of them who did bap- 


- tize, was anfwerable co this commiffion ; they firft inftructed 


perfons in the things of the Gofpel, and then baptized them: 


Job. 4. Markt. 4, AGs 2.41. 8.12. O16. 33,33. & 


19.4,5- But now in as much as infants, whileft fuch, are not 
capable of receiving inftruétion in the things of the Gofpel, or 
of being taught, therefore it cannot reafonably be fuppofed, 
that Intancs, while(t fuch, fhould be of chat fort or number of | 
perfons, who were by Chrills commiffion to be baptized, or 
who were by any baptized in purfuance of that commiffion: 
Bat againit this ficlt Argument, in which we affert no Infants 
to be baptized inthe Apoltles times, it is objected ; That whn 
the Scripture declareth, that whole houlholds were baptized, it 
may well be prefumed that Infants were baptized, becanfe 
they, in what houfe foever they are, are part of that honfhold : 
Now it is faid exprefly, chat Lydia Was baptized, and ber bonfe 
bold, A&: 16.15, Thatthe faylor Was baptized, be and all bw, 
16. 33. and allo, that Pani baptized the boufbould of Ste- 
phanms, a Cor. i. 16. 


| 
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To all which I anfwer, firlt, That it doth oot at all appear,that 


there were any Infants in any of thofe houfholds mentioned in the 
Objection, and chat therefore it is but a meer prefumprtion to af- 
fert it, in as much as Experience teacheth, that it is a common 
thing for houfholds and families to confift of fuch perfons, among 
whom are no Infants : and there are no circumftances in che Texts 
alledged that give the leaft hint or intimation,that thofe houfholds 
were any other then fuch. Nay, the circumftances of that Text a- 
bout the Baptifm of Lydia (which yet will be found the onely 
Text that can colonrably be pretended, fo much as in the leaft co 
countenance the thing objeéted) do much rather induce us to con- 
caive, that there were no Iofants in that family: Becaufe the be- 
5 Sosy as the head of that family, it is very queftionable 
whether fhe were a maid, or a widow, and confequently fo much 
the more qaeftionable whether fhe had any children at all ; or if 
the had, and was a widow, it is yet fo much the more doubrtul 
whether her children were Infants, or of riper age. 


ts fake, chat poffibly there might be Infants in fome or all 
thofe houfholds which are faid to be baptized, yet it no wife fol- 
lows, that therefore thofe Infants are {aid to be baptized, when 
thofe houtholds are faid fo tobe. For it isan ufual thing in Scrip- 
ture, to attribute fuch things unto, or predicate fach things of and 


concerning 

ably be underftood as meant of every individual perfon in fuch an 
houfe, and {pecially not of Infants. But fuch attributions and pre- 
dications, in commen fence and acceptation, muft neceflarily be 
undetftood to relate, 1. To fuch as are commonly and familiarly 
known to be capable of them, otherwife chen Infants cither are or 
can be, whileft fuch: Or, 2. To the major part for number in 
thofe families: Or elfe, 3. To fo confiderable a part thereof, 
which by a Sysecdoche is frequently put for the whole. Inftances 
of this nature that might be given are many, in which houtholds 
ate to be underftood according to one or more of the three con- 
Giderations now mentioned; as Gene/. 35.2. 50.4. 1 Sam. 
1, 21,22. 2 Sam. 3.1. Ferem. 35. 3,18. Matth. 10. 13. 


12.25. In fome of which forefaid refpects ic is, I fuppofe, that. 


as fob. 4. “re 


2. Lanfwer yet further, That though it fhould be granted for 2, 


ing a houfe or whole houfhold, which yet cannot reafen- — 


' 
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16.34. & 18.8. fometimes to fear and ferve the Lord, 44.10,3, 


Jofo. 24.15. and fometimes tobe faluced as fuch, 2 Zim. 4. 19, 
Rom.16.10,11. And as there is no reafon to conceive, that Infants 
are intended in thofe things afferted ing thefe houfholds 


mentioned in thefe Scriptures, the things themfelves being incom- 


petible to Infants ; fo likewife is there no more reafon to imagine, 
that Infants are intended when houfholds are faid to be baptized, 
they being no more capable of chat regularly, then they are of be- 
lieving. In 1 Sam. 1.21. it’s faid, That the man Elkanah and 
all bus kowfe, went up to offer te the Lord the yearly facrifice, and 
hisvow: and yet it is evident, Verf. 22. that Hannah, Elka- 
nab’s wite, and Samuel his fon, which were part of his houf- 
hold, did not then go up to the place of publique worfhip. And 
therefore when Lydia is faid to be baptized, Me and ber houfbold, 
it no more neceflary hereby to underftand her and her children, if 
fhe had any, then it is by E/kanab, and all bis bow/e, to underftand 
both himfelt and his young fon Samsne/. 

3. I yet further anfwer, That as concerning two of the three 
houfholds mentioned in the Obje@tion, it is evident that 
they did believe before they were baptized ; foras it is faid of the 
Jaylor, that be was baptized, and all his, firaightway, A&.16.33- 
fo alfo is it faid, Verf. 32. that they fake wnto him the Wordof 
the Lord, and to all that were in bis howfe: and in Verf. 34, that 
he rejoyced, believing in God with all bis bonfe. Aad whereas 
Panui \s {aid to have baptized the hon/bold of Stephanus, 1 
16, in Chap.16. of the fame Epiftle, Verf.15. this houfhold of S#e- 
poanus is {aid to confilt of {uch perfons as addiéted chemfelves to 
the Miniltry of che Saints: 7¢ know the boufbold of St that 
itis the firjt fruits of Achaia, and that they bave addibted them- 
felves to the minifiry of the Saints, If then,it cannot reafonably be 
thought that Infants heard and underftood the Word of the Lord, 


part 
in were baptized of the fami 
yet, according to that rule by which thofe Scriprares, that 


or believed in God, or addited themfelvesto the Miniftry of the 
Saints, as thofe of thefe houfholds, which were baptized, did ; 
no more can it, with any colour of reafon, be ed, that In- 
tants were baptized when thofe houfhelds were baptized. 
of 
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of things more generally and bri:@y, are to be ineerpreted, by ot 
according to the tenor of thofe that treat of the fame or like {ub- 
je& more particularly and exprefly, we are to reckon, chat rhe 
fame or like qualifications were found in the bouthold of Lydia, 
which were im thofe of the houfholds of the fay/orand Stepha- 
nus, and upon which they were alike baptized. And thus much 
for the anfwering of this fir Obje@ion. | 

It it be further objected, That this firft Argumene, which af- 
ferts Infant-Baptifm unlawful, bécaufe it where {aid in the 
Scripture thae Infants were baptized, is as well an-Argum:nca- 
gainft womens having communion in the Supper of the Lord, as 
again{t Infant. Baprifm, becaule ic is no more faid any where 
women did participate of the Lords Supper, then it is chat In- 
fants were baptized ; To this likewife I anfwer briefly, 

Though it be no where exprifly and in fo many words faid, 
that women did break bread, or were partakers of the Table of 


the Lord,&c. yet there is that faid, by which k may be as fafely 
collected that they did fo do, as if ic had been afferted in fo many ° 


words. For itisfaid, That tho/e that were baptized, continued, 
asin the Apostles dottrine and fellowfbip, {0 in breaking of bread 
and prayers, As. 41,42. But now women were baptized as 
wellasmen, 8.12. therefore women, as well as men, con- 
tinued in breaking of bread and prayers. Again, Aéfs 20.7. it’s 
faid, that the Di/ciples came togetber te break, bread: but now 
women were Difciples @s well as men, and therefore we have 
every whit as much reafon to underftand that faying of them, as of 
men, Aéts 9.36. Now then, if any thing were affcrted in Scrip- 
ture concerning Infants, by which it might be as plainly collected 
and gathered, chat they were baptized, as it may be inferred, chat 
women did eat the Lords Supper, from what is aflerted concern- 
ing them ; then it might well be faid indeed, thac this firft Argu- 
ment is as well againft womens having communion with men in 
the Supper of the Lord, as it isagainft Infan:s Baprifm; but cill 
this appear, or fomething like it, this ObjeCtion is of no force to 


invalidate our Argument. 


C2 ARGOM. 


Obje dl. 


Anfw. 


M* fecond Argument fhall be taken from the nature of Bap- 


s this: 
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Arcum. IL 


tifm, and fromthe declared ends and ufes of it ; ant it 


If that Administration of Baptifm, Which is made to profefed 
Beleevers, do more conduce to, and better an[wer the ends 
Bapti(m, then that does Which ss made to Infants ; then Bapti{m 
ought not to be adminifiredto Infants,but to profefied Beleevers, 
The reafon hereof is clear; becaufe it is the duty of men, to en- 
devor, 2s much as in them lies, to obferve and keep the Laws of 
every Ordinance of God in the beft manner they know how, and 
not to content themfelves with a lower and meaner way of doing 
and performing the fame, when there is an opportunity before 
them of rifing up to that which is.more excellent, which 


_ doth more exactly anfwer the counfel' snd intendment of God in 


The Affump- 
tion 


it. If this were any mans doubt, it might be confirmed from 
fuch Scriptures, which condemn fach practices of men as moft un- 
worthy and accurfed, who having an opportunity of prefenting 
God with a better facrifice or fervice, do yet prefent him with 
that which is worfe: AZal. 1.14. (ured be the deceiver, which 
bath in his flock a male, and voweth and [acrificeth to the Lord a 
corrupt thing. Thofe Scriptures likewife vote the fame ching, 
which require, That men /eck to exces, to the edifying of the 
Church, 1 Cor.14.12. That hold forth ways that are more ex- 


ecilenc then others, as tobe more defired and ftriven for then o- 
thers, 1 Cor. 12.31. Pbil.1. 10. 


But that Administration of Baptifm, which is made to profeffed 
Believers,does more conduce to,and better anfwer the ends of Bap- . 
ti/m, then that Which is made to Infants. Thetruth of this will 
appear, by comparing Baptifm as adminiftred to the one and to 
other, in relation to the feveral ends and ufes of Bap- 

1. One end of Baptifm is, to declare Jefus Chrift unto che 
World. 7ob.1.31. But that be (to wit Chrift) joomld be made 
manifelt unto I/racl, therefore am I come, baptizing with water. 


For he who is rightly baptized into Chrift, or Faith in his er 


| 
| 
| 
i. 
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doth thereby profefs Jefus fi to bea worthy perfon, meet 
to be believed in,and himfelf his fervane and difciple. Befides, 
the Death, Burial, and Re‘urretion of Chrift being reprefent- 
ed in Baprifm, (Rom. 6. 3,4,5. Col.2.13.) it adminifters 
an occafion unro men, to enquire what an one Chrift is, for 
whit end he came into the World, dyed, was buried, and rofe 
again; and fo knowledg of him and falvation by him is here- 

This manifeflation of Chritt is better made by the Baptifm 
of Believers, then by che Baptifin of Infants, whether it re- 
{pets the party who is baptized, or others who behold ir. 

1. This is true in refpe& of him who is baptized, becaufe he 
is in a capacity, by resfon of the ufe and exercife of his under- 
ftanding, to receive that information and knewledg concern- 
ing Chrift, which is intended by God in that Ordinance, of 
which reception Infants, whileft fuch,are altogether uncapable, 
in as much as they have so kuowledg between good and evil, as 
the Scripture faith, Dewt.1.39. | 
2, Aschis end of Baptifm refpeéts Spefarors, itis more ef- 
fe@ual unto them when adminiltred unto Believers, then when 
adminiftred to Infants ; becaufe the example of fuch who are 
voluntarily and aCtually obsdient, from found principles of 
knowledg, unto the Will of God, in fubmitting to the Ordi- 
nance of Baptifm, and whole Faith in Chrift is viGble in their 
being willingly and defiroufly baptized into his Name; I fay, 
_ their example is much more apt, bothto quicken men untoa 
ferious confideration of what is held out in that Ordinance, as 
likewife unto the imitation of their Faith and Repentance 
vifible in ir, then is the Baptifm of Infants, who are meerly 
, paffive therein, and who neither are or can be moved thereunto 
any inward principle, nor at all religioufly. affected there= 
with, norexhibic any example of Faith or Repentance for o- 
thers to imitate. As one Cock fets another on crowing, fo the 
devout and religious carriage of one, in ufing an holy Ordi- 
Hance, is apt to take upon the minds of others, and to kindle 
the fame fire in them : Your zeal, faith the Apoftic, bash pro- 
voked very many, 2 Cor. 9.3. 

That the Baptifm of Believers hath fych an excellent ten- 

dency, 


4 
‘ 


dency init, appears from Adare. 31, 32. with Lwk. 7.29, For 
Jobn came unto yon in the way of righteou[ne/s, and ye beleeved 
hime not; but the Pablicans and Harlots beleeved him: And ze, 
when ye bad (cen it, repented not afterward, that ye might beleeve, 
Here, 1.Our Saviour upbraids che Prielts and Elders wich their 
impenitency and unbelief. 2. That by which he aggravates 
their offence, is their negle% of that means and opportunity of 
Faith and Repentance which they had. 3. The means or moe 
tive inducing them to Repentance and Faith, which they did 
negleét, it was that pra@tice of the Publicans and Harlots, 
whereby they gave account of their Faith: For their Faith 
wasfuch, in the effects of it, as was vifible tothe Priefts and 
Elders: ( And ye, When ye bad (cenit, viz, the Publicans and 
Harlots beleewing of Jobn, repented not,crc.) 4. That account 
which thefe Publicans and Harlots gave of their Faith, and 
that in which their Faith was vifible to the Priefts and Elders, 
and by which they ought co have been moved to Repentance 
and Faith, ic was their being baptized upon their believing 
the Doftrine of For that which AZatthew here calls 
their believing of Pebe, Luke {peaking of the fame thing (as 
I conceive) calls it their juféfying Godin being baptized ef jobn, 
Luke 7. 29. In as much then, as the fight that 
preffion or declaration of the Faith of the Publicans and Har- 
lots, in their fabmitting to Bapri{m, was a great aggravation of 
the impenirency and unbeliet. of che Prietts and Elders, in chat 
they having {uch an example before them, and fuch a motive 
aNd provocation upon them to believe,and yer did not believe ; 
evident it is, that there was in the depertment of the Publicans 
and Harlors, when they were baptized, fomething of the na- 
ture of amotive or means, that was apt to prevail with the 
Priefts and Elders to follow their example; for otherwileit ° 
would never have been produced againft them by our Saviour 
as an aggravation of their fin in not doing likewife: For 
therefore became an aggravation of their fin being committed, . 
becaufe it was a means of preferving them from ic before it was 
comamtted, From the whole chis is molt evident, viz, That 
the Baptifm of the Publicans and Harlots, and yet not fomuch 
thaa neither, as chag Faith sod Repentance of theirs which 

| was 


. 
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was vifible in their Baptifm, was in it felf a potent means end 
ftrong incitement to the Priefts and Elders, and confequently 
unto others, to repent and believe, and to exprefs the fame in 
like manner as che Publicans had done, their fin in oppoficion 
hereunto being their rejeBing the cownfel of God againft theme 
felves, in not being baptized, Luk. 7. 30. | 

But now, there is no fuch example of Faith or Repentance 
thac.is vifible in the Baptifm of Infants, and confequently no 
fuch incicement unto, or means of working Faith, in by-ftand- 
ers and {pe@arors; and theretore Bapti(m adininiftred unto 
Infants, is no fuch means of propagating the knowledg ef 
Chritt, and Faith in him, as when it is adminiftred unto pro- 
ified Believers. 

2. Another end and ufe ef Baptifm, is, to ferve the defign of 
God touching the great bufinefs of Repentance for remiffion 
of fins ; for it is called che Bapti/m of Repentance for the remi/- 
fion of fins, Mark.1.4, Lak. 3.3. There are feveral confidera-: 
tions in reipe€& of which, or fome of which, I conceive, it is 
{o called ; all which are beeter anfwered in that Adasiniltration 
of it which is made to men and women who are Believers, then 
in that which is made to Infants. 

1. If it thall be conceived, chat it is therefore called the 
Baptifm of Repentance for remiffion of fins, becaufe fuch 
who are at any rime duly baptized, do take up that Ordinance 
out of a principle of Repentance, upon which they look for 
remiffion of fins according to the promife of God in that be- 
half, (which if ic be, the faying containss mseronymy of the 
caufe for the effe@, a thing not unufual in Scriprure,) yee 
this denomination and ufe of it, is better ferved in mens Bap- 
tifm, then in childrens; becaufe Intants have no fuch principle 
or a& in them as Re is, and cheretore their 
can neither proceed from, or be declarative of fuch a-caufe ; 
_ whereas the Baprifin of repentant perfons,does both flow from, 
and is expreffive of, fuch acaafe. 

3. If it beealled the Baptifm of Repentance, becaufe men, 
by taking up that Ordinance, do engage themfelves to the 
practice of repentance and mortification, (as the Apottic fup- 
pofes the believing Romans to have done, Rem, 6, 2-6.) prom 


2. 
| 


[16] 
this end is Better provided for in che Baptifm of men, then of 
Infants. The reafon is, becaufe an engagement to practife Re- 
pentance, fuppofes, 3. An end of Repentance, 2. A capacity 
of performing that to whichthey do engsge ; neither of which 
gre to be found in Infants, and both which are to be found in 
men; therefore this end of Baptifm cannot be attained in chil- 
drens Baptifm, but in mens. | 

3. If it be called che Baptifm of Repentance for remiffien of 
fins, becaufe God thereby fignifies and. feals unto men. the re- 
miffion of their fins upon their Repentance; this end and ufe 
likewife is betcer anfwered in mens Baptifm who do repent, 
then in Infants who do not. g. Becaufe men who have begun 
to repent, are inagood capacity co receive confirmation and 
eftablifhment in-theit hope and confidence of receiving remif- 
fion of fins from God upon their Repentance, and confolation 
thereby ; whereas Infants, whileft fuch, are alcogether unca- 
pable of any fuch thing, in refpet whereof this end is made 
fruftrate when Baptifm isgiven tothem. 3. Becaufe chere is 
a greater appearance both of che wifdom and goodnefs of God 
in vouchfafing and applying fuch a means as Baprifm is, to 
{trengthen mens Faith in his promife of remiffion of fins upon 
their Repentance, unto fuch who, 1. Have need of this con- 
firmation, and, 3» Are capable of receiving ic, then there is 
in that application of it which is made to Infants, who 
ce have need of it, nor yet are capable of recciv- 

it. 

4, If it be called che Baptifm of Repentance for remiffion 
of fins, becaufe the perfons who are baptized do thereby pro- 
fefs and declare unro the world, that they look for remiflion of 
their fins from God upon their Repentance, yet chis end alfo 
is better anfwered in mens Baptifm, chenin Infants ; becaufe 
men are capable of making fuch a profeffion and declaration of . 
themfelyes toche world in and by cheir Baptifm, when as In- 
fants are alcogether uncapable of doing any fach thing. 

5. Lf it be called che Baptifm of Repentance,&c. becaule it 
feals and confirms the Covenant or Promifes of God made to 


men, touching the remifSion of their fins upon their Repent- 
ance, yet this end and ufe alfo is attained upon far beecer corms — 
in 


in the Adminiftration of Bellver, and to men of 
underftanding, then it is or can be when adminiftred to Infants 
who have neither. For if this end and ufe thould be che rea- 
fon of this denomination of Baptifm, yet this muft be fup- 
pofed ; That che intent of God, in making. Baptifin 2 Seal of 
his Covenant and Promife, is not to make his Covenant more 
fure in itfelf, but co give ic thereby a more fure, Rable, and un- 
gueftionable Being in the minds and apprehenfions of men: 
and if fo, this end cannor be attained in Infants by cheir Bap. 
tifm, becaufe they want che afe and exercife of their reafon, 
judgment, and —e without which che Articles and 
cerms of Gods Cavenane will never take place, or have a Being 
in the minds of any, by. way of belief. 
34 Another end of Baprifm feems co be this, viz. That fuch 3. 
who are baptized, might thereby fignifie their acceptance of, | 
and confent unto the cerms of the Gofpel or Covenant. of 
Grace. For che Covenant of God with men does confilt of 
certain Articles co be obferved and kept by each party covenant. 

‘ing, as Covenants among men generally do. And as among 
men the parties covenanting are wont tofignifie their mutual 
confent to their re{pe@ive Acticles,by fome folemn.a@ of theirs 
in the prefence of witneffes; as by figning, fealing, deliver- 
me,&c. So God, in the Covenant between him and men, will 
have fomething like unto this done by men publiquely, to fig- 
nifie their confent co the cerms of it, as well as what is done by 
him to declare his readincfstodoand perform what he hath 
undertaken on his pare. Now Faith in Chrift, and an obedi- 
ential fubjeion ro all his Laws and Precepts, being che con- 
dition of this Covenant on mans part ; at wat time foever he 


enters inco Covenant with God, and. undertak-s che perform- | 


ance of the condition, he is co fignand feal the fame in the pre- 
fence cf witnefles by chat folemn act of his in being baptized. 
1h chis refpect efpecially I conceive itis, that Baptiim is call- 
ed the Bapti/m of Repentance for the remiffion of fis, ( Mark, 
1.4. Lwk; 3.3-) becaule men are to take up chat Ordinance 
upon their firtt beginning to repent, in order co the remiflion of 
their fins, For like reafon I fuppofe itis called she of 
regeneration, Tit. 3.5. becaule opon their being born 


again, 


’ - 


. 


Baptifm, if we refpe& the 
beginning of tt ; but becaufe'the work ef Regeneration 
Spirit, and the Baptifar 6f water, which is declarative 
are necrly conj in refpect. ef time, if he who is regenerate 
by the Spirit do but what becomes him: And now why tarryefh 
thou, arifeand be baptized, Aits21.16. ——And was bapts- 
16. 33. Finally, Beleeving, 

i 


16, 16.) and Baptifm fiath its rank, place, or {tanding in Seripture 
mextafter Faith, (Heb.6.1,2. Eph. 4.5. Adark 16. 16.) be- 
canfe it was one of the firft fruits of Faith, by which they gave 
aecoumt to the world, that they did believe indeed, and was 
doubile(s. efteemed of Faith, and without: which. they 
were not reckoned Dilciples of Chrift, notwithftanding any other 
ovestures that waysmade. 
_ That both Repentance, and the declaration of it by Baptifmn, is 
required on Mans patt, to incerefs him in remiffion of fins, and 
fanftification of the Spiris, the chings covenanted or promifed on 
Gods part ; is too evident to be denyed by any, but thofe chat 
will not fee, from Aés 2.38, 39. Repent, and be baptized every 
one of you inthe Name of the Lord }afus Chrift, for the remif- 
fron of fins,and ye foall receive the gift of the Holy Ghoft : For the 
Promife ss to yen, and te your children, and to all that are afar 
Off, even as many athe Lard our God foall call. And that God 
did not intend this way only for thofe to whom thefe words were | 

then {poken, orfor the memand women of that generation onely, 
bus that it was to be his ftanding method through-all generations, 
- ‘Sppears, in.chat the Apoltle faich, that the Promife, to wit, of re- 

miffion of fins, and gift of che Spirit, which was made on con- 
dition of Repentance and Baptifm, was made, not oncly co them 
then, and their children, bat to thofe chat were further remote, 
to thofe afar off, even to. all whom the Lord our God (hall call. 


‘Aad thisbe onc end and ule of Baptifgn, as you fee, for perfons 


are conjoyned as relative to Salvation, (Mark 


be baptiztd, according 'to what was prafifed in 
| the Asofties times. Hence it is likewile, as may well be con. 
ceived, that mens being born of Water, and of the Spirit, (fob. 
Wafeing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy 
Ghoft, (Tt. are joyned. together.; not becaule the Spi- 


ty) 
thereby to enter their publ. que. alent and. confent unto the termes 
of the Gofpel. upon their cordial embracing of it, then, the Bap- 
tifm of Infants is voyded this.ule allo, in.asmuehas they are. 
of exerting, any actof heart or mind by way of afar 
or confent tothe rermsof the Golpel, or ign ay thing 
by a voluntary to Baprifm. 

4. Another excclient cf. & and ‘ule of Baptilm, is, thereby to 
God in the fight of the world, astouching che truth of bis 
fayings im the Gotpel for fo it’s faid, Luk, 7-29 That all the 
people that heard him, and the Publicans juftified God, being pup- 
tized with the Bapti/m of John. When it’s (aid, they juftified 
God, conceive) that they declared. him, accord- 
ing to the tenor of their Faith, to be jnft and true in chat DoGrine 
of Salvation which was te them by his appointment, 
and which they had embraced; for fo. to juftifie God, it tade- 
dare him juft and crue in his fayings ; Rom.3.4. Let God ba true, 
and every man alyar, as it is written, that thon mighte(p be 
juftified im thy fa mg They are faid ro jultife God in being 

declan tha hey judged the Do@rine and. Pre 
pance,they ¢, chat they j ine cepts 
of the Golpel, which part, and 
obedience; as coming from 
But in as much as Infants are onely paffive i in Bapeim, and not 
at.2il ative or voluntary, they cannos any thing 'to- 
wards the Juftification of God, in their approbacion of, and obe- 
diential {ubjetion to his Gofpel i in their Bapufm: and therefore 
this end of Baprifm alfo. as it 
niftred to Infants. 


ung to God: In which wd bers, albchole that are 
baptized into Chrift, are [aidto put on Chrift, Gal..3.27,. they 
thereby declare themfelvesto belong ro him, as the of 


great menare known to belong to them, by cheir badg and livery, 
which they pur on, when they enter chemfelves fervants to. them. 


The Apoltle from Verf. 23. 3 thews 
of the Law diving the ce 


fubmiffion to thas Ordi- 


4. 
5» Laltly, Another great end ot Bsptilm, when taken up D 
| 


che ale of Faith and He faith 


verf.33. that they were fows up under the Law until Faith cause | 
meaning,] conceive, that by the Ceremonies and Mofaical Ob. 
fervations, they were encloied about, and diftinguifhed from 
the reft of the Nations, as one mans ground is from anothers - 
by an hedg or wall, or asa garden, by che wall chat doth en. 
~ dofe it, is differenced from common ground, according to that 
13. A garden enclofed my Spow/e, a [pring 

, fountain fealed, Hereupon the Rites are 

failed a middle wal partition between Jews and Gentiles; 

Eph. 3. 14, 

Buring the time therefore of this legal Difpenfation, that 
which did denominate them to be «he people of God, was their 
obfervation and keeping of the Law Ay Mofes ; and ancircum- 
cifion is frequently afed to note fuch to be none ef Gods people, 
but of the profane world, who were under chat 
tion. 


But now this way of differencing men lafted but till fuch 
time as Faichcame, as the Apoftle notes; But after Faith t 
some ({aith he) we are no longer under 4 Schoolmafter, veri. 35. 
és. ¢. nolonger known to be Difciples or Schollars, as formerly 


we were by our keepirg of the Law. The Mofaical Difpenfa- 
tion continued till Faith came, i. ¢. until che time of the Go- 


Difpenfation; and then Faith became of the fame ufe to 
inate and diftinguifh who were the children of God, and 
who not; which the Law and Ceremonies ‘prighe before ; 


for fo che ‘Apoftle faith, Verf.26. For ye are (i.e. now ye ate) 


al the children of God by Faith in Chrift Felice. By faith oe 
here is faid to come when the se 


Law ended) is meant, I conceive, the confeffing or ng Bhar 


Jefus to be come in the fiefh, and to be che Son 
and Saviour of the world. That chis 1s the Faith here — 


yo te! and that this Faith was it by which men were to be 
ttinguifhed as the children of God, which were . 


mot, we-have the greater reafen to b:lieve, not onely Decaute 
thig beft agrees with the Apofiles {cope here, bur alfo becaufe 


th other Fa 
whcre tis very Fi 
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eween thofe that thac are not; as 1 Fob. 
4. 2, 3. Hereby ye the Spirit of God: every fpirit thap cone 
fefferh that Clrift ts come in the flefe, it of God: andéev 
pirit that confeffeth moe thas Je(us (brift is come in the fief, és 
not of God, Where the Apoltle then, in the 26 Verfe of this 
third Chapter of the Galatians, faith, Ye are al the children of 
God by Faith in Chriff Jefus, and this by way of diltin@ion 
from that thing by which men were reckoned co be the children 
of God under the Law; I conceive he doth nat onely, if fo 
much, fpeak of this Faith, as confticuting or making thofe, in 
whom it is, the children of God; for fo men were che children 
of God by Faith under the Law, as well as in times of the 
 Gofpel; they being chen juftified by Faich in him that was te 
come, as we are now juftified by Faith in him as being come; 
{o that the Apoltle, differencing Faith from the Law, does net 
difference Faith under the Gofpel from Faith under che Law ; 
but when he fays, Ye are a8 the children of God by Faith,oe, 
he means, that chey were declared and known fe to be now, 
by cheir acknowledgment of Chrift ; whereas they were wont 
to be deemed fuch by che ufe of the Law, to which chey were 
then Schollars. And hereof he gives this reafon or account,v.37. 
For, faith he, as many of you as have been baptized into Chrift, 
have put on Chrift : So that the Faith, what ever ic is,by which 
they were faid co be she children of God, in Ver 26, mult be 
the fame in effe€t with that which he calls che putting on of 
Chrift in Baptifat, Verf. 27. becaufe he afferts the former up- 
on the taking place of thelacter. And that this putcing on of 
Chrift by Baprifm, is not to be underftood friftly of the inser. 
nal act of cheir Faith, but of their profeffion of this Faith, -is 
— evident, not only from che nature of che fervice by which men 
pul 'quely lift chemfelvs che fervants of Chrift, bur alfo trom 
the import and fignification of the phrafe or expreflion here 
ufed, and that is the putting on of Chrift, which is a.Meca- 
phor borrowed from the putting on of apparel, or — 
which men vifibly wear. Befides, their puccing on of Chri 
in Baptifm, would be no reafon why chey were the children of 
by Faith in Chrift, if we thouldunderitand their being 
the childrenof God and not declaracively, 


Py 


thacés, the profeffion of Faith, or rhe wi Chri 
agpchat. whieh doth declare who are the children 


of God from the:world, t 


kmowledg and oblervation, The body 


willj fuppofe, thac.man 1s che ahild of God in his aceoune, 
aie his believing in Chrift, until. he be ed inta 
Bat tf weundesttand: che Apolile bere to.(peak of Faith, 


God, .chen thig 
faying. of his, ,chac becayfechey had been bapriaed into Chrift, 
thas: therefore they had puzon Chrift, wasa good reafon or proof 
of: their-being known to be-the children of God,by their acknow. 
ledgment.of Chrift ; beeaufe by their puting on of Chrift in Bap- 
tifm, apd clothing chemfelves with his Name, they did declare 
whofe children thy were, and who it was they worlhipped, and 
refolved to ferve, and from whem they expe&ed remiffion of fin, 
and the Salvation ef their Souls. For fe tobe baptized mo Chrift, 
what is it elfe; but to be baptized. into the belief prot fer- 
viee of Chrilt ?. and to refign upones felf to be his. Jf ye be Chrifts, 

he , he fuppofes them to. be,upon very sccount 
their. being baprized into him, as will appear, if} you compare 
27, 28,29. together ;. [f ye be Cbrifts,), then-are ye Abrahams 
feed, and heirs according to promife. The uptbot or refult then of 
this piece of the Apoftlesdifcour(e is, Thar perfons by Baptifm do 
make fuch profelaion of Chrift,ss by, which theyare charaCterized 
tobe bis, If chis.theo be che characteriftical mark to diftinguith the 
other acknowledament. of Cheift 

gment. of this, or with. 
of this, as looked apaccial 
DOF a complear putting himon, be efteem: 

thereby the childr | 


1, (or. 
body, Whether Wwe be 


Interpreters, 


be baptized, is the mystical 
tha Hem by the work of che Spiris 


Spirit ave We al. baptized into one 

jems or Gentiles, Whether Wwe be bond or 

| (ree; and have been all. made so drink intoone Spirit. ‘That, it 

| ADy water that is here {poken of, ig the 
| fo Dt herein is. come to.any 
inco which we are {sid to 

one 

upon thei hearts, by which 

men 


| 
men are inclined to ferk fellowthip with 
and his Saints, in this way of Bapri(m, as being the way of God 
coartain hereunto. . But that which isp priricipally for our parpole, 
is, chet ond wwothen aed ‘into this Body 
by Baptifm : They ave baptized into one Body. ~ And if their en- 
trance thereinto be made by 
are not to be reckoned to be of this Body till chey be baptized, 
confequentiy'that Bapriftn is the vitble dost by which men 
enter into this {piritual cotporation, and a wall. of partition be- 
tween the world and the Saints. | 
Thofe Scriptures wicnefs thefame thing alf, which fpeak of 
mens being baptized into Chriff, and ot their being p lanted to. 
Rom. 6..3;5. Gal. 3.27. For 
Coleman chen that mens vifible being in Chritt -is to be reckoned 
from the time of their Baptiim? chat wore, the im- 
mediate inftrument er means of their vifi ion into - hia, 
For otherwife, if they were to be looked upon as hiving 4 vifible 
Being in Chrift, by any act, endowment,or qualification precedi 
why fhould their ingrefsion, ‘their entrance 
be attributed unto their Baptifm? if mens owning 
which ftill did precede their Bapti ec cong ok Cait 
accounts to save or declared their vifible or cogs 
nifible ftanding in Chrilt; doubeiels the Holy Ghoft would not 
have afcribed, or rather the fame unto their Baprifen, 


 asnow he hath done. For, as {peaks ih another cafe; Gul. 


3.21. If there bad been 4 Law 
ve w: it 


verily Righteou{ne/s foonld 
the of ‘the for’ 
makes oathing in vain: fo we may fay in this cafe, i#-any qualifi- 
Cation, ation or profefsion, Baprifm, could have ten- 
dered mens being in Chrift knowable,; upomterms agreeable to 
the wifdom of .Gad, he would not have faper-added Bapufmfor 
the fame end. fi, 
But it fhould: feem oaks, emongh meiny A. 
Major or Sheriff receives thatkind of Civibior: Mugiftratical Bing; 
by which he. is difti from other men; from fome folema 


time of @aftalment his Office afd asa. 
Husband. 


Baprifm, then it's evident, that they 


. 
{ 
- 
a 
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‘Husband and Wife receive relstion and matri- 
monial Being, proper co them, from fome folemn a& done ae 
thecimeof their marriage: or as a manreccives a relative Be- 
ing, as member of fuch a Corporation, by fome folemn a@ 
done at che time of his eniranchifement: even fo; according to 
the import of thefe Scriprures now infifted on,men and women 
receive that relative Being, which chey have in Chritt, and as 
vifible members of thac {piricual Corporation wherein Chritt is 
head and chief, ftom thacfolemn a@ of their being baptized 
into him. And asa Major or Sheriff ig nog velted with his au- 
thority, or Husband and Wife with that power over the bedics 
of each other, of which the Apoftle fpeaks, 1 Cor, 7. 4. nor 
yet any member of a body corporace, with chofe immunitics 
proper to him, by any prequalification or action preparatory 
thereunto, until firft that be a@ed and done by way of folem- 
nity, which appropriately and immediately does inyeft chem 
with their feveral and refpefive capacities; in like manner, 
none are to be efteemed to be in Chrift, or capable of chofe 

— fpiricual priviledges which vifibly do belong to the body of 
~ Chrift, the Charch, upon the account ef any p:ccedaneous qua- 
lification, profeffion, or a&tion whatfoever, until firft they have 
. pafied through thofe fpirirual folemnities in Baptifm, by and 
upon which they are invefted with che denomination and vi- 
fible priviledges which do b:long in common to che membe:s 
of Chrift myttical body. 

By the way; I have infifted che more largely uvon this pat- 
ticular, to che repugnancy of that Opinion, again{t che 
‘plain current of the Scriprure, which holds Baprifm ocedlets, 
ufclefs among{t chofe chat have long made profeffion of the 
Golpel, chough they as yec never were bapt:zed. But it may 
bé I fhall deal further wich chis conceit in a place by it felf, and 
therefore (hall come co bring home what hath been difcourfed 
on this head to our prefent purpole. 

If then chat publique owning of Chrift in Baptifm, by 
which men put him on, and by and upon which they are in- 
co: porated into Chrift v.fibly, be another end and ufe of Bap- 
tifm, as ou fee it is, moft clear and evident ie is, chat this end 
and ufe is not tobe found in the Baptifm of Infants. 

re 


\ 
t 


reafon hereof is, becaufe Intants neither do nor can put on 
Chrilt in cheie Bapeim, make an a€tual declaration and 
profeffion unto the world, thae they own and acknowledg 
Chrilt co be come in the fiefh, to be the Son of God, and Savi 
our of the World, tobe their Lord and Lawgiver, as they do 
who put him on in Baptifm.If che Apoftle had intenved to have 
exprefled che incorporation of Intants into Chrift by Bap: ifm, 
fure he would have faid, thacChrift had pur them on, or had 
put himfelf upon chem, and notthac they had put him on; or 
elfe, chey were thereby put into Chrilt by their Parents 
thac offered chem to Baptifm, or by him who did baptize thea, 
and not that chey chemfelves had put him on(as now the words 
carry it) feeing they are onely paflive in their Baptifm. But 
now che words of the Apofle are exprefs, chat 4s many of you 
have been baptized into Chrift, have (that is, you, even you 
your felves have) put on Chriff. And ther fore inas much as 
Infants cannot, wi h any propricty or truch of {peaking, be faid 
to puton Chrift in Baptif, neither can they any whic more 
properly or truly be faid co be baptized into Chrift; becaufe che 
Apoftle makes che one, co wit, the puccing on of Chrift, as 
General and univerfal astheo:her, viz. the being baptized in- 
tO C hrift. 

Againtt this whole Argument, which concludes Infact- 
Baptifm unlawful, becaute che ends« f Bapsifm arc beccer 
tained in rhe Baprifm of Belicvers,&c, it is objeCted ; That 
this might havc beenan Argument as well againit che circumet- 
fing of Infants under the Law, ss again{t che Baptifm ef Jn- 
fints under che Gofpel ; becaufe chere is the fame reaf n to fup- 
pole, that Circumcifion fhould have lefs anfwered the ends 
thereof when ap: lyed toIntan’s, as there is to conceive, that 
Bap ifm fhould le(s antwer i sends when ig is apply¢d co In- 
tants ; and yet we well know, that this was no bar co Infant. 
Circunefion then, and therefore why fhould it be any againit 


their Baprifin now ? 

To this I anfwer, by way of negation, or denyal of chat 
fuppofi ion upon which rhe Obje@tion ftands, and wherein the 
urmoft ft-engch of irlies, which isthis, viz. That there 1s the 
reafon to fappote that fhould antes 


Objet. 


Anfw.i. 


j 


| Sen 17, 11. 


ends thereof as adminifired co Infants, then it would have 
done in cafe it had. been applyed to men of riper years, as there is 


to ¢onceive the like thing in the Adminiftgation of Baptifm to In- 
fants: fay, I do deny there is the like reafon; for the one as chere 
is for the other ; and that upon thefe grounds. - 

1. There is no fuch accommodation to, ot correfpondence be- 
tween Bapti(m in theletter ef ir, and ics fpiritual ends, when ap. 
plyed ro Infants, as there was between Circumeifion in the letter 
of it, anditsmore fpiritusl ends ; becaufe the proper end of Cir- 
cumeifion st by Gods own appointment for 4 token or figu of 
the (ovenant between God and.that people to whom it was cn- 
joyned, this token or fign was not any cranfient thing (I mean, as 
Rouching the letter of it) chat did pafs away in the acting of it, 
but was permanent and lafting, fo that the fign it felf, and the 
Covenant to which it related, remained inthe flelh of him who 
was circumcifed, all the days of his life, as vifible to him, and as 
capable of improvement to fpiritual ends, many yesrs after i¢ was 
made, asif ithad been but newly acted and done before his eyes. 
My Covenant (faith God) foall be in your flesh (i.e. remain there) 
for an everlasting Covenant, Gene{. 17.13. Whereas Baptif{m is 
a tranfient act, and leaves no fuch vifible impreffion in the Infant, 
as matter of memorial, fignification, or inftru€tion to him when 
he comes to be aman, as chat of Circumeifion did: fo that we 
isnot the like reafon, but an apparcnt difference in this 
reipect. 

Nor can it be truly faid, That either the report of Parents of 
Neighbors, or any Parith, or other Regifter, is or can be « quiva- 
lent unto the fign in the ficth before mentioned, as to the afcertain 
ing of men and women of their being baptized in their Infancy : 
1. Becaufe there is not the like certainty nor fatisfaCtion in reports 
and hear-fays, asthere is in fecing and bcholding, which differ- 
ence not with{tanding we have in thefe two cafcsin hand. 2. Bz 
caufe opportunity of fuch fatisfation, as thcfe reports &c. are 
capable of giving, may be cut off by the death or other removal 
of fuch from whom it is to be received, or elfe by the removal of 
fuch Infants themfelves into places far remote, before ever they 
come to age; upon occafion whercof it may well fall out many 
times, that perfons may be at a great lofas touching any knowledg 


they 


they have, or-can get, wherher they were ever baptized or no : 
which inconveniency was oot incident to Infants Cireumeifion, 
And therefore in asqmuch as the fpiri‘ual influence and operation 
of {uch an Ordinance upen the heart of a man when he comes to 

e, which he received in his minority (astouching his perfonal — 
incerelt in it) does depend goose knowledg of the thing done, 
as co matter of fact; chereforé by how much more evident and 
indubitable facisfaétion bereabout was exhibited in and by that 
durable fign in the fiefh, which was made by Circumcifion, above 
what is tobe had by any means to affure perfons at age of their 
being baptized in their Infancy » by fo much the more did Infant- 
Circameifion anfwer the ends of that Ordinance, above what In- 
oe ere can be fo much as fuppofed to anfwer the ends 

this. 

2. Lanfwer yetfurther, That the end of Circumeifion, though 
adminiltred to Infan:s, was becter atcained, chen the «nd of Bap- 
tifmcan be when it is foapplyed ; becaufe much ef the benefic of 
Circumcifion did accrue to the circumcifed ypon the work done, 
without refpe& to any inward qualification or endowment ; 
whereas the benefit of Baprifm does not acerue megly upon the 
work done, but is fufpended upon the _knowledg, faith, &c. of 
him who isbapt:zed. The Righteoufnefsof the Law (ct which 
Cireumcifion was.a principal part) fpeaketh on this wife,7 be man 
that doth thofe things foal live by them, faith theApoltle, by way of 
contradiftin@tion from the voyce of the Gofpel, or the Righteouf- 
nefsof Faith, Rom.10.5. And again, The Law w not of Faith, 
(i.e. the Promifes, many of chem at lealt, were not fufpended 
on mens believing,) but the man that doth them, live in 
them, Gal, 3.12. Hereupon that Miniltration is called the, A4ini- 
ftration of the letter, 2 Cor..3.6. the Ordinances thereot car- 
nal Ordinances, and [uch as did not make perfect, as pertasming 
tothe Con{cience, Heb.9.9,10. The Apoitle, to fhew wherein 
the Gofpel or new Covenant exceeds the Law or old one, faith, 
that according to this God puts bis Laws in the minds of men, and 
Writes them in their bearts, Heb. 8.10, which implics, that he 
did not do fo under the Old Teftament ; or at Jeaft but very little 
comparatively. Again, 70h, 4.23. But the hour cometh, and now 
When the true Wworfiippers foall the Father n fpr 

an 


and truth: implying, that thither-unto, of until then, they had 
not fo worfhipped him ; or at leaft, chat there was but little of 
chat found under the Legal Difpenfation. And, according to 
the nature of this Miniftration, children voyd of underftandi 
and faith, were capable of holy things, as Circumcifion an 
Paffover, and the like, and confequently ef the ends and bene- 
fits of them in part, upon a literal adminiftration and reception 
of them, Rom, 3.1,2. Exod. 13. 44, 48. 

But the cafe is far otherwife now under the Gofpel, which is 
the Miniftration of the Spirit, (2 Cor, 3.6.) It is not the 
work done, but the manner of do'ng of it in knowledg faith,and 
fear of the Lord, that entitles men unto the benefit and bleff- 
ing of Gofpel-Ordinances : for fo rhe Apoftle affirms concern- 
ing Baprifm ic {clf, 1 Pes. 3.31. when he fays, that it faves 
us now, asthe Arkdid fome inthe days of Noah: mor (faith 
he) the parting away of the filth of the flee, (i.e. not by the 
external letcer of the Ordinance,) but the an(wer of 4 good 
Confcience towards God: i.e. when accompanyed with tuch 
a trame of mind and confcience, as does anfwer God in his in- 
tendments of Grace in that Ordinance, So again, Co/. 3.143. 
when the Apoftle faith, thar they Were buryed With Cbrift in 
Bapti/m, and chat they were therein alfo rifen With bim, yet 
he fays that thus they were by rhe faith of the operation of God, 
who raifed Chrift from the dead: meaning, fucha faith, as was 
produced by the operation of God, or elfe {uch as had the 
operation of God in raifing up Chrift for irs obje&: however, 
it was by the interveniency of this Faich,thar chey became both 
buryed and rifen with Chrift in Bap: ifn. 

Now Infants, as they are nor capable of ating this Faith, or 
making this anfwer of 1 good Confcience, fo they are not ¢a- 
pable of thofe bleflings and bencfirs intended by God in Bap- 
tifm ; in asmuch as he hich fufpended the donstion th.reof 
upon thefe, in conjunction with Baprifm. And white any ef- 
fe& depends upon the taking place of more cavfes then one 
{ as it does in the cafe infhand ) it is not any one et rhofe caufes 

alone that will produce that effe@. | 
3 How ever the ends of Circumcifion were attainable, 
though adminiftred: to Infants in thofe réfpe&ts before menti- 
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oned, with their fellows, vf CA the Ordinance ie felf 
was fo much the lefs {pirirual, and fo much the more weak, and 
fayoring of the Legal Miniftration, and fuired to the then 
childifh condition ot the Church, becaufe adminiftration th. re- 
of was made to Infants. This, | conceive, might eafily be made 
out from feversl of thofe rational principles confonant to the 
Scripture, upon agd from which I have already evinced Bap- 
-tifm to be more fpiritual, proficable, and editying, when admi- 
niftred to men agri the Faith, then when appl, ed to chil- 
dren. Ther.fore doubrlefs, what the Apoftle {peaketh of rhe 
Commandment in gener:| (meaning the Law, which,as he fays, 
made nothing perfect) how that it ds/anulled for the weakne/s 
and unprofitablene/s of it, Hebr.7.18,t9. may well be under- 
ftcod to comprehend even this part of che Commandment alfo, 
which enjoyned an Ordinance, one or more, to be adminiflred 
tolictle children. And how ever fucha mean, low way and 
method of enjoying Ordinances, as was accommodated to the 
capacity cf babes, was not uncomely whileft the Church was 
in the condition of children, asthe Apofile {peaks, (Ga/.4 3.) 
no more then ic ts for a child, whileft he is a child, to {peak and 
a@ as achilds yet toretain this poor, and low, and barren way 
of adminiftring a Gofpel-Ordinance to Infants, now the 
Church is raifed, both in capacity and adminiftration co its man- 
ly condition, is as incongruous and uncomely, as it is for one 
(till co {peak and a& asachild, when he is become aman, By 
this time I hope it appears, chat there isnot che fame reafon 
why Baptifm adminiftred co Infants fhould reach che ends 
thereof, as there was why Circumcifion, though applyed to 
Infanes formerly, fhould atcain ics end» For the nature of che 
two Ordinances differ, the rerms of cheir Adminiftration dit- 
fer, andthe refpective capacitws of the Church then, and the 
Church now, differ: and according to chat rule in Logick, 
Where the things shemfelves differ, there the reafons of thofe 
things differ al/o. 
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ArGuUM. 


3 Y next Argument fhall be taken from the different na- 

ture of the two Miniltracions of the Old and New 
Teftaments, as rendering Infant-Baptifm, in that precife confidera- 
tion of it as applyed to Infancs, difagreeable to che Miniftration 
cf the Gofp.1, bar withall more correfpondent with the Mint 
ftration of the Law: Therefore I chus furcher argue. 

If Infant. Bapti(m be difagrecable tothe Miniftration of the 
New Teftament, then Infanis ought not to be baptized: The 
reafon hereof is, becaufe fo far as either this or any other way ot 
practice docs comply with the Legs! Muiftration, and difagree 
with the Evangelical, fo far it does crofs or oppofe che defign of 
God, in changing the Miniftration of the Law, for that of the Go- 


fpel; and conk quently carries in it a fpirit of antipathy againft the 


very fpirit of the Gofpel Miniftration. This, if it w. re not fufh- 
ciently evident of it felf, might receive abundant confirmation 
from fuch Scriptures as thefe, and what mighe fairly and plainly 
be deduced from them: Fob. 4. 23,24. 2 Cor. 3.6. Gal 4.9% 
Col. 2. 8,17. Heb. 7. 18,19. & 8. 6,7. 10.1. 
But I pre‘ume of every mans plenary fatistaction as to chis : There- 
fore I proceed. 


But Infant-Baptifm is difagreeable to the Miniftration of the 


New Teflament. 


r. The truth hereof, in the firft place, is confpicuons and per- 
ceptible by what hath been made good in our former Argument: 


For there we proved Bopxilm, as adminiftred to Infants, lefs edity- 
ing, as to the feveral ends of it, then when adminiftred unto Be- 
lievers : and sf lets edifying, chen the more fuitable and conform- 


_ able to the Miniftration of the Law, which was a Miniftration of 


lefs light and edification; and to the fame proportion, difpropot- 
tionate to the Miniftration of the Gofpel, which isa Miniftrationof 
a greater light, and a more rich edification. : | 

2. I might, in the fecond place, well foppofe Infant-Baptifm 
to favor ftrongly of the Legal Miniftration, becaufe the prihcipal 
Arguments, produced in defence thereof, are fuch as do arife out 


of, and are dedudted from, the example of Infant-Circumcifion, s 
prin- 


> 


prioeipal part of the Legal Miniftration, and from that analogy and 
a that is fuppofed to be between them: and not only fo, 

t like 


wife becaufe fuchArguments and Pleas tend to draw down 
this part of the Gofpel-Miniltration, as applicable to Infants, unto 
the line and level of the Legal. For fuch Arguments,and the thing 
argued, what are they elfe bat {uch which ate after the rudiments 
the World, and not after Corsft, i.e. fuch as are according to 
the Miniftration of the Law which was by A4o/es, and nos ac- 
cording to that of the Gofpel which is by Chrift: of which tha 
Apoitle warns the Coloffians to take heed, as fach by which they 
were in danger of being deceived and fpoyled: Col. 2.8. Beware 
left any man {poyl you through Philofophy and vain deceit (ive. 
through Philofophical and deceitful reafonings, which are) after 
the tradition of men, after the rudiments of the World, and not 
after Chrift. Now thofe reafonings may be {aid to be after the 
rudiments of the Werld, not only which tend to commend the 
oblervation and pra@ife of thofe rudiments in all che ps-ticulars 
of the letter of them, but alfo when fuch Arguments and Pleas, 
for fuch or fach a practice,be derived from,and grounded cnly up- 
on thofe rudiments, and not on the Gofpel, And, 2. When they 
tend to promote a way or prs@tice which anfwers che natute of 
thofe rudiments in fome one or More particulars proper cto them, 
though otherwife not the fame literally and inall refpcéts. For fo 
Chrilt is {aid to be 4 Pricft after the order of Adelchifedec, though 
he were not {pecifically fuch another Prieft in all refpects, but fuch 
which held fome fimilitude with him, Hebr. 7.15. Now that 
thofe Arguments for Iofant-Baprifm, which are as the Axlecree 
upon which the Controverfie on that fide turns, and as the warp 
running all along that piece of difcourfe ; that chefe Arguments 
may be faid to be after the radiments of the World, or one of the 
rudiments of the world, to wit, Ciraumcifion of Infants, and 
that in both thefe refpe€ts before mentioned, is eafte to conceive. 
For are not the principal Pleas for Intant-Bapti(m derived from, 
and founded on the Cireumeifion of In’ants under the Law ? And 
do they not reod to promote a way and practice now under the 
Go'pel, of adininiftering an holy Ordinance unto Infants? which 
for vught appears to the contrary, was pr@pcr and peculiar co thas 
Admuiniltration of the Law ? | 
of. 
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Nor does that diffolve the ftrength of what I have now faid, 
which ufually is objetted in chis cafe, That both our Sa- 
viour and hs Apoltles vindicate and affcrt practices under the 
Gofpel, from the examples of practices under che Law: as the 


Difeiples gathering ears of cornon the Sabbath, from Davids 
eating the jhewbread: and the Prieffs killing of Sacrifices in che 
Temple on the Sabbath, AZatth. 12. 3, 4,5. The miniftering 
in carnal chings to Minifters of the Gofpel, fr m the mot mux. 
ling the mouth of the Ox treadixg ont the corm under the Law, | 
1 Cor.9.9 10. 

For, 1. {¢ does not appear, that men of private {piri’s, 
wenting that infallible guidance of the Holy Gholt which 
Chriit and his Apoftles had, may ule like liberty as chey did in 
this behalf. Nay, hath not che prefumption thus ro do, been 
the fluce through: which very many Popifh Superftitions have 
firft entred into che World? as fuppofing them to hold an 
analogical and equitable proportion with many the Jewilh 
Cuftoms ? 

Bur, 2. I anfwer further, That chings differ much in the 


, cafes produced and compared; For, 4, Though Chrift and 


the Apottles did both back and illuttrate their Do@rine ana 
Precepts from inltances and exampl.s of things under che Law, 
yet they never made chefe examples the fole ground and foune 
dation thereof, but thefe are {till buile upon chat auchority they 
had from Gc d orherwife. As Chrilt, in chat cafe how obje@- 
ed, everand above his a'legation f:om che Law, interpofes his 
own authority as more confiderabk ; AZart. 13.6. But I [ay 
unto yom, that in the place is one greater then ibe Temple: and 
more plain] , Verf. 8. For the Son of mans Lord even of she 
Sabbath day. And io Pan! inthe other cate, he firlt and, prin- 
cipally pleads his Apofolical Authority, 1 (07.9.1,2. Am I 
wot an Apofle? am] mot free? have ] rot feen felus Chrift our 


Lord? are you not my Work inthe Lord? If I be not an Apoftle 


te others, yet doubtle/s I am to you; for the [eal of mine Apoftle- 

fosp are yein the Lord: but after he hath done this, he then p.o- 

C.@ds co illuftrate whac he pleads, by that which he brings out 

of tic Law, Verf. 8 9,10. and in fine, does bottom the bufi- 

ncfs on the appoin:ment or ordination of God, for fo he sh 
f Ver 


¥ 
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14. Even fo hath the Lord that they Which preach 


the Gospel, fhould live of the Gospel. 2. The things which 
both Chrilt and the Apoftle, inthe cafes objetted, plead from 
examples out of the Law, were not meerly and barely in@itu- 
tiveand poficive, bue of a moral confideration, and fo of a 
more ready perception and deduction from thofe exampl:s. 
The Difciples gach: ring of Corn on the Sabbath, coold be iup- 
pofed to be a breach bur of a ceremonial precept, and yet it 
was in order co preferve cheir lives, health, and (trenzth, a thing 
enjoyned by amoral precept, which is fuperior to chat whieh 
is but cereinonial: in which cafe the Pharifees might eafily 
have fatisfied chemfelves from che examples produced by 
Chrift ; as he fays, Jf ye bad known What this meaneth, { wil 
have mercy and not facrifice, ye World not have condemned the 
guiltle/s, Marth, 42,7. That there wssalfo amoral equityin 
the nature of the ching, viz, that they who preach the Gospel, 
foould live of the Gospel, (another thing that was faid to be 
leaded from examples in the Law) appears plaioly ; becaufe 
the Apoltle fuppofes a like equity in this, as ghere is, that be 
that gorth a warfare fbould bw charges born by them for 
whom he fighes ; or asthere is thac he who planzeth a vineyard 
foonld cat of the fruit thereof, or that feedeth a flock feonld eas 
of the milk thereof, or that the laborer fiould have bis hire, 
I Cor. 1 7m. 5- 18. 
But now Infant- Bapeifm hath nor any exprefs suthoricy of 
Chrift or his Apoftles to back ir, or any moral equity in and of 
it felf difcernable to commend it; in both which refe&s it 
difctrs from che intances and examples « bje@ed, and tails of 
that confirmation it catched at by chem. And focha differ. 
ence in the nacure of things, cannot bur make a like differ: nee 
in chofe proper inferences that may be drawn from them. It’s 
true indeed, ic is ordinary co affert fuch things as are plain parts 
of the Gofpel, from the prefigurations and predift ons cf the 
Law, ( 48s 26.33. Rom. 3.21. Epilttle Heb. ce.) but to af- 
fere any thing from the Ceremonies of the Liw, which hath 
no footing in the Gofpel, is doubrlefs thac which is after 
the rudiments of che world, and nor afcer Chrift; which J 
fuppofe verily to be the cafe Infanc-Baptiim , 


| 
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it is pleaded from Infants Circumeifion, 


3. Another thing, by which it may appear that Infant-B:prifn 
isnot agreeable to the Gofpel-Miniltration, is, in that it differs 
from it in this property of it, viz. as itis Adiniftration of the 
Spirit; for fo it’s called, 2 Cor. 3.6. Ic’s the Miniftration of 
the Spirit in two refpedts: 1. Becaufeinand by this Miniftration 
the Spirit is given unto men, Galat.3.2,5. 2 Becanfe the 
worlbip and fervice which God receivesfrom m:n under it, is, 
or ought tobe more fpiritual chen that wasunder the Law ; in 
both which refpects Infant-Baptifm will be found difagreeable 
to it. 

1. That Baptife, as an Ordinarce of the New Teftament, and 
pare of the Gofprl-Miniltration, when duly adminiltred and re- 
ceived, docs conrribuce towards their receiving of the Spirit, in 
refpe& of a greater prefence snd operation thereof, theo till chen 
ordinarily hath been enjoyed by them who are thus baptized, may 
sppear from the promife of God made in that behalf, 4s 2.38. 
Then Peter (aid unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of 
you inthe Name of }efus Chr ft, for the remiffion of fins, and 
ye frall receive Phe gift of the Holy Ghoft Gc. And that this was 
not particular and peculiar to tho‘e perfons unto whom Peter . 
then (pake thefe words, bur that che {ame promife is made to all, 
inallages, that (hall repent and be bapzized, is evident by that 
which follows in the next Verfe, whereby che Apoftl- doch aflure 
them of the remiffion of their fins, and their reception of the 
Holy Gholt, in cafe they did repent, and were baptized, upon 
this ground ; becaufe the promife of God, to wir, upon the terms 


before mentioned, was made to them, and to their children, and 


not to then nly, but alfo to thofe afar off, vz. in refpetof na- 
tion and generation, even as many of them or their children, of 
others afar off, as whom the Lord our God thould focall, wiz. 
by Repentance and Baptifm, And it is very like, that it is be- 


— caufe of that proximity or neernefs of relation that is between 


this Ordinance of Baptifm by water, and this Baptifm of che 
Spirit, thac mens being born of water and of the Spirit, (ob. 
2:5.) and the Wwajbing of Regeneration, and renewing of the 

oly Ghoft, are coupled together in Scripture, Tit, 3. 5. 1 Cor. 
11, And it ig not unlike neither, that che Spirits defcend- 


ing 
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Chrift immediately upon his being baptized ( AZat.3.16. 
might have this inftru€tion to thole i thould 
| pula be baptized with water as he was, ro expect a greater mea- 
ure and prefence of the Spirit, then before had becn vouchfated 
to them. 

But now that it is not reafonable to exp2é, that any fuch «fice 
fhould be produced by Infants being baptized, is evident upon 
this gronnd, beesufe the gift of the Spirit is fill made in Scrip- 
ture to follow the ac of mens bel eving the Go'p:|, (of which 
a&t Infancs are uncapable,) 70b.7.39. 15.7,8. 19. 2. Gal. 
3.14 Ephef. 1.13, And cherefore when I affirm,asbetore, Thar 
the gift of the Spiric, or fome greater meafure of the Spirit, is 
promifed upon Baprifm duly received, I would not be under- 
ftood, as if I meant, that this promife is made to any meerly and 
barely npon their being bspezed, but to cheir Bspri‘m in conjun- 
tion with thcir believing and repenting, for fo it is in the fore- 
cited piace, 44s 2.38. Repeat, and be bapt xed, cc. and ye 
foall recesve the gift of the Holy Ghoft : The promife of the Spi- 
rit isnot made, either to Repentance or Baprifm fingly, but co 
bozh in conjun@iion. So that although Baptiim be to be received 
withaneyercothe promife of the Spirit, and under an expetati- 
on of 3 greater prefence thereof, yet by fuch only|@ho are under 
that qualfication of believing; for where things are promifed 
— upon feveral conditions, or upon condition of feveral things in 
conjunction, it is not the performance of one of thofe conditions 
alone, that can puta man into a dueand well-grounded expecta- 

tion of the promife. | 
Thac Infants are in no prefent or a€tual capacity of believing 
whil'it {uch, is evident upon chis ground, becaufe they have not 
the ufe and exercife of underf{tanding, knowledg, or reafon, with- 
out which none can actually believe. For faith {uppofes an actual 
knowledg in him who does believe, of thefe two things; 1. A 
notion or knowledg of the thing, matter, record, or teftimony, to 
be beliewed ; and, 2. A notion or knowledg of him who is to be 
believed, or who is the Author of that doétrine or faying which 
is che fubjeG& matter of Faith; asoamely, That he is fuch an one 
as may be crediced in what he fays. Thefe things are clear from 
and the like Scriptures, 10, 14,17. 315 
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Pfal.9. 10. 2 Tim1.¥8, infants have no fuch knowled 
as to make any Judgment upon either perfon or thing to be be- 
licved, as touching either the goodnefs or badnefs of the one, 
or the probability or jmprobabiliry of che other, appears Dene, 
1.39. Your little ones, which ye [aid hould be a.prey, and your 
children Which in that dey bad no knowledg between good and 
evil, they fhall I/ai.7.16. jonah 4.11. 

If Infanes chen be in no prefene capacity to believe, and 
without believing in no capacity to receive the Spirit, it fol- 
lows, That Infants, whileit fuch, are in no due capacity of re- 
ceiving Baprifm in order to their recciving the Spirit, and con- 
fequently that Baprifm adminiftred to them, is dilagreeable to 


the Gofpel- Mini tration, as it is the Miniftration of the Spirit ; 


whereas che Bapiifm of Believers is moft commodioufly {uit 
able thereunto. 

Nor can it reafonably be fuppofed here, that fuch a notion 
as this will falve chis fore, viz, That Baprifm may be received 
by Infants in order to their receiving the Spirit when they 
come to believe, and fo their Baptifm be agreeable to the Go- 
{pele Miniltration as it is a Miniltration of the Spiric, notwith- 
itanding it be received in Infancy ; Becaufe Baprifm hath no 
influence this way as itis a work done, in which refpe& only 
Infants are capable of it, butas it isdone, fubmitted to, and 
taken wp outof faith, and in obedience to God, as hath been 
alcady proved before in part, and will be furcher confirmed 
atterwards, 

3. Infant: Baptifin is difagreeable to che Gofpel-Miniftration 
agit is the Miniftration of the Spirit, in this refpe@ alfo, viz. 
asit all Wortbippecs, in all a&s of worhhip, in all 
the O;dinances this Miniltration, to Worfoip God in Spirit 
with themind, in faithand fear ot the Lord, That thefe are 
the cerms of the Gofpel. Miniltration, appears from 4.23, 
24. with other places cited fo;merly upon fomewhar like oc- 
calion, upon which account I may {pare further infifting on 


them here. He chat makes ufe of a Gofpel-Ordinance, and 


does not difcern in fome meafure the nature, tendency and im- 
pore of it, contracts fin and guilt to himfelf thereby, as is 
molt clear in the cafe of the Supper of the Lord he that in 


cating 
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eating and drinking does moe ai/cern the Lords body, eats and 


drinks Judgment to hiwsfelf, 1 Cor, 11.29. And becaufe this 
ualification of difcerning is not found in Children, there- 
are not admicced tochis Ordinance, And how they 
fhould be uncapable of this Ordinance in this refpe&, and 
yet capable of Baprifm, I underftand nor, efpeci lly confider- 
ing chat they boch reprefent the death of Chrilt, Rom. 6. 3. 
1 (or.t1.26. both relate coche great benefit of remiffion of 
fins by him, and tend to ferve the imporiant incereft of men 
thercabour, Afark 1. 4. Matt, 26,28. Since they both then 
cravcl with che fame bleffing inthe main; how comes it to 
pafs chat the bleffing of the one accrues not to the receiver 
but by his difcerniog the mind of God init? and yet the bene- 
fic of the other does, without any fuch difcerning, if that were 
true which fome imagine ? Circainiy if plain Scriptures will 
fa:ishe hereabour, they do inform us, that it is by means of 
Fasth, and the an/wer of a good Con/cience, that Baptilm be- 
comes beneficial as to its ends, as well as che Supper by a 
{piritual difcerning as to iis, Colof, 2.12 Pet. 3,21. But 
I (hall not infift again upon that which I have already dif- 
patched. In a word, the whole Miniltration is denomina- 
ted by Faith, (Galar. 3.23, 25.) becaufe Faith, fiom ficlt 
to lait, from one end of it to che other, is to fteer all af- 
fairs under it on mans part, to act every fervice, to ace — 
company every Ordinance, to receive every blefling, to ren- 
der all aftions acceptable, and to make all parts of it be- 
neficial. 

Where this qualification therefore is known to be want- 
ing, as it is in Infants, certainly there Baptifm cannot be 
applyed without an apparent breach of the Laws and Rules 
of chis {piritual Mioittration. And thus alfo have I made 
good the premiffes of this third Argument; the Conclufion 
will follow of it felf without help,&c 
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M* next Argument fhall be this: Jf sone onght to be bap. 
tized, but (uch Who appear voluntarily Willing to be bap- 
tized in obedience toGod, then Infants ought not be baptized. 

The reafon hereot is, becaufe Intan:s Bapciim cannot reafonably 
be fuppofed to proceed from any willingn fs in them to obzy 
God therein, they being no wife voluntary or active, but altoge- 
ther paffive therein. 

But none ourske to be baptized, but [uch Who appear voluntari- 
ly Willing to be baptized in obedience to God. Thereafon hereof 
is this, becanfe without thisobediential willingnefs, Baprifm will 
be unprofttable and fruitlefs to them: and where we know che 
Boos of Baprifm ts not to be actained, there it is not to be admini- 

red; for in cafe we fhould, it would be a profanation of the Or- 
dinance, # taking of Gods Name in vain: Though the fowing of 
feed be never fo neceflary, yet it would be no mans wifdom, bur 
folly, vo fow in {uch a ground, or ac fuch a feafon, which he knows 
will render his feed truitle(s. 

That there is no reafon to otherwife, but that Brprifm 
thould be unprofirable to all tuch who do not take it up volun- 
tarily, willingly, and in obzdtence to God, sppears upon this 
account. 

1. Becanfe now under the Gofpel, this is the ftanding Rule or 
Law between Duties and Rewards, between the ufing of holy 
Oidinanees, and the benefit hac comes by them, wiz. Thar Da- 
ties Be done, and Ordinances performed willingly, and in obedi- 
ence toGod+ 1 Cor. 9.17. where the Apoftle, {peaking of his 
preaching the Gofpel, faith, /f [do thw thing willingly, [have 4 
reward. Thisfaying of the Apoftle, thongh it were uttered vpon 
one parcicniar occafion, yet doubrlefs it reaches all perfons and all 
duties; If any man doany duty willingly, asunto God, he thill 
have his reward. But as Affirmacives ule to include their Nega- 
tives by way of implication, fo itis heres If I do it not willing- 
ly, J haveno reward: For fo the particle 7 F, imports the con- 
dition ypon which the reward is to be received or not received : 
and you will {poyl the fence of the place, if you fuppofe, that . 
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the Apoftle did the thing he there {peaks of, he fhould receive a 
reward, whether he did it willingly or no., Again, 2 (or. 8. 12. 
If there be firft a Wiking mind, st ss accepted according to that 
which aman bath, and net according to that he bath no’. This 


alfo, though it were fpoken upon a particular oceafion (as many 
great Doctrines of the Scriptures were,) yet itis a general 
propofition, which reaches even all duties, If there be firlta 
wiiling mind, that is,anobedientions difpofition God. ward ; and 
this willingnefs of mind, and cbediential difpofition, is that, both 
which puts a man upon doing his duty according to chat ability he 
hath, and which alfo rendcrs the fame acceptable and rewardable 
with God, Here again this conditions) particle / F, If there be 
fil a wiking mind, mult needs imply, chat if chis willing mind 
wanting, the man i$ not accepted, his action not rewaided, 
though he do the thing: For fo Pew, fpeaking of the fame duty 
of giving, 1 Cor. 13.3. faith, Though 1 bestow all my goods to 
feed the poor, and though 1 give my body tobe burned and have 
not Charity, it profiteth me mothing : Still tcaching us, thac if 
there be an inward priociple of a willing compliance with che 
Will of God wanting in any action, which in it felf is good, and 
commanded of God ; yet for chat very caufe it becomes unpro- 
htable to him that does it, in which refp< & we affirm Baprifm of 
Infants unprofitable to them. | 

2. Promifes made unto duty, or upon condirionof daty,’ 
tewards of that obedience which is yielded to God in difcharge 
of duty, when they are fulfilled thereupon. Now it isno wife 
Proper to fay, or rational to fuppofe, chat God rewards his crea- 
tore,man, for that wherein he is ooly paffive, they being fuch 
sions which we call moral, and which proceed from she moti- 
00 of the Will governed by a divine Law, that are rewardable by 
God. And therefore, unlefs Baptifm be fubmitred unto willing 
ly, and in obedience to God, which cannot be (uppofed in In- 
fants; the good things annexed thereto, by way of promifory re~ 
compence of fuch obedience, cannot wpon any good ground be 

3. I have proved before in another Argument, That now, 
under the Gofpel-Miniftration, there is no benefic comes, either 


by Baptifm, or any ocher Ordinance, but by means of his Faith 


who. 
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who partakes thereof; Withows Faith it is impoffible to pleafe 
God, ( Hebr. 11.6.) in any fervice toapprove ones felf ac- 
ceprable to him ; For wat/over is wot of faiths fin, Rom.\ 4.23, 
If chen the benefit we fpeak of comes not without Faith, then 
neither does it accrue withont that willingnefs of mind and obe- 
dientions difpofition God-ward we {peak of, becaufe it’s impof- 
fible this thould be feparate trom Faith; I mean, a living ative 
Faith, which is che Faich of Gods acceptation: and therefore, to 
belicve, and co obey, ate in Scripture frequently put one for ano- 
ther, and accordingly indifferently fo cranflated, as appears by 
the double readings. 

I fhall nor here again anfwer the cafe of Iofant-Circumcifion, 
which poffibly may again rife upin the minds of fome again 
what hath been now layd down in this Argument alfo, but (hall 
refer the Reader, for fatisfaction herein, to what hath been already 
done about that fubject in anfwer to a former Objection, as judg. 
ing it fufficient at this rurn alfo. 


I fhall not proceed further to levy more Arguments to ferve in 


_ this Controverfie (unlefs occafionally) though many more, of like 


umport with the former, might perhaps readily be formed and 
drawn up, as judging thefe already infifted on abundantly foffici- 
ent co derect the vanity of Infane-Baptifm. 

Nor fhall Tapply my felf to anfwer ethofe many contrary Argu- 
ments, which are wont to be muftered up in defence of Infant- 
Baptifm ; not becaufe I count them, or any of them, either im 
pregnable, or of hard of difficule atcempe ; bur partly becaufe in 
thofe Arguments I have produced, there is a ground or foundati- 
on layd of anfwering all contrary reafonings, and which is of eafte 
application this way: and partly becaufetome of the chiefeft Ar- 
guments on that fide, have been produced already Objection. wile, 


and received their anfwer : and partly likewife becaufe chis hath 


been fufficiently done by other hands: and laftly for brevity fake; 
&§ percciving copious difcourfes hereabout to be burdenfom. | 
But becanfe there is one Argument which feems to be much 
taking with (ome, which as it is of a later invention then others, 
{o perhaps hath not received fach anfwet and refutation as ochers 
i ; theretoreas to this, Lfhall give in fomewhat by way gt 
wer. 


| 
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The Argument is this: 

If the love of God to perfons be the firft and original ground 
of their being capable of Baptifm, then Infants are capable of 
Baptifm: The reafon of this confequence is, becaufe Infants 
are in che love and. favor of God, in as much as God hath par- 
doned that fin, of which they were guilty inand by 4dam, and 
{fo put them into a condition of Salvation by Chrift. 


But the love of God to perfons is the original or firft ground of Affumption: 


their being capable of Baptifm. To make goed this minor Pro- 
pofition, cWo things are alledged, 1. That the reafon why 
Faith is neceffaty in perfons who have not been baptized in 


their Infancy, to render them capable of Bapcifm, is, becaufe 


itis chat mean by which thofe that are co adminilter Baptifm 
come to know that they are in che love and favor of God: and 
if fuch a thing could be known withour fucha profeffion of 
Faith, as ic may inthe cafe of Infants, fuch a profeffion of 
Faith would not be neceflary in order to {uch an admiffion. 
2. That it was upon this ground that Chrilt himfelf was capa- 
ble of Baptifm ; for otherwife he had no fuch Faith as is re- 
quired of men to render them capable of Baptifm, viz. a 
Faith in God touching the remiffion of fins through Chrift ; 
but as be was a perfon beloved of God, upon this account Bap- 
tifm did b:long to him, and accordingly was adminiltred. 
And yee that Chrilt did not receive Baprifm upon any terms 
extraordinary, chough he himfelt was a perfon extraordinary, 
bat upon the fame terms upon which others do, and ought co 
receive it, appears by this, viz. in that even his Baptifiy was 
edminiftred and received, in conformity to afanding Kule or 
Law of Righteoufnefs, common to others as well as to him; 
for fo he himfelf faith to 7obn Baptist, {peaking of his own 
Baptifm; Swffer it robe fo now, far thus it becometh us to fulfil 
al righteoufne/s, Matt. 3.15. 

Before I come co anfwer particularly to this Argument, I 
thall defire thefe ewo things may be obferved by che way: 
1. Thatehis contradias amorher that is wont to be 
employed in this fervice, to wit, thar che promife of God be- 
longs to children of believing Parents, and therefore Baptifm : 


by which Baprifm is re(trained to fach Infants onely as are the 
| G children 
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children of b.lieving Parents: But by this Argument, Bap. 
afin is made to appertain to all Infants whatfoever, whether 
they be children of bel.cving or unbelieving Parents, becaufe 
it fuopotes all Infants to be. in che love of Gcd in che fore- 
mentioned refpeét: and therefore it chis be true, the other 
mult be falfe in its reltrained fence; and Contrary, if the 
other true, this falfe: fo that you fee the witnefles do no 
better agree in their evidence in this behalf, then the falfe wit- 


— neffes did, that came again{t Chrift, in their celtimony. 3, This 


Argument, if it were good, would render, not onely all Ia- 
fants capable of Bapiifm, Bur all men kewife, whether Chei- 
{tian or Pagan, becanfe they are beloved of God in fuchafence — 

as ix’sfaid Infants aie, to wit, in having chat fin, of which 
they were guilty in Adam, remitted tothem. For if chac fin 
were remitted to them in their Infancy, furely chat a@ of 
prace and pardon is not recalled when they come to be men, in 
as much as we no where find in Scripture,that any mens perifh- 
ing isat all charged upon that fin which they were guilty of 
in Adam, bu: upon their own volumary negle of Grace, and 
on their a@tual cranfgreffione And thereture if it be abfard 
(as I fubpote ir will be granted to be) to argue all mens capae 
bility cf Baptifm from this ground, which yet is common to 
all men as well as Intancs, why fhould it be thought any other 
then abfurd likewife, to infer Infants capability of Baptifm 
trom che fame ound? Sisce in ghings Which are the fame, or 
there is the (ame or like Reafon magment, as Logisians 

peak, 

Buc to come clofer tothe Argument; I do deny the confe- 
a of the major Propofition ; I do deny that it therefore 
ollows, that Infants are capable ot Baptifm, though it fhould 
be granted, that the love of God is the ori inal ground of ren- ~ 
dering perfons capable thereof, And the reafon of this denyal 
is taken from that difference which is between the original 
ground of perions capability of Bapcifm, and the next and im- 
mediate ground thereof: for however the love of God be the 
ground of all Difpenfations of good tothe Creature, yet it is 
os i felt in one 
Difpeniation of it in one refpeé, fo in another ss 
cor 


‘ 
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thereof ie exhibics it felf upon other terms and refpeéts. And 
therefore we mult diftingu:th ot che love of God as it is the 


- 


ground of Bupufm, The love of God chen is to'be confidered, 
either, 1. In che whole entire fum or body of it, generally and 
ind: finitely confideted, as comprehending and encloling in it all 
particular Difpenfations of Grace cowards the Creature ; or elfe, 
2. As it exeris or puts forth ic felt in thofe particular Dilpenfations 
themfelves. The love of God in the former fence, though it be 
the ground ot all particular acts of Grace, and fo of thar alfu 
which sppercains to Baptifm, yee it is no (ound way of reafoning, 
to conclude perfons to be in an immediate. capacity of Baptfm, 
becaafe they are in the love ot God under this general confidera- 
tion of it. For upon the fame ground one might as well argue In- 
fants. to be ftrong Chriftians, or fit to be chofen Paftors; Teachers, 
or Deacons, as to argue them capable of Biptifm, becanfe per- 
fons are in chefe capacities by vertuc of tke love of God to them. 
And yet who fees not how abfurd it would be to reafon thus ? 
If the love of God to perfons be she original ground Which 
renders them capable of being chofen into the office of Paftor, 
Teacher, or Deacen, then Infants are capable of being chofen 
into thefe Offices, becamfe they are in the love of God: But the 
love of God us, &c. If the love of Godto perfons be the original 
ground of rendering them capable of the denomination of ji rong 
Chriftians, then Infants are capable of ithe denomination of 
[trong Chriftians, becawfe th-y are in the love and faaor of God: 
But, &e. 


in, to put another cafe like unto thefe ; 

If life be the original ground or caule why perfons are capable 
of fpeaking, then Infants are capable of (peaking, becaufe they 
bave life: But life ws the original pround or why perfons 
are capable of fpeaking, Ergo. 

By the light chen ot cuefe inftances, the invalidity, indeed ab- 
furdity of concluding In‘antsto be capable ot Baptifm, becaufe 
they srein chac love aud favor of God, may you fet be fufficient- 

It then we would come to argue fteadily, fo as to conclude per- 
fons capability of Baprifm from che love of Gud to chem, we muft — 


contider che love of God under thar prrticular and prccile 
Gai 


| / 


of it, by which perfons are put into an immediate, not remote ca- 
pacity of Baptifm. For though itis true, that rhat love of God, 
which is vouchfafed Infants in the pardon of that fin that devolved 


it felf on them from Adam, does put them into a remote capa- 
city both of Baprifm and all other confequencial ats of grace, 
which are vouch{afed men upon their believing and diligent and 
faichful improvement of all means and opportunities of grace, &c. 
yet it does not put them into an immediate capacity of thefe, until 
they do believe, and have improved cthofe means and opportuni- 
ties, condition of which {uch additional and progreffionary 
acts of grace are promifed and {ufpended ; no more then a childs 
ability to read his Horn-book, or Primmer, puts him into 3 capa- 
city of underftanding his Grammar. 

That the Difpenfation of Gods grace and love is made to In- 
fants in onc refpe&t, and to perfons in an immediate capacity of 
Baptifm in another ; and that char act of grace which is youchfafed 
Infants in the pardon of that firft fin, &c. does not put them 
into an immediate capacity of Baptifm, appears upon thefe 
grounds, | 

1, Becaufe that act of grace, or difpenfation of Gods love, un- 
to which Baptifm does appropriately belong, is that which is ex- 
-erted and put forth inthe pardon of mens adtual cranfgreffions, 
. and this too not without their repenting or believing ; whereas 

that a of grace, of which Infants partake, is fuch as is vouch- 
fafed them4n the pardon of original fin only, and this too with- 
out their repenting and believing, meerly upon the account of the 
death of Chrift. That chat 2@, or thofe aéts of grace, unto which 
Baptifm appropriately does belong, is the pardon of fin upon re- 
pentance, and fuch other acts of grace as are concommitant and 
confequential. thereunto, appears plainly by this, viz. in chat 
Baptifm is called (according co the nature of it,.and the intent of 
God in its mftitution) the Bapti/m of Repentance for the remi{fi- 
onof fins, Marki.4. Luk. 3.3. That is, that Baptifm which 
is to be received upon mens repentance for the remiffion of fins ; 
or that Baprifm, in and by which men profefs they cxp:& remiffi- 
on of fins in the way of repentance: or becaufe the reception of 
which Baprifm proceeds from a principle of repentance ; or elfc 
heeaufe God doth thercin authentically allure men of the remiffi- 


on, 


+ 
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on of their fins upon their eiee Take ic which way you 
will, it proves this, That Baprifm is converfant about, and fub- 
fervient unto that act of Gods grace and leve, which is youch- 
fafed men in the pardon of cheir tins upon their repentance : and 
if fo, then isit trrelative tothe grace of God in the pardon of 
Infants fin, which is vouchfafed them without, and before re- 
pentance cakes place. 

2. The love of God is the immediate ground of Baptifm, fo 
far only as it relates too, or is fective of the good of men in 
Baptifm ; for the reception of Baprifm is not otherwile to be 
elteemed an effet of Gods love, thenas the good and bencfic of 
men is concerned therein: That which Chrilts {peaks of che Sab- 
bath, how chat it was made for man, Mark 2.27. i.e. for the 
good of man, is true of Baptifm, and every other Ordinance and 
Inftitution of God. In as much then as Bapti{m 1s not otherwife 
beneficial unto any, but by means of their Faith, and an/wer of 
a good Confcience; and inas muchalfo, as that Infants are not 
under this capacity of means, both which I have formerly evi- 
dently proved ; therefore it follows undenyably, that God does 
not love Infants upon any fuch terms as he does thofe unto whom 
he commends and communicates hislove in and by Baptifm, and 
confequenily, chat the love which God bears to Intants, puts 
them into no immediate capacity of Baprifm. tte 

3- The extent of Gods love to Infants, fo far as is pretended 
inthe reafon of the confequence of the major Propofition, con- 
fifts onely in the pardon of original fin, and che putting them into 
acondition of Salvation by Chrift ; all which love of God they 
are invelted with before ever Baptifm can be applyed to them ; be- 
caufe the love of God in this re{pect, is not conditional, nor does 
depend upon the action of any creature, ot application of any 
means, bur folely upon the atcon:ment which Chrift hath made 
on that behalf: and cherefore Baptifm lies out of the verge, com- 
pals or circumference of the love of God as cnjoyed by Infants, 
and contributes neither lefs nor more in that difpenfation of Gods 
love to them ; in which refpc& alfo Bapti{m is icrelative to the love 
of God in that precife confideration of it, in which it 1s commu. 
nicated to Infants. | | 


Whereas it is alledged by way of proof of the minor Propo- 
G 3 fitton . 


‘ 


- 


Gition; 1. That the teafon why Faith is néceflaty in perfong 
who have not “been baprized in their Infahtcy, ‘to rendet cheay 
of Baprifm, is, becanle it is chat mean by which thot 
that are to admit them to Baprifai come to know char ‘they-are 
in the love of God ; and chat if tuch a thing could be known 
| without fach a proteffion of Faith, asic may in thecafeof ines 
} fants, that chen fuch a profeffion would not be néceffaty in of. 
} der to fach an admiffion, 

To this I anfwer likewife ; 1, That a'profeffion of ‘Faith in 
| | fuch perfons, to render them admirable to Baptifm, ‘is ‘nor ne- 


| _ ceflary co intorm chofe that admit them touching Gods love to 

| them 1p any refpet whatfoever, for this msy be known with- 

out fuch a profeffion ; bur in relarion to ther knowing 
a to be in the love and favor of God in that’ parricilar ‘reipe@ 

| : and determinate confideration, which tenders men immediately 

iat capable of Baptifm ; in this re{peét fach 2 profeffidh of Faith 
isneceflary, becaufe without it the love of God'to them upon 
fuch germs is not knowable, and confequently they nor-admit+ 


able to Baprifm, a8 was before proved by which Infants,’ as 
touching theit capability of Baprifis, ‘are clearly excluded. 
2... The profeffion of Faith is néceffary in the cafe’ Hind, for’ 
other caules chen meetly to inform thole thar admit perfdns 
Baptifm, of their being in the favor of God in‘ gefieral whom 
they do admit, and that is to'let them know that‘{hch are 
pet of the feveral ends and benefieé of Baptifmn, ‘andl fo incet 
Baptiim it ; becaufe unlefs chey have teafon toconctive 
that they have Faich, they can have no reafon to conccivethem — 
ee capacity of the ends und benefics of Baptifm, and 
not of Bapeiim if felt, in as much’as are fufpended upon 
Whereas in the pl.ce ic” is faid, ‘that 
viz. of GodsJoving him, that Chrift himielt 
ble of Baptifm, and nog his Faith, in as much ashe had ho 
Such Faich as is required of men ro render them capable of Bap- 
titm, co wit, a Faich in God touching the remiflion of 
througa Chrilt ; and that yet Chrilt did ‘not teccive 
Bpomany terms extraordinary, bur npon the fame cermsss 
thers do, in a8 much as it Was m conformity to's Handing 
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~ ‘which is required of all other perfons in thatcafe. For what 


termgas others did, at lealt in {eyeral refpefts, and.chac 


That time men underrake publiquely to profel 
and afferg, she Gofpel.unto.the World..in word,and deed, then 


himfelf, 


Law. of Rightcoufnels common to others as well 
Tothis I. anfwers; That chis reafon is buile upon millaken 
ground, as fuppofing Chrift to have no fuch Faith as might 
render him.capable of Baprifm, atleaft as is required of 


other.men in order thereunco.. For Chrift had the {sme Faith 


Faith was required of ocher men-to render chem capable of . 
Baptifm, fave this? viz, To believe that Jefus Chrift is the 


faying,, See bere i Water, what bindreth me tobe baptized 2 then 
Phitip an(wered and [aid, If thon beleeveft with al thine beart 
thon mayft : and be an[wered Philip again, and [aid, beleeve 
that Chrift isthe Son of Ged: upon which confeffion 
Philip baptized him, as counting it fammarily to concain che 
expreffion of chat believing with all che heart, which he before 
had fee asthe condition of his admifsion thereunto, and in- 
deed was none other then the Faith of the Gofpel,, and che 
common form of Believers confefsion: Adat. 14.33. 
49. & 6.69. 21637. $. 9,20, 


And I hope none that own the Scriprures, will deny Chrilt hime 


in asmuchas it was hisowndoGrine — 
whi taught, Job. 10, 36< & 19.7, Matt.27,4;. The 
truch iss Chrift himfelf had a Faithin God his Farher, ( Heby 
2, 13. P/al.22. 8. with Adat, 37.43.) and did continue in 
his Fathers love in the way of obedience to his commands, as 


may it be {aid indeed, that Chrift received Baptifm upon the 


in conformity to the fame ftanding Law of Righceoufnels (co 
wit, the in{titution of God) common to orhersas wellasto 
him. For. doubriefs this wes the Will of God hereabour,. - 


and at thar rime chey ace to take.up che Ordinance of Baptiimy — 
asthe examples of perfons, whole Bapri{m.is recorded inthe 
new Teltament, do abundantly witnels. And therefore Chritt 


the 
aches 


publith the Gofpel which he had geccived | : 


Sen of God? For fo whenthe Eanuch demanded of Philip, 


other the children.of God.do, Jeb. 15.10, And therefore well 


when he all is coming forch ito the world, pro- 
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Father, he alfo makes a dedication of himfelf unto this fer 
vice by che folemnity of Baptifm, as others did, and oughe 
to do. | 

And we might hence well frame an Argument againft In. 
fant-Baprifm, in ftead of wrelting it, as a witnefs for ir, 
thus : | 

If Chrift Tefus his being baptized at that feafon, and upon that 
occafion, When he beganto profe/s and publifh the Gospel, and nor 
before, wae in conformity to a Law of Righteow/ne/s in this bee 
half; then chofe that are baptized, Who yet make no prof {fie 
on, a Infants are, are not baptized in conformity to that Law of 
Righteou/nef; : | 

But Chrilf lefus his being baptized at that feafox, and upon 
that occafion, When he began to profe/s and publife the Gospel, and 
not before, Was in conformity to a Law of Righteou/nofs in this 
behalf ; therefore thofe rbat are baptized, as Infants are, Who yet 
make no fuch profffion, are not baptized in corformity to that 

That which adds weight to the minor Propofition in this Ar- 


eument (which! fuppofc is the only thing that will be quefti- - 


oned in it) is this, viz. Thee Chrilt his fulfilling a Law of 
Righreoufne(s in his Baptifm, did not confift {imply in his be- 
ing baptized at any time, butin conjunction with his Baptifm 
it {clf, in h’s being baptized ac fuch a time snd upon fuch an oc- 
cafion as that was, when and wherein he began to profefs and 
publifh the Golpcl. For otherwife it is nor to be thought, but 
that Chrilt had an opportunity of being bapt'zed long before, 
and much fooner then he was, ins much 2s Job» had continu- 
ed baptizing a confiderable {pace ot rime before Chrift came to 
cob: baptized of him. For had travelled much ground, 
even all the ( onntry rownd abont lordan, both to preach arid 
7 885 which mult needs take up much time, efpecially con- 

ing the great muleiudes that were baptized of him, even 
ferufalem, and all fuded, and all the region round about Jordan, 
Lak.3.3. Mat. 3.5. And as it fhould feem, after this, or at 
leaft atcec a large progrefs herein made, Jefus Chrift was bap- 


ezed alfo, as appears by the order of the Hiftory of che Evan- 
gclilts: Now when all the people were baptized (faith Lake) 
ig 
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iscame to pafs that Je/us alfo being baptized, and praying, 
Lake 3.3t. Now what may we conceive might be the reafon 
why Chrift was not bapcized rather with the firlt then withthe 
laft of the poppe! Certainly, ic is not reafonable to conceive, 
thac it was becaufe he had leis zeal to fulfil this Law of righte- 
oufnefs, then was in che multitude that were baptized before 
him; and if not this, what elfe imaginable but this, wiz. chat * faid 
his* appointed time and feafon of his appearing with the Gof- “™ethem, My 

pel in che world, was not till chen, and ‘therefore not his time of 
being baptized, in as much as the one was in order to the other, time's aheay 
and wasto take ics rife and beginning from the other.) And this ready. Joh, 7,6, 
we have furcher reafon the rather to conceive, becaufe. of that 
Particle here ufed,as icrelaccstothefulfil- 
ling of righteoufnefs by that which was to be done: Saffer it to be 
fo NOW (Uaith Chrift to Job,touching his being baptized) F or thus 
it becometh ms to fulfil allrighteou/ne/s, Mat.3.15. Not only in be- 
ing baptized of him, but in being baptized of him NOW,to wit, 
atchic junéture of cime in which he was to be manifelted co che 
world to be the Son of God .& to msnifeft co the world che Gof 
pel of God : NOW to be baptized, wiz.upon fachterms,ic was a 
thing verycomely, (though fobs feemed to think erherwife ) 
in as much as thae ic was a fulfilling of sighceoufnefs,-s.¢, chac | 
righteous law or infticutionof God, givenin thacbehalf. And 
thus we fee,that che example of Chritt’s Perfonal Baptifm,which 
was intreated co biefs che opinion for Infant Baptifm, hath con. 


tradited it alcogether. 


$ 
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The Second Part, 


How neceffary it is for perfons to be bap- 
tiged after they believe, their Infant. 
notwithftanding : as alfo dif- 
 govering the diforderly and trregu- 
lar Communion of perfons baptized 
with fuch as are unbaptized in Church 
Fellowfip, 


TAving in the former part of this Difcourfe, laid down 
| part of thofe grounds and reafons which have fwayed 


judgment, and fatisfied my confcience in the fight _ 
God, touching the unlawfulnefs of Infant Baptifm; ~ 
and which Edoub: not will have the like influence and op: ration 
upon the unbyafied minds of other mens It remainsnow 
ceteet to {peak fomething to thefe two queftions fol- 
wing. 
x Whether men may, not reft fatisfied with that Bapei(m, 
which was adminiftred to them in their Infancy, without any 
further reception of Baptifm afterwards, -notwithftanding 
to underftand the irregularity of their Infant Bap- 


Whether it be necefiry-for perfoos who have for 


2 


fome confidetable fprce of profeffion of the fairh; 
thotigh as yet unibaprized ; whecher it be neceffary for chem to 
be baprized? fince the en ‘1s of Baptifm feem to be anticipated 
by fach a continued profe tion. 
As rouching the former of thefe Queflions ; I conceive I thay 
affirm, that none may fafely ani without danger of fin, reft fa- 
tishied with thac Baprifm which they received in their Infancy 
they coming once to underftand the irregularity and finfulnets 
ot Iofanc Baprifn : and I doafferr it upon thefe grounds. 

1. Becaufe the Apoftle ‘Paul (as may reafonably be concei- 
ved )did'siot hold i: convenient or fafe,for certain Biftiples with 
‘whom he met, to ré(t farished with foch a Baptifm as had been 
fotmerly either erroncoufly adminiftred to chen, or elfe which 
wes dificient as touching fome fpecisl ends of that Baprifm, 
‘which was enjoyned the Difciples of Chrilt, but did proceed to 
baptize chem,orto canf: them to be baptized aireth. The Cafe be- 
fore us, is touching thofe certain Difeiples which Paa/ fund at 
Epbefas, of whom he déthanded, wWhetber shey bad received 
tbe Holy Ghoft fince they bad believed ? Unto whom they reply- 
ed, Thar they bad not fo much as beard Whether there were any 
Holy Ghoft. Unte what then ({aid were ye baptized? And 
they [aid, Unto Johns Baptifm. 7 ben faid Paul, Jobs verily 
baptized withthe Bapti/mof repentance, faying the people, 
that they fb ld believe on him that Was tocome after bim, that 
&, on Chrift jefus. When they beard this, they were baptized in 
the Numeof the Lord}e[us. eAnd When Paul bad laid bis bands 
45.6... 
In this paffage of Scriprure, there are chins which 
would have obferved as to my prefent purpote. 

The fic& és touching che Baptif, which thefe Difciples 
{aid tormerly ro have receiv.d.. 

The fecond is couching their later Baptito, which 
ceived upan inf thea, 

Aad che chird is touching the reafon why ey ee 
baptized upon Panis preaching to (hem, nocwi 
had formerly been baptized.unto Johns Bapufm. 
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Baptiim, is that whichthey themfelvesaffirm,.werfe 3. 
a, That che fame Difciples were now agsin, baptized upon 
Pauls preaching Chrift to them, I comceive fairly appears by 
thofe words, ver.5. When they beard thu, (viz. that which 
Panl had. declared to them ) they were baptized in the Name of 


the Lord je/ 


Spirit Which were given 
‘be exprefied by the name of Baptifm, is no new thing, as he dees 


Panls hands,were not the 


» There. are. indeed. two other Jnrerpretations of thefe words 


urged by fome, that do much differ from that fence which I 


have now given ; but arc both befide the Scope and meaning of 


the place, as] fuppofe I fhall make appear. 


1. Some by their being baptized in the Name of the Lord 
as here in this place, would haves to underltand it, not 


of their being baptized wich water, but of cheir being baptized 


with the Spicit; which is Malter Ca/wins fence upon the places 
and fo he rakes thefe words,7 bey Were baptized in the Name of the 
Lord }e/us, and thofe that follow inthe next verfe, viz. And 
when Paul bad laid bis bands on them, the Holy Ghoft came on 
them, and they /pake With tongues andprophefied, toimportone 
and the fame thiog ; .and.that che: lacer words are only an Ex- 
peers of the former, fhewing afrer what manner they were 
prized: and he further faith, That for the vifible graces of the 


by the Laying on of bands; tor this to 
alledg from 44: 1.5. and 41.16... 


But, &..Thactheir being baptized imthe Name of the Lord 
Jefus, and their receiving the Holy Ghoft upon the laying op of 
fame thing asis alledged, may be dif- 
cerned; 13. By a due confideration both of che differenrnature 
of the a@ions.chemfelves, and the facceffive order of chofe dif- 
ferent actions, For che doctrine, and fo the pra@tife of Baprifm 
sone thing, and thgcof laying on of hands is another, as is. 
apparenc by that of the Apoliic, _Heb,6.2. where the Doétrine 
ef, Baprifms, and of laying-on.of hands, are differenced by the 
fame note of diftin@ion, by which the Do@trine of che refut- 
of the dead, and eternal judgment, are differenced from 
themboth. And che fame thing appears fromthe order and. 
fueceffion of thefe different ations, as well as from the diffe- 
rent them. Kor we have, 1.:Pas/s teaching of thefe 
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Difciples dittin@lly meotioned. 34 The baptizing of them in 
Name of Chrift as following thereupon, as diftin@ly defcribed. 
And 3. The laying on of Panis hands, and their receiving of 
the Holy Gholt thereupon, as diltin@ly and differentially de- 
feribed as either of the-former. The article ND, which 
ftan:s between the Defcription of cheir Baprifm, and recepti- 
ono} the Holy Ghoit upon: che. impofiron of hanis, being « 
_ Nore here, not of identity or famenets of chings, but of tranfi- 
tion or pafling from one thing to anocher, or elfe of copulation 
of things really diltiné, but yet relative. .3, This is furcher dif- 
c.rnable by a collation of chis paflage of Scriprure with o- 
thers, where we have the fame actions, in the fame order de- 
{cribed, as AGs 8.16,17. where {peaking of the Holy Gholt, 
the holy Hsfforian faith, That be was fallen upon none of them, 
to wit, the believing Samaritans, onely they Were baptized in 
the Name of the Lord }efus: then laid they their bauds on them, 
and they received the Holy Ghoff; Whence it plainly appears, 
that the Difeiples were baptized in che Name of the Lord Jefus, 
before they received the Holy Ghoft : and thac they did receive 
_ the Holy Ghoft after their Baptifm, upon thofe prayers chat 
were made for them, & hands laid on chem for chat end: fo that 
thefe were not one, bur two diltinét actions. Jult fo in the place 
under difcaffion: though they were baptized: in the Name: 
of the Lord Jefus, yet we do noc find, chac they received 
_ the Holy Ghoit, till impoficion of hands was fapereadded there- 
 . Whereas ic is further alledged by Calvin, chat it is no 
new thing co exprefs che gifc of the vifible graces: of the Spirit, 
by the name of Baptify ; chough this is indeed true, in fluch 
& fence as che Scriprores to which he refers intend it, 
I do belicve it 1s a new thing,. and ‘not to 6s found 
Scripture, to exprefs the effufion of the Spirit, a5 
vided from Baptifm by water, under the deferi of be- 
ing baptized in che Nameof che Lord Jefus, the form here ue 
fed in the Texe under debaces For bo:h chole places produced, 
4831.5. and 11.36 {peak of the Fachers, or Chriits own 
Mediatw a of conferring che Spirit; whereas co baptize 
Name of the Lord Jefus, plainly direttly noves theiageney 
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or Miniftry of Chrift: the ote 
is the Baptifm of Chrilt miniftred by hiawelf, che other is the 
Baptifm of Chrift miniftred by man inhis Name. And fo Ma. 
fter Calv.» bimfelt at another curn will tell you, that, when 
Gubn lindeea baptize With Water, but Chrift When he foal 
come, fealt baptize With the Holy Ghoft, and With fire, be meant 
motto put difference between the one Baptifm, and the ober, but 
be compares bis own perfon With the Perjon of Chrift, /aying , that 
him/[elf was a Minifter of Water, but that (brift Was the Giver 
of the Holy Ghoff. Inflit. L1b,4. Cap.15.§.8. And che bapti- 
zing inthe Name of the Lord Jefus, and che potiring out of 
the Spirit, are pot the fame individual thing, but are clearly dif- 
ferenced and diftinguifhed in refpett of time, order, and aGion, 
as I noted in part before from 8. 16 17. place in this 
gefpect paralicl wich this in hand, So charcttill you will find, 
that to baptize in the Name of the Lord Jefus, fignifies fuch & 
Baptifm as is not without water. 
But fome others, not liking fo well this conftru@ion of the 
words, thoughthey be of the fame mind, as to the impugning 
of chat licerall fence of them which I have imbraced, have 
thought of another way to evade this, and chat is by un- | 
derftanding thefe words, They Were baptized in the Nawe of 
othe Lord Jefus, as the words of cited by Lwke, 
ring the Baprifm of thefe Difciples by Jobs, to be the conie 
quent of Jebus preaching tothem, and not the word: of Lwxk, 
as recording their Bapriim as confequenrial to Pas/s preschi 
to them ; and fothe fence they make tobethis: Thacthefe Dif- 
‘ciples, when they heard fobs in his preaching fay to them, that 
they fhonld belicve on him that was to come afcer him, to Wit, 
Chritt Jefus. then they were bapt:zed in the Nameof the Lord 


See the late Annote ors upon the place for 


Bur that neither this is the true intent, and genuine fence of 
the words, I ftrongly incl ne to believe upon cthete grcwnds: 
3. Becavfe this locerpretation overthrowes the Grammatical 
fence of the words, and rende:s them voit of Common fence. 
it is evident, chac what Pan/is here brough« in {peaking 

he fpake it to theie Difciples themfelves; for here is no met 


‘ 


tion of any other perfons but Pas/, and them. Now chen whae 

ever s were {poken by Pan! tothem, mult run in the fe. 
cond Perfon, if you will fuppofe Pasi to {peak common fence; 
whereas thefe words, They Were baptized inthe Name of the 
Lord Jefus, are {poken in the third Perion, and therefore can- 
- ‘not be the words of Pau/to them, but of Lake concerning 

them. For if Pand would have declared fucha thing to the Dif- 
ciples, as that they were baptized in che Name of the Lord Je- 
fus upon the hearing of Jebn, then his words fhonld have run 
thus: When you heard this, you Were baptized, cc, and notas 
now we have them, Whew they herd this, they were baptio 
eed, cre. Befides, how uncouth and harth is ir, to make 
the people whom /ebm caught and baptized, and thofe twelve 
Difciples, to bz che fame perfons? and to conceive chat Paul 
(hould cell them what Jobs {aid co the people, when all che 
while he meant themfelves ; both which you mult fuppote, if 
you take the wordsin chat fence which I oppefe; becaule then 
the people in che fourth verfe, un:o, whom fpake, and thofe 
in the fifth ver/e, which are faid to have heard,.and to have 
been baptized, mult be the fame perfons, and confequenily 
both of them thefe cwelve men; becaufe asthe Pronouns shey, 
and they, in the fourth, and fifth wer/e, upon that fuppofition, 
that both are Paw/s words, cannot be underftood, but of the 
fame perfons, fo alfo rhe fame Pronouns. shez, and they, which 
relate both to the perions baptized, ver.$. and to, the twelve | 
that prophefied afrer Panwd had lid his hands on chem, 6. . 
are undoubtedly meane of the fame perfons likewife: And 
therefore that interpretation now under examination, which 
runs us upon fuch rocks of abfurdity, and into fuch Solecifms . 
of {peaking as thefe, mult be rejected; and confequently thele 
words, When they beard thu, they Were hagernee inthe Name 
of the Lord lefus, mult be caken as che words of Lake, and not 
of Pax/, importing the Baptifm of chele Disciples upon the 
hearing of Pawi, and norot 
2» That thefe words, They Were baptizedin the Name of the - 
Lord lefus, are nota Defcription, of /obns Baptifin adminiftred 


to thefe Difciples, bur of that Baptifm which chey received up- 
on Pais Preaching, we have reafon further co conceive 5 , 


M aga ~ 
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‘becaufe it no where appears chat Loom did baptize the people jn 

the Nameot che Lora Jefus. Nay, chetruth is, that /ebm faich 
concerning him that was co come after him, ( which was Jefus 


Chrift ) that he did not kKaow him until thetime that he bapri. 
zed him, 30,31. For he Was before me, and [ knew him 
nor: andagain, ver.33. knewhim not: but be that fent 
me to baptixe with Water, the (ame [aid unto me, Upon Whom then 
foalt fee the Spirit de(cending and remaining on him, the [ame 
he that baptizeth With the Holy Ghoft: At then did not 
know Jclus, either petfonally, or by his proper name, antil this 
time, chen we have no reaton toconceive that he had bapriz d 
any hitherunto in this proper Name of his, and yet betore this 
time he had difpatched the greatelt part of his Miniltry, in as 
much as he was bat to prepare the way for Chrift, who upon 
this Baptifm of his, entred into his Miniftry, he then coming 
on, when /obn was going off. Alts 10,37. and 1, 22- | 
But to put che bufinefs out of doubt ; tne Apoltle Pax/ here 
inthis fourth verfeot 19. does plainly declare, that Jobn 
when he baptized did /ay unto the people, that they foould bee 
liewe on hime that foould come afier him, which Paul indeed does 
here interpret to thefe Difciples to be meant of Chrift Jefus. But 
if Jobw had baptized inthe Name of the Lord Jefus explicitly, 
why had not Paw/ faid fo? ratherthentofay that He baptized 
them, faying unto them, that they foould believe on bins that foonld 
come after im? Or why fhould weconelude, that if thefe Dif- 
ciples had been baptized by Job» into Chrift Jefus expr: fly and 
byaime, that Pas! would have made fich a bufinefs of ‘+ to 
inform them of that of which they could not be ignorant, 
viz, chat they were bsptized into Chrift Jefus, If there 
fore we will take the true fcope and m:aning of this paflage 
of Scripture, we mult I conceive underftand it thus. 1. That 
thefe Difciples having been baptized unto Joba’s Baptifm, were 
baprized into one as yerto come, and tobe made manifclt unto 
the world, according to /obn’s accultomed manner on this bee 
half. 2, That Pasi did now open and declare tothea:,, who 
that was that John {aid was to come after him, and that he did 


declare him to them now, not as one to Come, but as one alrea- 
come; for fo that fhort expofitory faying of 
THAT 


<; 
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THAT 1S ON CHRIST ted doth import, as ccn*aining 
the fubj:& matter of Pawl’s difcourfe ther. And then 3. That 
thefe Difciples hearing, underltanding and believing this, viz, 
That he who is called Jcfus Chrilt, was he that was now come, 
and had fuffered death, &c. Aad was he whom the B:ptiim of 
Jobn did then point at more obfeurely as one that was to come, 
though not then perfonally and by name known amongft the 
people; I fay upon cheir hearing and b:lieving this, Were 
baptized inthe Name of the Lord Ie/us, as acknowledging him 
that Meffiah, into the exp<ation of whom they had for- 
merly been baptiz-d. | | 

And fo we come to the third ching which we wete to enquire 
into our of this Cont: xture of Scripture, and chat is, why or for 
what reafon it may be conceived, that thefe Difciples were 
now bapt zed again upon the hearing of Pas/, whcn as they 
hai been bapt.zed uno the Baptifm of Je4n formerly, And 
the reafon hereof mult be, eisher 1. Becaufe, that though thefe 
D.fciples had been baptized by John unto che Meflias that was 
then to come afterhim, yct this was not fufficient whea once 
they came co the acknowledgment of Jefus theSon of AZary tobe 
that Mcffias, but that nce with{tanding this, they were chen co be 
bsptiz.d into Chrift J efus as acknowledging him to be Mef- 
fiah indced, which b-fore they did Orclie 2. Becaufs 
there was me error commitred,in the adminiltration and recep- 
tion of their Ba pti{m : and other reafons then thefe, 1 chink will 
nor lightly prefent themfelves to any mans mind. 

For the former of thefe ; fome indced hive conceived that 
fuch who were baptized by /obn unto him that was ro come, 
not yet knowing him perfonally, were afcerwards baptized a- 
grin when they came to acknowledge Jelus the Son of AZary, 
to be the Son of God, and Saviour of the world: and truly this 
opinion is not altogether to be defpifed, inas much aschere is 
an Aaah of reafon, both that it was fo, and why it fhould 

Os 

1. That it was fo, there is this*reafon to induce the belief 


thereof ; becaafe chough as it fhould feem, all the Jews general- 


ly were biptized by Jobm, yet very confiderable numbers of them 
were baptined afterwards when they came to own Jefas 


I 
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the Mcffiah. That the Jews generaliy were baptized by Jobn ape 
pears, inthat it isfaid, There Went out to bim feru/{alem, and all 
Pudea, and ali the region round about Lorden, and Were baptized 
of bim in lorden confaffing their Ans, AZatth.3.5,6. Ads 13.34, 

hat there were very confiderable numbers of the Inhabitants 
of thefe placcs bsptizcd afierwards when camc to acknow. 
lege Jefus 'o be the Son of God, and Saviour of the world, sp- 
peas by 4s 2.48. where we fhall find, that at /ern/alem it 

felf, there were upon the hearing of Peter, and thcir gladly re- 
cciving the word, no Icfs thenabcut thice thoufand baptized 
in one day. Now let it be confidered, how improbuble it is; that 
Gneethe Inhsbitants of Jeru/alem and all /udea were bapt zd 
of Jobn, thac thefe three choufand at Jeru/alem only, acd that 
in one day, (hould be converted and bap ized, and yet not any 
one of them be of that nuaiber which /obs had us be- 
fore. Bulides, whereas itis faid, chat they that gladly reccived 
his word were baij ized, it mult be fuppofed, excher #. That 
not one of, all the Jews which were baptized of Jobs tormerly, 
did now gladly receive the word; Or elfe 2, That fome of 
them which had been baptized by were now again bepti- 
zed upon Peters preaching. For when it is faid, They that elad- 
ly received his word were baptized, wehave reafon to under- 
Rtand it of all that did fo reccive it, for here is no exception 
made of fuch as had been bapt:zed by Jebn, as indeed there is 
not in any other place. If then it be no wayes probable, chat 
in fo great and eminent a coming in of the Jews to the Gofpel, as 
this was, but that fome of thofe who had been formerly bapti- 
zed into the cxpectation of Chrift, did now gladly receive the 
word of the Gofpel, by which even Jcfus ftood declared to be 
both Lord and Chrift, then it cannot but be fo probable, that 
even fome of chem whom Jobx baptized were atterwards bap- 
tized again, that there is fcarce place left for any contrary 
thoughts. 


2. As there is this reafon to prove that it was {o, fo there is 


reafon alfo to prove why it thould be fo: For their being bapti- 
zed by Jobn untohim that was to come asthe Meffiah, when 
as yet not known by them, did not prove, as the event declares, 
either any cffcCtual means by which toown and acknowledge 


him 
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him for fueh when he was come, nor to diltinguith them from 
—-fach who did reje@ him, whieh yet are ¢wo principal ends of 
Baptifm. For whereas all the /ewsin /wdea, and thofe parts, 
did generally reecive Jo/#s Baptiim, as being under gieat ex- 
peCtations of an iminediace appzaring of the Mcfliah,and which 
they notioned to themfelves as one that fhould come in an out- 
ward (tate and glory ; yet when he was come, und they found 
him who was prefented to them for the Mcfliah, to be none o- 
ther but him whom chey called the Carpenters Son, one that ap- 

ared in fo mean a Garb, and defpecable a condition as he did, 
contrary to their pre-received notion of him, and «xp: ation 
concerning him, cthenthey generally were offended at him, de- 
ipifed and rej:Cted him, AZatth. 13. $5556,57+ J/ay 25 3- 
That very few did own Chrilt Jefus when he came to be made 
manifeft unto //raed, of thofe very many that were baptized by 
fobn, appears by faying concerning Chrilt, fobs 3. 32, 
What be bath (een and beard, that be teftifieth, and no man re- 
ceiveth his teftimony : meaning that very tew did. Jobn 5, Chrilt 
{peaking to the ews of John faith, that they were Willing for a 
[eafon to rejoyce in bus light, ver. 35. but {praking to the fame 
perfons concerning himifelf, ver. 38.faith, For whom he (viz. 
God ) hath fent, him ye believe not. See L/ai,53.1. lobn 12.37; 
38. Though all the Jews generally did look tor a Chr [t, yct but 
tcw of them did acknowledg Jefas to be the Chrift. It thenthe 
generality of thofe that were baptized by John unto Chrilt then 
tocome, did reje% him when he was come, chen certainly the 
Baptifm which was received trom Jobn, could be no diltinguifh- 
ing mark, or characteriftical badge ot the Difciples of Chriit Je- 
fus, or that by which their publick and proteficd owning of him 
could be reckoned : and therefore by how much it was necefla~ 
ry that the Difeiples of Chrilt J efus fhould be diftinguifhed and 
known from thofe that believed not in him, and fhould pub- 
ly profefs and own Jefus to be the Chrift in and by Baptifm, 
(which yet will be found to bz none of the lealt ends of Bap- | 
tim) by fo much it feems neceffary, that thefe that were bap- 
tifed by Jobn, fhould afierwards be baptized again when they 
came to own Iefus for the Chrift of God, 


3. O.hers there are which conceive, that the realon why 
I2 thefe 


thefe rwelve Difciples at Bee were baptized again upon 
their hesring the Gofpel from Pasi, norwithRanding they had 
been formerly baptized unto Johns Baptifm, was, becaufe of 
{ome errour committed intheir Baptifm. As 1, Thacthey were 
baptized the of Chrift tocome, after thetime 
in which he was aCtually come. And 3. That they had not 
been br piized in che Name of the H-ly Gholt, as they ought to 
have becn according tothe Comm fli of Chiilt om that be- 
half, Adatte, 28.19. whenasthey were (a8 is foppitd) bap. 
tized after chis Commiffion was on too’. 

1. Thatthey were unto him that wasto come ss they 
undiritocd, appcars in thst they were bap zed unto Johas bape 
tifa, the tenour whereof was an inviting them to eve on him 
that was to come as Paul here afferts, ver.4. | 

2. That they were mot baptz:d in th: Name of the Holy 
Ghott, is gathered from their own words, by which they de. 
clare thatthcy bad not fo much as beara, Whether there were any 
Holy Ghoft, ver.2. 

3. Thatthey were bapt'z d after fach time in which Chrifi 
was actually come, had fuffered, was rifen again, and had de- 
livered that Commiffion of bapc z ng in the Name of the Holy | 
Gholt, as well asthe Father and Son, is gathercd by comps 
ring feveral things together. Ast. That they were Intabi- 
taunts of Epbe/us, and tnecefore probably as Jobn was nevir there 
tobaprizethem, fo neither werethey ever where John was, 
tobebapt zedof him.  Bucthat a. In probability they were 
beptized unto Johns Baptilin by eApolles while he was at. E- 
pbe/us, which waslong af:er the Aicenfion of Chrift, and his 
Commiflion to baptize in the Name of the Holy Gholt: The 
probability of their being baptized by e4podes is made out by 
thefe things confi iered coniunctively, 1. That Apollos was 
aman who greatly endeavoured the making of Difciples to that 
way which he himfelf profcfled, as appears As 18, 25, 28. 
Cor.3.5. % That while he wasat be being fervent 
im Spirit, eloquent, and mighty in the Scriptures, tanght dili- 
gent’) the way of the Lord, only fo far as Ws agreeable to the 

aptifm ef Jobm, until after Aguila and Prifcida had privately 
better inftru@ted him, 44s18,25,36. And therefore 3, It 

is 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
it 
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is coneeived by fome (as I fay ) that he did convert thele twelve 
Difciples unto, that way which he himfelf fo diligently taughr, 
to wit, the Doctrine and Baptifm of Jobs, and that he did 
thereupon baptize them according to Jobns manner and form of 
baptizing. 

Now whether you take this to be the reafon of their re-bipti-' 
gation, or whether the former, it will amount much to the 
{ame 23 concerning that which ] would gacher trom this exam- 
le, 
For 1. Ifthole which Wete baptized by Job» himfelt, were 
aficr wards bap:'z:d again when they came to own J-<fus to be 
the Chrift, and chat becanfe their former Brptifm was infuffi- 
ent in refpc& of fome important ends of Baptifm, and in’ per- 
ticular in refpe&t of afferting J<fus to be the Chrift, a principal 
end of Baptifm, chen thofe that conre a(tually to believe ought to 
be then baptfzed, motwith{tanding any Baprifm they rcceived in 
their infancy, becaufe fach chetr Infant Baptiim, was altoge- 
ther infufficienc as unto feveral weighty ends of Baptifn, as 
hath been abundantly declared in the former part of this our 
difcourfe. For where there are the fame reafons of things as 
here, there ought the fame things to be done and praQifed; I 
mean in chings of this nature- | 

Or 2. If an erronious adminiftration and rec.ption of thele 
twelve Difcipl-s Baptifm, was the reafon of their Re-baptiza- 
tion, as the other opinion holds, then there is like reafon I:-ke wxfle 
why thofe who have been baptized in their intancy, thovl i not- 
withRtanding that, be bapt’z:d when they cometo repent and 
believe, beeanfe that though not the 
felf fame refpects, was deeply erronion’s ay well as theirs, 
hath been formerly proved. 
But in as much as my julemént doth ‘much ravher 
incline co the former opinion then thisleccr, 4s touching the 
reston why thete D feiplés were re-bapt:zed ; 1 fhall there- 
fore here give this further account And’fo far as can 
perceive, upon a ferious things, re«baptiz sti 
on was neceflary in thofe that had been baptized by John, 
(Chrift only excepted as cafe excraordinery) in order to their 


teception of the Holy Spirit. For we fhall find, that not the 
I 3 bape:zing 
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63. 
biptizing of men inte the expectation of ro come, bad 
the promife of the Spirit, buc che baptizing of them into the 
faith and acknowledgmeur of come, and of cope 
chat Carll, and fo cunicquency that Johns bad no lucy 
promufe aunexi to as Couit’s Bapufm nai oa chis 
pall. 

That Baptiim had oo fuch promuite of the Spirit, ap. 
pears by his Own and affertion, 19 which he 
makes this very difference Octween his Biptitm, and the 
Baptitun of Chrilt, nis was Dut a Baptitin of Waser 
unto repentance, but that be come ajter foould 
baptize with the Holy Ghojt, Matih.3.1 Nay, AZark nah tt 
thus, which is fomewhat tuiler: sadced have buptiz:d you With 
waier, but be baptize the Holy Gno(t, Mark 8, 
tis manner of ipeaking co iMport, as uf he hers 
by to beat them off trou any «xp=ctation of the Spirit, upon the 
account of his Bapuim now they oad meccived «5; ana co 
them apon the expeCtaion thercos, trom aad by cac Bapuim of 
Chutt whco he thould come, 

s. The Apoltle Peter (accompanicd with the reft of the A- 
poltks herein) addrefling him{clt to that great multuude chac 
Beard him preachat lerw/alem, adviles them in order tothe re- 
ception of the Holy Ghojt, to repent and to be baptized, and thas 
every one of theminthe Name of the Lord Je/us, AGs 238. 

Confider now who thcle were to whom he gives chis ad- 
vice : And we thall find, thac it was the multitude, asthey ate 
called, wer.6. that came together, flocking doubtic{S from all 
parts of the City upon occafjon of that muaculous wonder of 
hery cloven tongues, fiting upon che Apottles, and of cheit 
{peaking with ltrange congucs, When this was noifed abroad, 
there ic i$ faid. And can any man imagine, that when as but 
about four years before this, the Inbabitancs of this City gene 
rally went out to be bapiz.d of Jabs, and now as geacrally 
came together to hear and {ce this wofder, chat ye: none of them 
that now came together, fhould be of that number that had dsen 
Baptized by Joos? Surely tuch a thing will cotbe amy maas 
thought, or ifit fhall, yet will not be belicved amongit confi 
dering men. And yet even thefe, notwithltanding their having 

«been 
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been baptized by feoas are dicted and exhorted now afreth, 
tcorepene and be baptized, and chac EVERY ONE of them ix 
the Name of the Lord ]e/us, for remiffion of fins, and are there- 
uponaflured, shat they foal receive the gift of the Holy Ghof ; 
Their being baptized then in the Name of the Lord Jefus, wes 
neceflary co render them mect to rec.ive the Holy Ghott, note 
wi h{tanding cheir former Baprifm by Job», 

. If things be well weighed, { conceive ic will be found, thar 
thefe cwelve Difciples at Epbe/ws were bape again, thougi 
they had been baptized formerly unto Baptif, upon this 
very account efpecially, and in order tothis very thing, viz, 
their receiving the Holy Ghoft. 

For 1. The manner, form, end import of Pas’s queftions, 
or demands to them, and theiran{wers tohim, doimply, that 
as it was Common for the Spirit to begivin upon the reception 
of Chrifts Baprifm, {0 alfo that ic was not wont co be g:ven 
upon che adminiftration of fobnr, For when qurics, 
Whether they bad received the Holy Ghoft fince they bad believed, 
ver.3. And fo when he again demands upon cheir declaring 
they had not, Unto What then they bad been baptized? it plain. 
ly implies, that Pas! did verily expe chat they fhould have 
received the Holy Ghoft upon their being baptized, until he was 
informed that they had been baptized only unto 7obss Baptifm. 
And not onely fo, but chat queltion of his, Unto what then 
Were ye baptized, fince ye have mot received the Holy Ghoft ? does 
alfoimply, that Pas/ very well knew, that there was a Bap. 
which was not accompanied with che giving of the Spi- 
rits and cherefore the end of his queftion was to know, Unto 
which Baptifm they had been bapuzed : and upon their refolu- 
tion of the Cafe, fhewing that they had been baptized only unto 
Johns Baptifm, the true reafon was difcovered why they had 
Not received the Holy ( h. ft; as being chat which did noc ufe 
to follow upon Baptifm; the which appears hereby, in 
thar they knew 70s Baprifat, and che manner of it, chey chem- 
{elves being baptized thereunta,; and yet they had not fo much 
43 heard that there was a Holy Gholt, to wit, excant in che 


World upon any fuck terms, as Pasx/s queftion unto them did 
import ; of which furely they coyld not have Deen ignorant, = 


64 
the Holy Ghoft hai been Mi. to 2 vouchfafed unto men with. 
cut any other Baptilm fave chac of Jobm, 

3. That cheir reebaptizing, or their being baptized in the Name 
of the Lord Jefus mentioned in ver. 5. of As 19, was in 
dire& order co their recciving the Holy Gholt, the ching firk 
in queftion between Pan! andthem, may cafily be -gachered 
trom the connexion tha: isb cween the 5. and.6. ver/es, and 
the matters therein relaced, For chat their being baptized as fet 
torch, ver.5. and cheir receiving che Holy Ghoft, ver.6. were 
neerly related, the lacr having a dependance on che former, 
the C onjun@tion copulitive AND, which knits b th matters 
together, fhews. For fothe words run: When they beard thi, 
they Were baptized inthe Name of the Lord Ie/u:, AND When, 
i.e. whenthis wasdon:, AND When Paul had laid his bands 
ox them: whichimporis as much I conceive as if he had faid, 
AND When alfo Panl bad laid bis bands on them, the Holy Groft 
came onthem ; f.¢. then or thereupon the Holy Ghoft came on 
them. So that their receiving of the Holy Ghoft relaces, both to 
their being baptized in the Name of the Lord Jefus, and-to the 
impolition of Pasis hands: both which in their due order did 
prepare and difpofe them for that reception. 

To conclude this therefore : if then,men were to be baptized in 
the Name of the Lord Jefus, when they came to believe in him;in 
order to their receiving the Spirit of God, though they had been 
before baptized by Job» ; then furely have they need co be bap- 
tized for che fame end, who come co the acknowledgment of 
the crutch, though they have been baptized (as men call bapti 
zing ) in their infancy, becaufe (uch their Infan:+ Baprifm as bach 
been formerly evioced, doth not operate towards their 1 
aay 3 of che Holy Ghoit, as true Gofpel Baptifm will 


Come we now more briefly unto a fecond reafon why it is. 
not fife for any ro fatishe themfe.ves with chat Baptifm which 
they received in their Intancy, the irregularity of it fuppoled) 
and that is; becaufe itis none of Gods Baptifm, i. ¢. itis none 
of his ordaining, but is the device of mans own beart. As Kis 
faid of that Feaft which Jeroboam ordained, though in ocher 
reipetts, ir like the shat m Inda, to wit. of 


a 
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Gods own appointing, yeieel he cook liberty to vary the 
time of its ceicbration, fram che fourceénth day of the firlt 
moath, the «m:of Gods owachufing, unto the fifteenth da 
ot cheeighth Month, which is therefore called the month whic 
be bat devifed of 4.8 own beart, thecetore was this Fealt worthi. 
ly elteemed none of Gods Fealt, but /eroboams Fealt, 1 King. 
13. 33,33. Aad is chece the fame proportion of reafon-te 
adjudg co have orher Authour but man, 
and to be acnins devifed of man: own beart ? Though itthould 
be granted, chac in refpect of the ourward Element and ations 
therevo oclonging, it were like unto che Baprifm) which is from 
God; yet in as much as m:n take liberty wo vary the fealon of its 
admunittration, from the cime of mens regeneration, or new 
birch, the une of Gods own appointment, unto the time of 
‘their macural Birch, which is none of Gods; it therefore wore 
thily deferwes co be called the device of mans own beart, And 
it be none of Gods Baptiim, chen certainly its no-wile fate co 
adhere thereto, in as much as Chritt hath declared, TZbast every 
plant which bis Heavenly Father bath not planted, be rooted 
mp, aod chat every tuch Worfip vain which ordered and 
taught by the precepts of men, Matthsi5.9. 13. 
Becaufe st Iofance Bapcitm be fintuls finfal in parents to 
difice ac tor their children; and finful in chofe chat adminitter it 
to cnem (as it hach Been proved tobe) then may none wher 
they come to macurity, reft fatisfied in thac Baprifm, or in the 
leat own it without danger of partaking with chem in their 
becauie chat which de faéte is fintully done by another, becomes 
my fin waend come to own and approve it, 1 /'im.5.32. Lake ~ 
11.48.49.50.51. which yet is the cafe of thofe which facshe 
themichves wiih chat Bapcifm they have received in cheit in» 


4. Its nor fafe for any to reft contented withthst Bapcifm 
which they «éceived when chey were latancs, becaufe chat 
tifa which is fo calle is a meer Naility in reipect of chac thing 
for which ic 1s taken, #¢. it 1s not worthy’ to be efteemed any 
fach thing as is Bapiifm indeed, or topals wader that denomi- 
nation, And thé reaton hereof is} becaufethere is chac wanang 
in it, which is For, 


t 
4 


wh 
proof demofiration whereof heck taken up the. 
part of chis Treatife, and cherefore fhall. take it for 


; that Infants 
is that the 
former 


form ial admin is wanting in Iofant-Baptifm, 
among Fer the exroal fom of Bi ptifm, 
isnot a /prinkling of the party-baptized with water, which ye 
which din the of infans, or 
plunging himunder water. 
Thisappeage at leaft in the judgment of very many who. 
forend.r that which we have tranflated baptizing oF to.bape. 
tize; info muchas Mafter Daniel Rogers in his.Treatife-on 
_ the gwo Sacraments, faith, that dipping is that Which, Antiquity 
couftantly and Withont exception of Countries, het or cold, 
sefeth And ss it is to the fame import frequently tranfle- 
ted in the Dateh Bible, is acknowledged, indeed afferted 
to be the manner of baptizing in the primitive time, to dip of... 
under water, by Calvin himfclf on 8:38) 
and by our late Annotators on Rem.6.4. AMatth. 3.6. 
Mafter. Adena 00 Tis. 


in his Treatifc of Cheift fet forth in his death, with 


appears by that which reprefents, and. 
thai th Death, Burial, and Refarre@ion of Chrift; and-likes 
his death, barial, and-refarre@tion with 
che water in which anon sun 

we know is made the 
the dead as well asthe earth 
the water, is upon the matter as lively refemblance of 
death and barial,, as it wonld be if one were fo long pug ander 
 ‘theearth, andfo! confequently a, mans coming or tiling, from 
under the water, is upon the matter and lively. a refleme) 
blance of refarredtion from the'dead, if he.did come outol 

the greve, and from under the earth npon like cerms, . Now 


dips in.sheir baptifm, dod they the 


—— 


betty Aa right. SubjeCt matter, fo the true external 


35: in his Diattibe, and Mafter Thoma 
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arc baptized, Was as truly ‘end really deid, 
ed again in order-to the faivationof men,"ss they 
garatively dead, buried, and raiféd again in their Baprifm.' 
2. That they do thereby Cngape themielyes'tobe conforma- 
ble to the death and refirreCtion of Chriff,in their being thence 
forth dead co thefe Gns in which they foi lived; and'froay 
‘which their lives were then denominated; as likewile asconicern- 
.. ing their living a new & {piricual life unto God in righreouinefs 
and true holinefs. For as Chrift when he wes ctacified, chen 

geafed eo live any longer fuch ‘a life in the fieth as chithetennto 
 behaddone ; and when herofe again, begun that new and {pi- 


gitual life es Rot lived even fo all rhofe that 


an{wer their engagement and profeffion entred into by ba 
do from the time of this figurative death and burial of 
 feally ceafe to live their former fintul life; and from che time ot 
their figurative refurre@tien, or newebitth,:begin to live a new 

_ fife of obedience and fubjeftion ante Chrift their Lords = 
Thefe things lie fair in thofe Seri wherein 


pita, 


ref 
likewe/s of hiadeath, of 
vefurreftion, that thenceferth they not forge fin, 
Walk in newne/s of lift, Rom. 6.3, 4,5, 6. Col. Thee. 
‘things then ‘being fo, the (prinkling of the party bapt@ed, or 

uring of 4 of waterupon hisface, more 


bereby, that or 
in infaae-bapti{m, is far Froai thé true excernal 


Sxternal foras of be beth wehiing in that Bapuim, 

‘whictyis'and hath been ‘admuinifited to infants, then cercaitiy 

ath ee Waning whi cficatial the. 
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true being of Baptifm. For what ismore intrinfecally effential 
to the being of a thing, then matterand form? Or how is ir pof- 
fible to Baptifm, or any thing elfe, without the mater 
andform which do intrinfecally conftitute the very eflence and 
being thereof? And certainly that which is abfolurely neceffa. 
ry to the true definition of Bapriim asof all other things, is 
abfolutely and effentially neceflary to the being of it. And there. 
fore where either the true matter, or the right form of a thing is 
wanting, much more where both are wanting, ( which is the 
cafe in lofant-Baptifm) there doubriefs is total deficiency, or 
non-entity of the thing it felt ; which cleasly is the cafe of Ine 
tant-Baprifm in reference to the queition inband. And there- 
tore he that thinks to build any fuch thing upon chat Bapuim 

he hith reccived in his Infancy, which is compctent or proper 


co tiue Baptifm indeed, hath but air and vanity tor his foun 
dation. 


—_— 


ac fecond thing to be enquired into, is, Whether bsptifm — 
by water ought neceffarily to be received by fuch perfons, 
who have for fome confiierable {pace of time, made profeffion 
of the faith, though it be granted chat they were never duly bap- 
tized before; fince fuch a long continued courfe of proteflion pre. 
ceding baptifm, renders fuch an Admin,ftration of that Ordj- 
, nance unparallel and without example in Scripture, and fince 
alfo the ends of Buptifm hereby feem to be ancicipafed. or 
prevented? 
| Warch qu ftion I mult needs refolve in the affirmative,and 
do fay, That notwith{tanding all that is pretended to the con- 
trary, it isa thing neceflary, and a duty incum ent on every 
) man and woman as harhno: been baptized betore, with a bap- 
| tifm duly fo called, to fubmit to, and take up che Oxdinance of 
4 Water-bapti(m, though ic be oot «ill long atcer the time in which | 
they fi bcgan a confcientious profeffion of the Gofpel other 
wile. Here J take for granted, upon account of what J have 


| before delivered, that Infant-baptifm, and no baptifm, sre of 


difference only excepted, viz» That 
Commiffion in thofe that occafion 


the fame confideration, this 


Infanc-baptifm is a fin of 


| 
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and Non-baptifm. is afin of Omuffion ‘in thofe that negke& ir, 
when ocherwite they are duly qualified tor it. 
~ In the managing of this refolution of the qneftion, I (hall — 
endeavour 1, Tolaydown fome reafonsand thereof. 
And 2. To anfwer thofe exceptions and objections which 
take place in the minds of fome againft the pra@ite of Bapciim 


upon fuch terms. 
The grounds on which I do affert Baptifim neceflary, though 


but on the cerms before {pecified, are fuch as thefe, 
1. Becaule it is a duty enjoyned every one that imbraceth the — 
Do@trine of Chrilt or of the Gofpel, to be baptized one time 
orother, This appears by thac Commiflion which was given 
by Chrilt to his Servanes and Meflengers, to teach all Nations 
(orevery creature, as AZark hath it, Adark 16.15.) and bap- 
tize chem in che Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Ghoft, Adatth.28.19. In which Commiffion there are 
thefe two things enjoyned amonglt others, 1. That they (hould 
teach all Nations, or every creature capable of this. ceaching, 
i. (hould inftru& them in the Do@trine of the Gofpel, or make 
them Difciples, as the wotd-is rendred. Now if we would 
know what they were to teach, and in what to inftruct them ; 
we may take information here about, from the practife of the 
Apoltles, when firlt at Jeru/alem they began to put this Com- 
miffion in execution; the brict Sum whereof was to chis effe@. 
That je(us of Nazareth, approved of God, by miracles, Wonders, 
and fignes, being delivered by the determinate counfel and fore- 
knowledg of God, Was by wicked hands cracificd and [lain and 
that God vai(ed bimup from the dead the third ‘day, and hath 
made the fame both Lord and (brift. They allo farther 
tamghe che people, that in order to their being faved by him, 
they fhould repent and be baptized in bis Name for the remiffion 
fina, A&s 2.32.28. 2. The other part of Chrilts Commil- 
was, that having thus tang t the people, and made them 
willing to imbrace the Gofpel, they fhould then allo baptize 
them ; in vance of which Commiffion, the Apoltles did 
accordingly, in the place and time,and tothe people before {pe- 
cified, For faith the Text, ver. 41, They that gladly, 


which beginning, we eee conftantly preceeded 


afterwards, 8. 13.35.37. and 10, 36.48. and 16, 14) 
14. rit 33. and a8. 

Now chen, if it were the duty of thefe Servan's of Chrift, to 
ceach all Nations to repent, believe in Chrift Jefus, and to be 
baprized in his Name for the remiffion of fins ; then certainly ie 
was the duty of allthefe Nations, being thus taught, to obey 
this voice of the Gofpel, as well in being baptized, as in repent. 
ing and belicving, And by the way, lelt any fhould chink the 
Date of this Commiffion lafted but during the Apoftles dayes ; 
the Lord J efus in annexing the promife of his prefence and affitt. 
ance to thofe chat fhould put this Commiffion of his in execu- 
on, caufeth the Date hereof to run along to the end of the 
world, Matrb. 28.20. which plainly thews, that he would 


have this Commiffion of his obferved and kc pt on foot, even un- 
tothe worlds end. 


fecond Ground is this, Becaufe Baptifm being one of the 
Dofrines of Chritt which is pra@icable, ought therefore to be 
imbraced and praGifed, ‘by all that profcis themfelves Difciples 
of Chiilt, and followers of his Do@rine. That Bapti{m is one 
of the Dottrines of Chrift, appears by Heb.6.1,2. Thofe things 
which in general arecalled the Principles of the Dofrine of 
Chriff, vert. being afterwards particularized, the Doétrine of 
Baptijws, is {et down for one of thofe Principles, It's a Do- 
Grine of Chrilt, doth becaufe it is a Do@trine concerning 
Corilt, in and by which Chrift is fet forth, jprofefied, own- 
ed, acknowledged; as alfo sbecaufe it is a Doétrine ‘which 
Chrift hath enjoyned to be taught and prattifed: And wheress 
the word is uled in the plural number, Doftrine of Bapti/mss ; 
it doth not weaken, but ftrengchen the authority of Water- 


baptifm, as being comprehenfive of that, and any other Baptifm 
taught by Chrift. | 
Now that the Doétrine of Chrift ought to be obeyed and pra- 
Cifed by all profels themfelves his Difciples, will not be 
gtin-fay d, in as much as at what time they give up themfcives 
to him, andin particular make a folemn D dication of chem- 
felvcs to him and his fervice by Baptifm ; they ure faid to be 


delivered into tbe form-of biy Dotttind, (as the Marginal read- 


* 

} 


ing imports) Rew. 6.17. And the Apofile cautions the belidd 
ving Remans, to note and avoid ascanfe divifions and of. 
fences contrary to the Doétrine of Chrift, Rom. 16.17. And a- 
gain, Who fo abideth not in the Doftrine of 


Chrift, bath not Ged, 2 Jobn 9, Though I will not fay, chat 
very as of the Doéttrine of Chrift, rifeth fo high in 
the evil effec and confequence of it; as the evils mentioned in 
thefe Scriptures amount unto; norin particular chat tranfgref- 
- fion of which we now {peak, unlefs after eonvittion pertinaci- 
oufly perfifted in ;. yet the leaft chat wecan fay, even of the lef. 
fer tranigreffions in thiskind, is, that they have atendency in 
reve hereunto, proportionable to the nature and delinquency 
them. 

Baptifm then being as we fee, one of the Doétrines of 
Chrift, and one of his Commiffional Injunttions: what perce 
can any man have, whofe heart {tands in aw of the Word, (as: 
Davids did, P/al.119.116.) that (hall live inthe tranfgreffiun 
hereof, and difobedience hereunto ? 

3. Baptifm is therefore neceflary, becaufe it is relative to the 
falvation of men. Thoflein A&s 2. 37. being {mitten with the 
fenfe of their fin and mifery, upon the preaching of Peter, and 
crying out, Men and brethren, What foal We do? viz. to be faved; 
a8 e143 16.30. it cannot reafonably be chought, that the Apo- 
file, being now full of the Holy Ghoft, by the newly received 
power whereof he then {pake, would dire@ them tothe belicf 
or practife of any thing, but that which fhould be very requifit 
_ totheir Salvation, the ching about which they with fuch ear- 
neltnefs enquire ; and yet we fee, the very firlt thing he dire&s 
them to, in anfwer to their demand, is, to repent and to be bap- 
tized every one of them in the Name of the Lord }efus for the re- 
miffion of fins, ver. 38: By which we gather, that Baptifm as 
well as repentance, is one of the requifites to remifsion of fins, 
and fo unto falvation. 
Teis the faying of Chrift the faichful and true Witnefs, that 
Except a man be born of Water and of the Spirit, be cannes enter 
into the Kingdom of God, 3. 5+ By a mans being born of 
Water, Intcrpreters underftand his being baptized of water, as 


by his being born of rhe Spirit, his regeneration, See Ye late 
- 


| 
| 


Annotations upon the place. Thofethatare pleafed to fay, that 
too grcat a Screfs is laid upoa Baptifm by the Abetters of it, 
and thereupon blame them tor urging and preffing it, as a thing 
fo nec flary as fometimesthey do, may bz curned over unro Joe 
fus Chrilt for an anfwer to their exception ; for indeed they 
do not fo much bieme the Servants, as the Maliec himfelf, ups 
on the account of whole Do&r:nc, they fo prefs this praile, 
Sothateach of them in this cafe may truly fay to their Lord 
and Saviour, The rebukes of them, that rebuked me, are falien 
upon thers For none I prefume ever laid a lgreater Sersfs upon 
Bsptitm, then Chrilt here does, in faying, Except 4 man be born 
of Water, bebaptized) and of ihe Spirit, be“cannot enter 
into the Kingdom of God. | | 

Aoother ot the Oracles of Jefus Chrift to ‘the fame cff:& is, 
Mark 16.16. He that believech, and te baptized, foall be faved, 
and he that believeth not, foal be damned, Where we fee our 
Saviour joyns baprifm with taith, as requifice to falvation: 
and what Chrift in this hath joyned together, who is he that 
dares pucafunder ? If any fhall chink, chat Baprifm is left out 
in the oppofitce member here (he not faying, he chat believeth 
nor, and is not baptized, (hall be damned, bur only he chat be- 
lieveth not fhall bedamned,) on purpofe to indulge perfons in 
the hope of falvation who do believe, though they be not 
baptized ; lee {uch rather judge with theméelves, that baprifm 
being fo exprefly joyned with faith in the former pare of the 
verfe, aS that upon which the promife of falvation is made 
by Chrift, codepend asicis, it was lefs neceflary to mention 
the want, or neglect thereof, with unbeliet on the ‘contrary, | 
as that unto which damnation 1s threatned, becaufe fri quently 
in Scripture cial &, where things are fuccin@ly delivered, 
the Affirmative fuppofes the Negative. And where Chrift 
makes the aflurance ot falvation to depend upon faith and bap- 
tilm joyntly, as here, certainly it will be no mans wifdom, 
but extream folly, co venture his falvasion uzonthe one 
ne the other, upon che account of the atorc-fuggefted pre 


mption. 


The Apoftle Peser likewife, {peaking of that falvation which 
was vouchiated thofe in Ath, ith, The dke fre 
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wherennta even Baptifm aft alo naw, (ave not the ‘putting 
Away of. the filth of ghe Melb, but the an{wer of a good con[cience 
towards God, Cc. Pet.3.21. The Negative here, is nor exe 
clafive,bue interpretative, i.e. when he fayes, Not the puttin 
away of the filth of the fle, hs meaning is not, that the cane 
walhing or bapcifm doth nor at all contribute towards falva- 
von, which is che effe& here mentioned, for that were to rens 
der wacer-bapcifm wholly needlefs, an interpretation which 
would fall foul on other Scriprures, which {pesk che contr.ry : 
But bis faying, Noe the away of the filth of the ee. 
is to be underitood, as if che Apofile had faid; Nor by chat on- 
ly, or not fo much, by thats bur by the inward wathing allo, 
and by che anfwer of .a good confcience in Conjuné@tion with 
the outward Icisalike form of fpeech with chat of Pani, 
1 Cor.117. Chrift me not to baptize, bat to preach the Go- 
/pcl: meaning, that he was not feat fo much to bapt z, as to 
preach the Gofpel: for otherwife, he was {ent to bapt ze, as 
well ss preach, and accordingly he did baptize, as there he 
himfelf acknowledgeth, ver.14. 16. And therefore that which 
the Apoltle {peaks concerning the man andthe woman in ano- 
ther eafe, is true concerning the outward and inward biprifm, 
inthis; Nesther the man Without the Woman, neither the Woe 
mun Without the manin the Lord, 1 Cor. So neicher is the 
outward wafhing without the inward, nor the inward without 
the outward in che Lord, that is, by his appoincmert, and. ‘n 
order tothe Salystionof men, It daptifaihcen be a like figure, 
or that which h: Anslogical Proportion with the Ark 
of falyition, we may then erfily guef, how nicefl ry 
tptifm isto falvation. af we followtbe Apollks, figure, 
it w ll cewchus, Thatas it was neceflaty for thofe that would 
eicspe drowning in that Deiage of waters, to enter into the Ark, 
which was Gods appointed initrument of that falvations fo 1s 
it neceffary for thofz that would efeape the perdition of the un- 
Godly and unbclicving work, to be baptized, as being a means 
ordained by God for fuch anend hikewafe, 
If then once to be biptized adury enjoyned every. Dilci- 
fleof Jefus Chrift, or fuch as profefsbelict in his Name, 35 10 
the fiilt particular; anda Doctrine of Chrift tobe imbraced 


aod 


j 


tnd fdllowed, asin the teotd, ad a thing which fo much 


coneerns their falyation, as in the third particular hath been {et 
forth; then how comes any mans long neglect of his duty, and 
of this Doftriae of Chrilt, and of this means of his {alyaci- 
on, totally cocxempt him therefrom? Does a mans doin 
his duty in other things priviledge him in the negle& of this 
Orc hath any mans long continuance in the profefsion of the Go. 
fpel, modethat which was his duty long fince to have done, 
ceafe co be his du.y now at all? when as he ha:h neither alrea. 
dy difcharged it, nor wants opportunity yet todo it: Doubt- 
lefs, all {uch imaginations are but vain thoughts, 

Upon occafion of that which hath been {aid , whereby 
the falvation of men feems much concerned in the due ule of 
Bapri‘m, it is hkea queftion will arife in the minds of fome, 
whether I make Baptifm a condition of falvation, or a thing 
neceflary thereunto ? Since foto do is looked upon, as a molt 
iMportune notion and conceit, in as much as ic is chought a molt 
uncharitable cenfuting of many thoufands godly perfons that 
have died, and yet were not baprized, wich other then cheir In- 
tan:-baptifm; as likewifeof many thoufands now living, who 
cannot be per(waded that ic is cheir duty, 

For anfwer ¢o this queftion. 

1. I defire to make Baptitm nothingelfe then what the Scrip- 
ture makes it, nor to pur more neceffity upon ic, chen what the 
Scripture hath puc upon it, an account whereof I have in part ¢’- 
_ wen, and theretore thall refer chofe that defire fatisfaCtion in chis 
gy ores: tothe word of God, to confider what that makes 

, how far neceffary, and how far not. Only in reviewing 
thofe Scr'prures which have been produced hereabour, 1 fhill 
defire that it may ferioufly be confidered by thofe chat chink Bap- 
tifm faperfluons where the Gofpel is commonly profefled, of 

at lealt amongift fach perfons that have long engaged in @ con- 
— feiencious profeffion thereof, as likewife by rhofe that make 
light of it, looking it, ci:her asathing indifferent, or elfe 
that which is bur litcle more would have ic conlider- 
ed by fuch, whether st would be handfom, of any whit ike 
confciencious Interprerors, or fuch that:fear to diminif& ought 
trom the Word of God, to put fuch like conftiuétions. upon 


the 
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the Scriptures, whichfuch an opinion concerning Baptifm in 
reference to fuch profeflors does fuppofe, and which J thall bere 
point at. Jobs 3,5. Except a man be born of Water, and of the 
Spirit, be cannot enter into the Kingdom of God; i.e. (according 
totheir opicion) a man may entcrinto the Kingdom of God, 
chat is bonn of the Spirit, though he benot born ot water, A- 
gsin, He that believeth and baptiz:d, foal be faved, Mark 16 
16, that is (the forelaid opinion being judg) he that believeth 
fhall be faved whether he be baprized or ro. So again, when 
the Scriprure faith, Repent and bz baptized in the Name of the 
Lord je(us, for remiffion of fins, A&s 2.38. chatis, (it che opi- 
nion aforefaid do not erre,) repent, aad ye fhall have the remif- 
fion of fins, whether ever you be baptiz-d in the Nameof the © 
Jefus,orno. For either chis mangling ofthe facred word 
of Jetus Chrilt, mult pafs for a currant interpretation of thle 
Serip‘ures, or Baptifm mult be neceflary in rclation to the 
-falvation of chofe that will exp. falyation in Gods way, and 
uponhisterms, whecher they be fuch as have long {ince centred 
-upon the Chriftian profeflion, or whether fuch who are yet to 
begin it. This mult be fo, unlefs we will fuppofe, that God 
had one method and way of faving men in thole times in which 
thefe Scriptures were firtt given out aad delivercd tothe world, 
and snoth:r way now; which if any meno hatha mind to fup- 
pole, lec it beat hisowa peril; for my part,| look for falvation 
io the ancient Gotpel way, and upon no other terms. For if 
not one jot or tittle of the Law fall fail, til Heaven and Earth 
pa(saway (which I am/fure ismoryet) Afateh.s.18. much lefs 
thallany of the Gofpeh For if she word (poke by Angels (as 
the Law was) was fedfaft, cc. How fhall We e/cape, if We weg- 
let (a great (alvation, which at the fir began to be [poker by 
the Lord bimfelf, and afterwards Was coufirmed by thofe that 
beard bies? Heb.2.3,3. The Word of the Lord endureth for ever, 
and this is the Word Which by the Gofpel ws preached unto yon, 
i Pet.a.a5. Therefore, adde mot thou to bis Word, left he reprove 
thee and thou be found a lyarsPre.30.6. mor take away tuerefrom, 

lef} God take away thy part out of the Book of life, Rev. 22.19. 
2, As for thofe, otherwile goa perfons, that are to 


have lived and died un-baptize 72" you will fuppofe a 
they 


they received in their infsncy to be Baptifm) I am far from 
judging them as touching their eternal eftate, if this fin of o. 
miffion of theirs, proceeded from ignorance and miltake, as] be. 
lieve it did; as I would not judge chofe who lived and died in 
Epifcopal and other Popith fuperltirions, whilelt otherwife 
truly con{cientious, snd men fearing God : Nor doubting but 
‘thar the molt merciful God, winked at the dayes of that ignce 
rance, and did confiler che g:eat Jifadvantages thc y were under, 
ascoming latcly out uf that thick darknets of P.p.th Apoltacy 
and Superltition, and fo did accept them, (finding their beares 
upright inthe main) according to shat light they had, and net 
according to that they had not, 
Yerthirdly, for thofe perfons fearing God, whether corfi- 
dered as alecady dead, or as yet living, toat were in their times, 
or that yet remain non-odedient, (not to fay difobedicnt) to 
this part of the Golpel, upon occafion of {ome erronicus noti- 
on or opinion, by which they have been perfwaded 
that they have done their duty in refufing Baptifm opon the 
terms ia which I pkadit, when have cone the contrary ; 
though will mot fay their falvation was, or is defperatily 
hezarded hereby, yet I do belicwe it to be much prejudiced here- 
by. Forto what degree Baptifm when duly ufcd, doth by the 
— goltitutive will and appointment of God, contribute towards 
thefzlvacion of men, (the conrributions whereof are doubtlefs 
very confidcrable this waycs) tothe fame degree mult thcy fuf- 
fer prejudice, lofs, and difadvantage in their falvation, who 
by any erronious opinion about Baptifm, do wholly deprive 
themfelves of it, as theydo who refufe the Baptifm of Gods 
making, upona conceit th:y haveit alresdy, when ss indeed 
they have nothing lefs, Jf any mans Work burn, be foal (wffer 
fofs, 1 Cor. 3.15. The Apoltle Peter {peaking of an abundant 
entrance that fhall be miriltred to fome, into the everlafting 
Kingdom of our Lord and Saviour, Jefus Chrift, a Per. 1. 11. 
viz, tofuch as have quit themfelves upon excelient terms of 
diligenc-, both to know the ucmoft-of the will of God concert- 
ing them, and to dothereafter, ss appears by che Contex’, ver. 
5.9. he doth thereby imply, that to what degree men are re- 


mifs and negligent in making enquiry after the willof God, 
touche 
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touching what they ought todo, or in doing what they know 
to be his will, tothe fame degree their enterance into the King- 
dom of Chrift, will be contra&ted, made narrow, and (traighe, 
for otherwife, if chere fhould nor be this different follow. 
ing upon diligence and negligence here sbour, that would ceafe 
to be an Argument or motive unto this diligence, which here 
the Apoftle ufes for one, 

4. But as for thofe that are, or (hall be regardlefs to know the 
mniof God here about, not fearching afterit, nor cocfcienti- 
oufly atcending tothe means of light and knowledge wh n of. 
tered, or elfe being under conviction fhall labour co cut out 
the light in their confciences, and upon this account thall be 
found difobedient tothis Dottrine of Chriit, (efpecially inthefe 
times wherein the practife of it is revive?) I fhall not judge 
them, (as Chrift {peaks of himfelf; Jf any man hear my words, 
and believe not, I judge him mot, the that I have [poken, 
fame foal judge bim in the laft day, John 7. 47,48.) But thall 
leave them to ttand or fall by thae word which faith, Except a 
man be born of Water, and of the Spirit, he canwot enter into the 
Kingdom of God: and he that believeth, and us baptized, foall 
be faved. But beeaufe I know fome think them{clves in good 
and faf: condition upon their belicving, though chey be nor bop. 
tz2d, thall thereof defice fuch to cor fader. 

1, That petfons did believ. ia :heApoltles times before chey w:re 

bapciz -d,8-yet was not thereupon the lefs,bur che more 
for them. [f than bel eveft with all thine heart thon may/t, 
towit, be baptized, faith he tothe Eunuch, A&s 8.37. Sothie 
faith was then fo far trom being a reafon why men fhould not 
bz baptized, as chat it was the true reafon why they fhould. 
2. Let chem furcher confider, that that beleving which is 
fufficient to ones pret.nt jultification when he begins co believe, 
is not futficient unto his falvation, when ke haththe opportuni- 
ty of obeying other Commands of God and doth not. For 
though With che heart mau believes unto righteon[nes : yet With 
the mouth confe ffiow made unto (alvation, Rom.10.10, Though 
we (hall fuppote then, that-a man believes in Chrilt, and yet {hall 
be afhamed to confefs him before men, ( which it (ec ms was the 


cale of many of the chief Rulers, fob 12-42.) Chrift Jefus 
| L 3 will 
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will be sfhamed of him before Father and ‘his holy Ang: 
So I fay, if you will fuppofe that any man believes in Chrilt, and | 
yet fhall refufe to puton Chrilt (1s they puc him on who are 
bapt intohim, 3.27.) either for the fhame and con- 
tempt which the world cattsapon fuch a practife, or for any | 
other carnal refpe dt, be may for opght [can from any word of 
God affure him tothe contrary, fail fhorte of falvarion at the 
jalt, not withitsoding his prefc oi blief. James 2.14. What doth 
it profit, my Brethren, though aman fay be bath fasth, and have 
not Works? Can faith fave him? (hrift is authour of eternal 
falvation, but it [uch as obey bim, Heb,5 9. And therefore 
sayes, Hethat foall break one of vhefe leaft commands (as fome 
men notion Baptifm to be,) and teash men [o, be (oad be cal- 
led the leaft inthe Kingdom of Heaven,: Matth.5.19. : 

The premifes confide ed, it istome matter of wonder as 
well asof offcnce, that (whoothcewile are from be- 
ing sgnorant of the Scriptures) fhould compare Buptifm now, 
with Circumcifion in the Apoltles dayes, {eying, thac as ¢ir- 
camcifion Was nothing, nor wucircumcifion nothing, but the keep. 
ing of the Commandments of Ged; to tobe baptiz-d, or to be 
un- baptized, isnothing, buc the keeping of the Commandments 
of God is ; when as it is the expre{s Doétrine of the Sciptares, s 
thing urged and preffed both by Chrilt himflf, and by his Apo- 
fies; avd therefore fure the Commandment of God,. For 
J, faith Chrilt, bave not /poken of my felf, but the Father which 
[ent me, be gave me commandment What I fhould (ay, and what 
foould (peak, eAnd J know that his Commandment life 
lating, (i.e. being obferved.) whatloever I (peak therefore, 
even asthe Father hath aid unto me, fo] [peak, john 12. 49,5 % 
And Paul thus: Jf any man think himfelf to be a Prophety-or 
[piritmall, let bim acknowledge, thatthe things that I Write unig 


you, are the Commandments of the Lord, 1 Cor.14.37. TheDo- 


Ctrines then of Chrilt, and of the Apofikes, whether delivered 
in preceptive form, or othcrwife, are the Commandments of 
God. But now, toputan O-dinanceof God (as Baptifm is) 
whici is now intorce, and will be, I.doubt not, tothe end of 
the world, into the fame capacity with circumcifion in the 
Apoliles dayss, the Date whereof wasthen expired, yea, and 
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to compare thear which prefs che neceffiry of Baptifm 
now, with cthofe that preffed the neceffiry of citcumeifi. 
on then, as fif the one would render Chrift as unprofits. 
ble co them as the other; whatisitclfe, chen to make void 
the Commandment of God, that they might eftablife itheir own 
tradition ? 

But as no man, that does acknowledg the Authority amd 
Divinity of the Scriptures, can eafily fatisfie himfelf in living 
in the Breach of any of it’s known rules and prec:pet, without 
the countenance and protection (fuch as itis) of fame vain 
imagination, and deceitful reafoning or other, fo is it in this 
cafe with fome, who having no mind to this way of God (Bap- 
tifm I mean) though other wife cenvinced of the nullity of In- 
fant-baptifm) have taken hold of certain delufive Pleas, where- 
by to jultifie their non-conformicy to this rule of the Gofpel, 
and Doftrine of Chrift. As, 

1. That Baptifm according to Scripture example, is not 
tobe adminiftred to men, but at the time of their firlt believing, 
and not as now it is pra&tifed by fome, long afcer the time in 
which they firft began to believe and profefle the Cofpel; nor 
toany, bur fuch as are Babes in Chrilt, or weak Chri tians, and 
not to {trong men in Chrift, or well grown Chriftiins : and thae 
where itis otherwife pra@tifed, there thit Baptifay is nox like 
the Apoltles Baprifm; and confequencly is withour rule, or 
example from che Scriptures. And further, chat fince the time 
of ones new-birth or Babefhip in Chrilt, is the proper feafon 
for the reception of .Baptifm, and that every thing beautiful 
in its feafon, that therefore much of che beauty and lu'tre 
O:dinance_is loft, when adminiftred to old Difciples, and is 
thing as uncomely and incongruous, as itis for aman to do 20 
ation propertoachild, 

To all which I anfwer, 1. By way of conceffion, and do 
grant, that che time of mensnewebirth or babefhip ia Chrilft, 
is che firteft time ‘and belt feafon, and rhe Newsborp babes .jn 
Chrit, the propereft fubjet of baptifmal Adminiftration : 
and that it was the afasl¢attom inthe Apaftics times, to dire 
tize new Converts, and fo ought co be practi fed in thefe daycs : 


all this is that which I have already afferted over and over: - - 
rug 


Objet, 1. 


A af 


[ 
Butthen fecondly, I aniwer farther by way of Excepti- 
on; 5. Thatitno waycs follows, that becaufe a man both ig- 
norancly & negligently, however, finfully omitted the fice: ft and’ 
piopercit icafon of doing chat which was his duty in that fea. 
fon to have done, that therefore he is by that omifficn of his, 
difcharged from and difubligedto thst duty icfelt. Ic is:he du- 
ry of allmen, to remember their Creator in the dayes of their 
yonsh, begin confcientiorfly to ferve God betimes, Eccle/. 
£2.41. buc Chall we fay, that becaufe youths have le: flip this 
{on and opporcunity of grace, thac therefore they are ever a whit 
the lefs obliged to remember their Creator afterwards, when 
they come io be old men? Nay, rather on the contrary, does 
mocthe greater obligation lie uponthem, then, if poflible, to 
double their zeal and diligence therein? 

Thcugh the fourteenth day of the firt month, was the pro- 
per time and feafon for the celebration of the Peffover, by Gods 
own appointment, as being the precife time in which that was 
dor.e, of which the Paflover was amemoril, and from which 
it tock its rife, Exod, 12, 17.42. yetuf any had omitted it in 
chat appointed feafon, upon occafion of their being ia a journy, 
crof cheir being unclean; chey were, notwithitanding chat 
omiffion, to keep it afterwards on the fourteenth day of the fe- 
cond month, Namé.9.10,11. Nay,circumcifion it felf, which 
was butonce tobe received, though the eighth day. af er thy 
childs birth, was the proper time of that Oxdinance ajfo by 
Gods own injun@ion, y<e when this had been omitted about 
forty ycars by the J/raelites, atter the appointed and proptt 
time, yet it was not uncomely for them to do that then, which 
fhould have been done long before, Po 5. 2. 7. | 

2, Whereas itis fuggctted as an uacomily thing for old 
Di‘ciples to be baptized, and thac which tends to cake away 
much of the beauty and luftre af the Ordinance » J demand, - 
wherein the uncomeline fs lies? Is icany difparagement to the 
Ordinance itfelf, that a tall and well grown man in thet bines 
Godotherwil-, thould ttoop down io it totake itup? or it 

jt any difparagemcnt for him fotodo? Indced it. isadifparage | 
ment to.him, that he hath negle@ed his duty fo long, as all fin is 
a difparagement to him that defiles himfelf with it; but it is 


| 
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his honour, tfiae he remembers himfelf at laft, and obeys 
his God s acts of'conformity to the willof God, adorn the crea. 
‘ture. Yeaa fubjection co the will of God in this Ordinance, is 
acomely ching, even in perfons of the greacelt attainmencs in 
the things of God, Chrilt Jcfus himfelf, though he was axoinr- 
ca with this oyl of grace above his fellows, yet he counted it no 
difparagemearto him, oruncomely thing in it felt for hm to 
be baptized: Suffer ie, faith he, to be fo wow, for thusit 
COMETH us to fulfil allrighteou[wefs, Atatch. 3.15. As 
long then as it isan act of rightecufnels, or contorinity to a 
Law or Inflitucionof God robe baptized, it can be no uncome- 
ly ching, no not-én one of the growth of Jefus hiatelt 
but without doubs; isa fowl difparagemenr; and a thing very 
unfeemly and incongruous to the profeflion of a Diteiple of 
elus Chritt, oucof a concei: or vain opin on of high atrain- 

ments in Chriftianicy, to refute to tollow Lord and Ma'tec 
through the warer, whofe attainmencs [ am fure, were chen 
greater when he fubmitied tothis O.dinance, then thine are at. 

the high: picch, whoever chou arc chat thus vainly difpurelt 
wi fuolifhly rejeef the Counfel of Gad azainft thy /elf. 
And becsafe it is faid by way of illulracion; that for a 
{trong Chriftien co bz baptized, is a thing as incongruous and 
uncourly, as. icis fora lufty man to do an action p oper to a 
child ; demand, whecher a mao having omitted to do that in 
his minority, wh'ch had been mot proper for him thea to have 
done,.aod fap pofiag the dviayot which, would have had an in- 
fluende upon him, as wnto his accommoda:ton and benefit, sll 
the'dayes of his life. whether is it uncomely thing for {uch 
amsn now fzeing his former folly in-his former dOegle@, to 
do ‘that now ac laft in order to his fature good, through cht tor- 
mer negle& whereof he hatch {u'tsined’ (coo much lofs alevady @ 
As forexample, we know the time of childhood, is che nacreft 
time and feafon for the drinking in the fi (t rudiments of learn- 
ing; yeetthis baving been negk@ed by one in his childhood, 
and yourb, ic is fo far trom being an uscomely thing in him to 
learntorcad when he comes to be fenfible of his want of skill 
that way, chat indeed itis his praife and commendations, chat 


he enJeayours then to fill up char defect in order to his future 
benefit. 
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benefit. Even fo, Baptifm {piritual influence upon a 
Chriftian chroughout his whole lite, and not only at the time of — 
his firlt raking icup, ic therefore follows; that if aman was {o 
-weak and injudicious in this particular, at the time of his new. 
birth, asnotto judge this Baptifm wefpeak of neceffary, yer 
for him to fee his former errour, snd to repent of this ignorance, 
weaknefs,and fin of his,when he comes ro better andetitanding, 
and refolve to be nolonger without the benefi:’& bl: fling which 
God hath put in this Ordinance, for the continuall good and 
bo mfic of a Chriftisn all his dayes, 1s none of his uncom ly 
things, but that which renders him truly wife, both in the eyes 
of God, and good men, It was the duty of the Charch of 
Ephe/us, torcpent,and dober firft works, having through back- 
fuding and dec.y, fallen benea’h th:m, Revel. 3.5. And hall 
we then think it an uncomely thing, fora man co repent of his 
former negleét, and now at lalt todo chat which fhould have 
been his work 
3. it is ubjefted, chat there is no example in the 
New Teltamene, sstoadminilter Bapcifm to g-own Saints; I 
sniwer, that it chisb true, then it is, becaute there are no exe 
amples in the New Teltamcnt of grown Ghriftians their being 
unbaptized, and fo no grown Chiiltians thac wanced Baptifm. 
For that corruption of fuch a finful omiffion of Baptifm, was 
not then ¢rept ino the Church, and fo there was no occafion 
or place for{uchanexaniple, And yet this example we have, 
Of Cornelins, bis b.ing baptized kong atrer che timesin 
which he began to fear and ferve the Lord ; for his religion 
and devotion this way, was of that continuance and ftanding 
before his Bapriim, chac ic grew-famous, as ic feems, shroughe 
out all the Nation of the Jews, though he himfelf was a Gen- 
tide, 10.1,%.23- Ani it chofe who had been long profeffors 
of Chritianity, (a) itappears they bad been of whom che Apo- 
filef{peaks, Heb.5. 130 inthat he faith, For she rime they ought 
$0 kave been scacbers,) had yet seed, becaule of their doinefs, te 
be again, Which Were she fw ft Principles of she Oracles 
of Ged; then farely fuchas yee never karned alithefe firft prior. 
ples, out are unsinltruéted im the due afe of the Ordie 
nanc: ofBaptifm, which isone of them, and that wage 
fen 
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fion of their dulosts this way, havelikewile need now tolesrd 
it pra@tically, though ic be not till long afcer cheir firlt enterance 
upon the Chriltian profeffion, 

4. It becaufe we hive noexampks in Scripture, of old Dif- 
c'ples,cheir bcing baptized; fay, it shis be a rcalon againtt anc;- 
ent protcffors their taking up the Ordinance of Baptilun, when 
thichecun:o omit.ed by them, chen the like plea, would be as good 
anargunent againtt cheic being Members of Charches, and theic 
parcakiog of che Supper of the Lord who are unebaptiz:d; for 
wh re is there any ex:m, le in theN :w Teltaaenc of any ones be~ 
ing joyned in Church-tellowhhip, & thereupon partak ag of the 
Supper, whohad not been firt baptized? So, chat af chis Ar- 
gument be good for any thing, it is to beat down. boch Chu - - 
ches and Ordinances; s thing which would dowdelef, much 
praifie thofe that already fit teoloofe chit way, which 
lieve fome chac have ufzd ths way of reafoning, did not {fo 
well confider, whil’t chey buildup. with one hand, what they 
coGeavour to throw down with the other 

But about a work of reformation after 2 great Apoltacy 
and general defeCtion from the purity of Gofpel-worlhip, and 
Adminiftration, it is no good way of realgning, to fay, that 
becanfe we have so examples in Scripture of fuch, and, 
‘endeavours of reformation of abufes crepe the wo-Ahip of 
God, theretore we may not thus and chus cndcavourit. In 
fuch cafes, it is fufficient. that we have the Original rule so 
dire@ us, what it is chat God did require.of his people whgn 
he fit delivered shem thofe laws; and,rulcs to, walk by, apd 
that we endeavour practically to ant wen shofe, as pear aa the 
polibility of our prefent condition will,edait; aod 
ly them, pon a pretence of an impofabjlity sous, by 
reafon of difadvantage conracted, co,an(werche firlt accyltom- 
ed manner and ulage; infuch or such Ocdinanges sad , 
trations in all particular circumftanecs, If ABOM 
Coming out of their Babylonifm captivity, had gone this way 
to wok, they had never fer upon the work of reformation, and 
reftitution ot Temple and Worthip, as indeed they did. For 
they had no example betore them, of chat which they were now 


todo: wiz, to re-build the and reftore the 
2 
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‘in thofe particular cafes and circamfanees peco. 
liar tothem’, ho, nor any particular direCtion}irom the law, in 
| feveral of their immergencies, but only general rules of o:ipinel 
Order and Inftirucion, And yet vpen the auhority of thofe 
Laws, by which God st the firlt enjoyned the ere(tion of 3 
Temple, and the ufe ‘Of fiich and fuch' Ordinanees, th.y pro- 
ceed to re-ed:fie the one, and reftore the ether from under their 
rye 3. decays and difeontinuarce, though in che doing chereof, the 
had comore Prophets, or other extraordinary means to 
them, then we tave now in our work of reformation and re- 
firation of Gofpel-worfhip end order, And yet that in shvs 
doing, they did nothing but what was their duty, appears by 
this, inthat when chev defilted: from the work, and God rai- 
ied up two Prophets, Haggai, and Zechariah, they dowreright- 
ly re; rove them from the Lord for letting’ their hand flack from 
the work, and not proceeding asthey had begun, Hag. 1.3;4, 
&c. Which chatly argues, that it wastheir duty to have gone 
on, #8 wcllas to hawe begun, though God: had raifed them o 
no extraordinary Prophets co afflittthem ; and that their fit 
endeavours herein, wetcapproved of God, as thir after deae 
lings were reproved by him.. Andtherefore, thefe things well 
confidered, 1 fhould rather think, that fuch perfons, w! o having 
begun, enf made fome good prc giefs in the work of reformae 
otherwife, butin chis of Baptifm flack their kards trom the 
. work, fhould much rather «xpe to be fharply reproved from 
God with thefe Jews, tor being partial and remifs in chis. work 
“ot the Lord, then’ to be indulged’ in the negle& of this duty 
; “ppon a prétence thee: the feafon thereof is over wich them. 
people’ fay, (Aaith' the Prophet) the time not yet come, 
1 which the ‘Lerds bon[e foould be. built, Ha » 


the time in 


But our prefent Oppofers, err on the other hand, tants the 


“time is now palt, in whichthe Lords Bap ifm fhould be ad- 
‘miniftred to them. 
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A fecond Objection againft the ba tizing of Per 
of a in she’ 


Profeffion, 


pretence againtt their recziving Baptifm who hava 
anciently profefled themfelves fervants to Jefus Chrift 
otherwile, is this, viz. becaufe by fuch along continued courfe 
of profeflion, the ends for which Biptifm was wont to be 
tcecived, are prevented, For Bapcifm being a Chrittians vifi- 
ble crantition or paffing from under bis former prof: Mion, man. 
net of worfhip, and coaverfstion, into a new condition in thefe 
refpe@ts, and that whereby he does engage to renounce, for- 
fake, and difclaim the former, bur to continue conftant in the 
worthipping, ferving and obeying him, into whole Nime ho 
is baptized ;. hence it comes to pafs, that wh-n any men or 
women have by acontinued, conftant, and publick profelli»n 
of repentance trom dead works, and faich towards God, and 
love towards men, given uptheir names to God, and to Jcfus 
Chrilt, and declared themfelves hisfervancs; hence it comes to 
pafs, fay they, that che forefaid ends ard ufes of Baptifm are 
fufficiently provided for by fuch a profeflion, and cont quently 
Biptifm to fach is necdlef{s, and uonecetfiry, becaufe Baptifm, 
as all other things, is nec.ffary only in refpeét of the ends 
whereto it ferves; and therefore where che cadsof it are at. 
tained, it felt being the mesns, .ceafes to be any further wie. 


The eAnfmers 


Tothis Panfwer, By demanding, that ifthe ends of 4 


tifm, or-the fame things forthe {zke e# which Bapcifm was or- 
dained, could be attained by a Chriftian profeflion without Bap- 
tifm,how came it to psfs then that God did ever inltitute and or- 
dain Baptifm at ali ?. For {uch a Chniftian proteflion as is fpoken 
of, will bz granted, fuppofe, to be every mans duty, whether he 


b: baptiz-d orno. And furely where the fame end is fuffieiently 
Provided for by one means, God is not wont to fu 
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cher, at Ie is this principle 


Rian profeflion ; a thing diredtl 


Chritian profeffion doth priacipaily 
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tfuch I conceive, that the Apoftle argues che infufficiency of | 
the Law toaccomphith the fame endfor which the Goipxl is 
given, viz. in chat he did ordsia and make the Gofpel, not. 
with{tanding the b:ing of the Law. /f there bad been « Law 


| gives, which could bave given life, verily righteou(ne/s foonld | 


bave been by the Law, Gai. 3.21< And again, Jf that firft Co. 
wenamt bad been faultlefi, then foould: ne place bave been fought 
forthe fecond, Heb.8.7. Upon the fameaccount may we isy, 
Jf the fame ends which God intcads to by ing about by Baptiim, 
co ad have been attsined (upoathe fame terms of wifdom apd 
goodocfs). by the Chriftian prot: Mion mention:d, and by this - 
only, then he would oever haveileavied this acher means.of 
Baptif roo forthe feme purpofes it.argues weaknefs andde. 
ficiency inthole that outemstch their ends with means. And 


thereforeto fay, that the ends of Baptiim may be as commodie 


oufly actained without Baprifm in che Chriltian profeffion 
with it, -is co rcficét a foul difparagement upon the wildom of 
God in bisipitiruting and making Baptifm, or giving ic any. 
ing acall. Bat let God be true, avd every man a lyar, and 
let che fooliflanefs of God be elteemed.(as indeed it is) wifee 
then men and folecthe fhameand difparegement whichfome 
have unawares thus foolifhly caft upon God, fall upon their 
own heartsand faces in humiliation before him with whom they 
have b:en fo an-becomingly bold, 4 
Bat fecond, I demand further, how ic comes to pafs that 
Baptifm and the proteffion of Chriftisnity are divided, and, 
that Ba,¢ {m is excluded che Chriltian proteffion? For what 
do they elie fay in effet, who fay theends of Bapti{m areattain- 
able by che Chriltian Profeflion without Baptifm ? For heres _ 
by chey would meke the Chriltian Profeffion iatirely compieat. 
as to the production of al] iis ends without Bsprifm, and fo 
confequenly render Baptilm no eficgriall pact of, the, Chri, 
| tothe and cure 
sant of the Seripture, which derives ss, pecty-pree from the 
fame Auchour with, and aflignes its place and Randing among. 
the principles of the DoGtrine of Chrilt of which the 


all 
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fion whatfoever without Baprifm ; do fay on the 
ry) that perfons not vse as yet been baptized, though of the 
atrainments in religion otherwife, do ltand in need of 


{ert upon thefe grounds ‘and confiderations following. 
1. Becaufe as well Baptifm as a mansentrance upon, or pro. 


grefs in Chriftianity, is appoinced by God as s means of cfc 


the fame end, ‘to wit, falvation. This hath been already made 
fons hive been dire. 


manifeft from thofe Scriptures, where per 
— &ed to the ufe of baptiim as well ‘as repentance, in orderto 
their being faved, e4é#s 2. 37,38. The like conjunction is made 
berween belicvi 

regereration and baprifm, pom 3. Ts. 3.5, and becween 
good confcience and baptifm, 1 Pet.3.21. and all inorder to. 
thefame commonend, falvation. Now where feveral mesns 
are enjoyned men by’ Ged in order to the obtaining the fame 
end, there it is not fafe for any thet really defire thatend, ta o- 
mitany one of thofe means apron any pretence whatfoever, oor. 


in cafe of {uch an emiffion, docs God {tand obliges by any pros: 
of falvation, nce: 


mite of his, to confer the grace and benchit 
can (uch in that cafe with any fuffi:ient ground of confidence, 
expe? it at his hands. Effe&ts depending apon the concurrance 
and co-operation of fevcral canfes, are pot to be expefted 
the operation of part of themooly. As there are feveral fyll:- 


aman regularly espable of Lalvation, as repentance, faith, Osp- 


tifm, obedience, .'Sothat 2$ be that propounds to 
the writing of fuch or fuch a word cgnfilting of feyeral fyllae . 
of his end in omitting any oneotthem; 


bles, difappoint 
fo he that propounds the putting of him in:o 4 re ular 
ti'yof Givacion. ashis end, ‘atid yet voluntarily omis 
the means appointed by God for that purpole, takes a 
courle to difappoint this arid important end 
of his, viz, his regular @apacity of falvation. If God Mh 
to fave any man upon éafier thofe which fer 
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Tyet that the ends of Bape” 
tif: are ade quacely actained by continued courfe of profef- 


ptifm, as to the effetting theends thereof: and this Ido af 


and baptifm, Afark 16.16, Aad between 


that go tothe malting ap of one word, fo there are feveral. 
things which by the appointment of God goto the making of 


ane of 
ike die 


ns If God (hall plesle . 


4 ‘ 
i 
{ 
i 
a 
4 
‘ é 
> 
‘ 
) Pas 
2 
= 
4 
} 


as hiscrdinary and Bending and wpon which he hath 
obliged hia by premite snd covensat to fave men, | 
rot (‘o faras] know mire own heart) be tioubled at iz; but 
Mall advil, mensthat prize their fslvacion, rot to truft io thar, 
bucio expect falvation trom God upon his ow piopofed terms, 
thacis ina way of doing that which he requircs of men in order 
thereunto, 25 David dd, fiying, have hoped for thy 
falvation, and done thy Commandmenti, Pfal.119. 166. Faith 
obtains at the hands of God, not fimply by biliv.cg that Cod 
~willdo chis or that good thing which he hath promifed, tur by 
puctirg him in whomicis unponcbeying God in the ufe of tuch 
meirs, the condition or iaking place wheicot he hah 
made {ich promife; as Lkewif-, by depending upon the power, 
g odnefs, and taithtulnefsof God for pertormancc, ina con- 
icientious and cbediential ufc of the {aid means. Jc istaid, that 
it was by faich, thatthe walls of. feriche tell down, Heb.11.30% 
but how ? not in omitting ary one cf thofe things which Ged 
cnjoyned for that purpofe, though o:hetrwife very defpicable 
and unlikcly to produce {uch an effet. And it nay very well 
te queftiored, whether thcfe walls would fallen down 
if tbey had compsfled tke Ciry but fixt mes when 
h. had crjeyned fevcn, o: otherwile had cmitted the b!owing 
of the ram: Loirs, or any other piece of Solemnity which God 
hed commanded a5 Secr2emencal me.ns of atch:cvirg that great 
enter prtie, though ocher wile, there was no proporticn ct 
tural efficiency in thofe aGtions,'o produce any fach ffet,when 
chy perturmeds Rut the faith and obedicnce of men to Ged; 
iS Many tins more fecn in dcing this or that at his appowt- 
innference to anerd, which in ie {elf promifes rotbing 
tcw rdsiuch s production, then it is in doing grearer maitcts 
tha: feem more proportiorate cotkeir end, becaufe in fuch ct 
itis a figne that God is more eyed, then the means, Whaere- 
es doub lefs, it isagreat temptation upen men, and oft prc ves 
a fombling tick in their way, to defpife and fo neg 
ufe of iuch means 2s thrcugh tie ivftiumion of God would rch- 
ly concuce to their goo’, becanie they promife fo little in vilie 
‘Dleappeatarec, This was the caufe why. the Jews at 
Chiift when they faw the lonmisot bis condition 
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the world; this likewife LS ‘ins to prefer works before 
faith as to their jaftificaticn, This was the fore at which 
Naaman the Syrian began to ftumble, when be w3s commend - 
ed to Wafh feven times.in Jorden for the clenfing of his leprofic, 
- fappofing that to be an unlikely thing to produce that effets 7 
bad thought, ({sith he concerning Elifea) that furely be would 
have come out me, and bave ftood, andcalled on the Name of the 
Lord hi God, and have firuck bis hand over the place: are not 
Abana and Pharper, rivers of Damafcus, betrer then all the 
Waters in Ifrael, Gc. King. 5. 18,12. And indeed, I much 
fear, that che fece of many who orher-wayes a’e godly and 
wife, are caken in this very {nire of underev2luing and dit- 
efteeming the Ordinance of Baptifm, bzcanfe it is a thing, which 
according to outward appearance, is defpicable, and promi- 
feth fo little. For from whatelfe can thofe dimunitive expref- 
fions of fome concerning it proceed? who fay, thacif it be 
a duty for Chri(tians not to baptize their children, and to be bap- 
tized themfelves ; yet it isone of the leaft of duties among ten 
thouland. Andas it was from that low efteem which Naa- 
man had of his wafhing in Jorden feven times, and the impro- 
bability of it in his eye tocffeé his clenfing, that made him to 
fry, Are not Abana and Pharpar, rivers of Damafcus, better 
then the Waters of Ifraels So doubtlefs is it from the like low 
efteem which they have of this Ordinance of Chrift, that fome 
conceive, that the other parts of the Chriltian profeflion, are 
hkelist toproduce che effe&s afsigned to Baptifm, then Bap- 
tilm ie felf is. But as many times great weights do hang on {mall 
wyers, fo, the wifdom of God hath put much asto the good 
of men, in thofe very things which many times feem ‘lealt in 
the eyes of men, that the excellency of the treafare and benefit, 
may fo much che more manifeltly be known to be of God, by 
the vefiel is earththy and weak, in which it is 
And wherefore have.I thus inlarged ? but to thew, that 
— Baptifm by water, however by mens mif-reprefentation of che 
matter to themfelves, icfeems to be numbred among the 
of the Commands of God, or rather excluded their nomber as 


tothe profeffors of thefe dayes, yet being enjoyncd by the fame 
| aie 
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Lond, inthe fame Gofpel, in sae to the falvation of men, as 
wellas repentance from dead works, and faith cowards God; 
and that God dothno more exempt or priviledge any man from 
athe one, then he doesfrom theother, by any word of his, or 


docsany whic more afcertain bis falvation in che negle& of the 


one, then he does in che negle& cf the other, that therefore it 
isof mans weakoefs and vanity, and not from any w:fdom re- 
ceived from God, tomake fuchan ele€ion and reprobation a 
mong the D-ctrinesof Cbrift ss fomedo, whowhilethey ac. 
councthe one adfolutely neecfliry to falwation, yct do in the 
mean while w.th another eye, look the o her as indiffzrent, 
necdicis, and fuperfluous, as touching any fuch need which the 
falvation of men hath thereof; yea judging them deeply culps- 


ble (almoft. as muchasthey who faid, Except ye be circumci- 


fed ye cannot be faved) that urge the praCtile of Bapti(m as ne- 
ctfuy to falvation, though in the doing thereof, they put 
no ocher neceflizy upon ic, then what the Scripture hith 
As there isone common end of believing, repenting, Bap- 
tilm, growing ingrace, and perfevering tothe end, which is 
falvation ; fo there are fubordinately, feveral different ends of 
Bapcifarit felf; and there is alfos gradail acceflion to thofe 
ends in both which refpects, Baptifm is neceflary in perions 
otherwife of che largelt growth in religion. For though it 
fhould be granted for arguments fake, that fome of the ends of 
Baptifm may be prevented, by a long continued courfe of pro- 
feflion preceding it; yer thit any fhould affirm, that all che 
was of Baprifm are anticipitaced by fuch a profeflion, me thinks 
is {trange. 

For 3. Bsptifm in the ufc, influence, and operation of it, 
rans parallel with amans life and dayes; fo thatthoughthe 
be tranfient, yet the Spirit or obliging power of that ad, is or 
ought to be permanent and lalting. For what ever a man-by bis 
bapti{m dots ing 
bis, if the intent of it be obferved, hath an influence upon him 
sll his daycs, to walk an{werabletoit, And fo we thall find 
the Apoltle teaching. the believing Romans, to improve theit 
Baptiim which they had received long before, unto their shen 


pree 


age himicitto; this baptifmal of 
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prfeot morrificstion and {anctitication, anfwerable tothe true 
jorencot it, Row,.6.2,3:4.5. As wife ought all herdayes, to 


rememd rand keep that engagement of fidelity to her husband, ae 


into which the entred the day of her marriage, foought a Chri. 
(tian, to make it his continual work, and daily bufineis,: to ane 
fulfil, and mike good, thatengagement of fubjection and 
fidelity to Chrift Jefus, into which he entred at the cime of his 
Sochatchis thea runaing parallel with a Chriftians 
profeffion, influencing and a€ting the fame, it cann»t pofsibly bz. 
pzevented by fuch a profefsien. | 

2. Oz end of Baptifm is to gonfirm, {trengthen and increafg 
in men, that which ia fome good meafure they had before they 
werebaptiz:d. Memeitherdo or ought to believe before they 
are baptized, as hath been already fhewed, and yet they are. co. 
bz baptized for the bettering and confirmation of that taich of 
theirs notwithitaniing. So men have prefence aad ope- 
ration of the Spirit betore Baptifm, in as much as.they are en. 
abled to believe before. For no man can fay that fefus us the 
Lord, (asthey dothat believe before Baptifm) bat by the Holy 
Car. 123. And yet Baptifa is to be received for this 
end among others, oz. tharthey mayreceive the Haly Gholt, 
ise, a greater meafure and prefence of the Spirit then before 
they had, 44s 2. 38,39. Nowthen, uniefs chat any profef-. 
fors ern come forth and fay, that chey have fo much faith, and 
fo much of the Spirit, that they nzed no more; I cannot: un- 
derftard how their profefsion, though orherwife never fo fub- 
ftansiz] and real, can carry them above their necd of Byprifm: 
Certainly, they have outftript Paxil, either in p-oftcieney, or 
in opinion of rheirown worth, whoesn fay tbry have actain- 
ed, to wit, perfection of degrecs. Nos as thongh I bad al- 
ready attained, either Were already perfett, [ayes Paul, Philips 


Now that Baptifm, ought to bereceivedin relation to fome 


Of itsends, though ochers of chem fhould bs prevented by foine 
precedanious work of gracz,or gift of God, will appzar. 1.Brom 
theex:mple of our Saviours Baptifar, who though he bid no 

need of baptiim, in refpect of fome of thofe ends for which’ 
Baptiim was ordained, and in wheteof all other men 
| 2 | peeded 
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needed it, yet in fome other refpects, we fee it was neceffary 


even in Chrift himfclf, viz. as it was a thi , well becoming 


him tofulfil all rightcoufnefs, and in this, eg in 
all other his Commands and thenon foot, 


Ic appears from che Baptifm of Cornelia, and his 


Ob}: ion, 


eAn{wer, 


Company. For though one end of Baptifim, is to put men into 
areguiat capacity of receiving the Holy Ghoft, as hath been 
noted ; yet God preventing this end of baprifm as unto them, 
in cauling the Holy Ghoft co tall uponthem extraordinarily, 
while che word of rhe Gofpel was in {peaking to them, and be. 
tore they were bsptized s the Apoitle Peter hereupon, is fo far 
from making this an Argumenc why they fhould not be bap- 
tized, or had no. need of Baprifm, as that he thence inters the 
reafonablen{s of the ching, why they fhould be bap:ized in 
reference coorher ends, es 10 47,48. Can any man forbid 
Water, that thefe fhould not be baptized, Which bave receiped the 


Holy Ghoft aswell as Wwe ?. And be commanded them to be bapti- 
ced in the Name of the Lord, 


I might slio from what hath been now lak mentioned, take 
occafion to. anfwer anott.er the continuation 
of Baptifm in thefe dayes; which Objeétion is this, That ex- 
perience fhews, thac Baprifm now producrs no fuch effeas, 
asit diiin che Apoftlesdayes ; for then tho‘e that were bzpti- 
zed with water, wite baptized alfo with the Spiric, fome-vie 
fible effects thereof frequenily enfuing. Bur no {uch effeds are 
now produced by that Baprifm which men.take up in our days; 
for what have they more of the Spirit who are bapt’z¢d, with 
this new baprifm (as they callit) then thofe that are not ? 
and if they have no more, thento what purpofe is the practife 
of it continued ? . | 7 

To this I anfwer, 1. That by what hath been jult nowob* 
ferved about che baprifm of Cornelius and his Company , it 
appears that baptifm is nec: lary for other ends,. then.co. rendér 
men Capabie of thole extraordinary receptions of the Spirit, For 


we there &e, that was flary to them though-they 
had been prevenced here wich. edt to 


LE this Orjeron, were forcible againft rhe 
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being of true 


baptifm 


| 
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bapti{m now in the world, it might be to as good purpofe ak 
objection again the being of any true believers in the world, 
at lealt fo far as known tous: For there are no fuch effe@s, as 
a miraculous {peaking with tongues, &c. that follow mens 
believing. in thefe dayes, which yet were promifed to belie- 
vers, and received by them in the Apofles dayes, AZark 
Buc as the ordinary and common effects of believing, to wir, 
obedience, love, &c. do now follow mens believing, as well as 
they did inthe Apoltles dayés, though thofe extraordinary ef- 
te&ts are ceafed,or at leat fufpended, as having been vouchfafed 
for a certain time only, by way of fpecial diufpenfation, & defigne 
for the confirmation of the Gofpel-minifration whileft ic was 
but yet new, AZark 16,20, Heb.2.4.S0 do the ordinary, commcn, 
and indeed molt falvivical effets of bapeifm where duly ufed, | 
Dow remain, when as chofe that were extraordinary, and by 
way of extraordinary defigne, and of {pecial difpénfation, for 
atime voucfaf.d are now ceafed, or et lealt fufpended.- = 
Neither were thofe gifts which we call extraordinary, extrz-. 
ordinary in point of -faving benefit, abovethofe which we call 
ordinary, nor indeed equal to them: for the Argoftle having 
{poken of chefe extraordinary gifts, 1. Cor.i13,10, concludes 
thus in ver.lalt ; Covet carneftly the beft gift, and yet Punto 
you a mare cxcellent way: And what was that more exce:lent way, . 
bur the way of Chriftian love and charity, ‘of which he {peaks 
in the following Chapter: the which it wanting, though other- 
wife aman had the tongue of men and Angels, and the gift of 
Propbefie, and faith to remove monntains, yer he World be no~ 


thing, but asa founding brafs, or a tinkling Cymbal, 1 Cor. 13. 


1, 2, 
But -3. whereas it is-demanded; what have they more of 


the Spirit who are baptized, then thofe whoare nor? Thongh. 
} believe they will not boaftof their meafures of the Spirit, yee 
I dare fay, that if they have nota greater prefence of the Spi- 
rit with them then others have, 10 acquaint them with tbe things 
freely given them of God, te mortifie the decds of t he body, so laft 
againgt the deeds of the flefo,to crucifie their ffellions and lafts se 


the old world, s0 guid thom in the, Weyer of 


by 
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Avlwer. 
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firmisian in them to fuffer, and to fup. 
pore them ia rightcoufnesg fake, and to All them 
with chat joy and peace, which is unfpeakable, and full of glo- 
ry; itis. nat becaule thete and the like bleffed effeAs of the Spiri’, 
are not dedacible from Go! by baprifm, if rightly improved, 
but itis, beesufe they cither rcft in the work done, or-do not 
exercife faith about the O-dinance, and the promife of God an- 
nexed toit, or eliedgnot frequently and ferioufly apply them. 
felves to. God for chefe fupply<s from it, nog ftudy how they 
may alitheir dayes make the belt improvement of it: for other- 
wite,this O..dinanee is. not barren,nor is that a vain word which 
of the Spirit that obey God berein, Indecd-Bap- 
rif doth not procure thefe by any natural efficiency, or 
by the work done, neither indeed doth any other Ordinance of 
the Gofpel ; but in amoral way, If then there be thac an/wer of 
a geod confeience, Joyoed with it, of which Peter (peaks, it 
will doub:lefs, give a.good account of it feif, as touching both 
what and whofeitis. Let any mans heart but ferve him too- 
bey God in this Ocdinance of his, and he will find himfelf up- 


on better terms of confidnce towards God, to expec? larger 


receptions from him then before he could do, elpecially while 
he was under any jealoufie of mind, Icft he had not as yet fought 
fuch and iuch grace at his hand, alter the due order of the Gofpch 
I perceive alfo, that many {iumble at this tone, as to con- 
ceive, as if Baprifm were aa Ordinance and Adminiltiation 
peculiar only uncothe fi {t times of the Gofpel, and not ro con. 
tinue longer, then whileltthe fii Plantation of Chu ches by 
the Apoliles was inhand- 
Towards the removing of which {tumbling block, Isid in 
their way by Satan, I will not fay much in more then what I 
have faid, chough much more might readily be prodnecd: on that 
account, But I would demand of che confciences of {uch, wher 
ther Baptifm were ever at any time an Ordinance of the New 
Teftament of Jefus Canit or no? And whether that New 
Teftament in whieh Baptifm hath its place & tanding, were not 
the lat Willand Teitament of Chrilt? And if fo, as I fuppofe 
it-will not bedenied fo co have beens then whether it be not 
intolerable prefumption and boldnefs for any man to alter | 
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fat Will and Teftament of che Lord, and to wipe out Bapti{ar 


which he hath left as pare of the Legacy of his Church and peo- 
ple? The Apoltle faith, Thowgh & be but 4 man: tefament, yer 
af it be confirmed, 20 man difanwilech, or adderh thereto, Gal.3us, 
~ And fhould vain man make more bold with his Redeemer and 
Soveraign Lord, by whom he mutt be fhorrly judged, then the 
mott ordinary ingenuity will {uffer him todo with men, when 
th-y are dead and gone? Or if they will fay, that Chrit JAfus 
himfelf hath made any alceration in this behalf, or that he ever 
did approrriate Baptilm to the elder brethren, viz. the primi- 
tive believers, with the exclufion of che ree brethren, to 
wit, thofe o:her belic vers, which in their breve ve generations 
have been, are, and fhall’be Partakers of like precious faith, and 
of the fame common falvation with them, |.t them fhew it, be- 
fore they req aire our belief of i*. | ) 

Bur it they will believe ie Chrift himfelf, (which is fare 
to be believed before them) she-teftifies concerning fuch Do- 
rines, Rules, Precepts, Laws, and Ordinanecs, 2s thofé Pti- 
“mitive and Apoftolical Churches then tad and did enjoy, 
that they fhould bs HELD FAST bythe Ghurches, and con. 
tinued inthe Churches, UNTIL BE COME; dix, umil he 
come again at the end of the world for thac was his jun@i. 
on which hedaid wpon thotefaichtul oneglof the Church of 
atira in oppofition who bad begun ‘and 
degenerate dato Corcupt principles and dottrines, Revel, 
34,25. But unto you I fay, and antoche ref in Thyasiva, 
as many as have not this doflrine, amd Which have not knows the 
depths of Satan, aa they /peaky pat upon you none other 
burden, but that Which ye bade already FAST TIL’ 
I COME. Sve the like concerning the Church of 
Revel, 3.3. and the Church of Philadelphia, Revel, 3,11, 
and the Charch of the Tbe[[alonians, 2 2.15. How- 
ever others ‘were lookitig atcer ‘cther doctribes theh what 
they had been taught by Chitty oF by his Apotties, ‘yer he, 
Asfor you thac have nor this dotttine, “thac are Nor yet Core 
rupted wi:hany new dorine, ‘ho futther bur- 
den apon you, thea the keeping of thoft thinks which ‘you 


have beenalready taught, and ‘but as for 
id 


- 
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{aid he, Hold them faft til As. it was the will aod, 
Command of Chrift, thac thac Church..io. the {ocecflien of 
-its members, fhould bave continued a pure and .ancorrupted 
Chareh until he theuld come,agsin, fo it was his will ike. 
wife, that what ever Ordinances they then hid, (and furcly 
Bapti(m was not yet sccording to our Adverfaries 
opimon, th® Apoiile job» being get slive,) the fame. 


were to be held falt by chem, in che pure ule of them, even until 
his fecond coming alfo. 


For Gefp.1 Ordinances, (among which Baptifo at leat 

in the Apoltles dayes, is acknowledged to be one,) did not 
die with the Apoltles, but as the Apoltles were to teach o- 
chers the famethings they them{clves had learned from Chrilt, 
(Teaching them to obferve all things Whatfoever have 


manded you, Matth, 28. 20.) So thofe that fucceeded the A- 
poltles, were te tranimit and carry over the fame things to °- 


thers that fhould come afcer them, which they themfelves had 


learned from the Apofiies. And not only fo, but thofe alfo of 
the fecond remove from the A $, were to hand over the 


fame chings tothe next Gencration to them, and fo from one 
generation to another, till Chrift fhall come again to put an 
end to this Gofpel miniftration, as st his firlt coming he did 
putaperiod co the Legal. The things that thon baft beard of 
me among many Witne[[es, the fame commit thon to 
men, Who foall be able to teach others alfo, 2 Tim.2.% ult 
a8it was in J/rael of old, wha God had firlt given them the 
Law and the Ordinanc.s thereof by the Miniitry of Adefes:. 
thofe Ordinances did nor ceafe when AZofes cealed to be any 
more them, bot one gemeration was to inftrn@ and 
teach another the knowledge and obfervation of thofe Laws 
and O;dinances, until the coming of Chrift in the fleth, P/a/. 


78.5,6.7. For be eftablifoed a teftimony in Jacob, and a 
pointed « Law in Ifrael, 


that they foould make them known to their children as Me 
arile them to theirs 


beir be orget 


Commandmints, The Will and Te- 
Rament 
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ftament of Chfift then, being ratified in his blood,’ ind con: 
firmed by his death, 1 Cor.11.25. Hebi9 16,17. He that thall 
go about to difanol or alcer it, to put out and pat in at his ples- 
{ure ; and tofsy this part of it remains in force, and that does 
not, as touching (uch things asst the firlt were enjoyned Chri- 
ftians 9s Chriftisns; though it thould be Panx/ himflf, or an 
Angel from Heaven that fhould doit, the Apoltles would have 
fuch an one to be elteemed aceurfed, Ga/.1.8,9. Rev. 22.18, 19, 
And there is great reafon why the Spirit of God, and the 
Servanes of God, fhould be fo fevere agsinit chofe alterations 
inthe Wil Teftamenc of Jcfus Chrift, which perhaps fome 
men may count matters of no grest momenr, becaufe by weak- 
ning che Authority of any one Ordinance of Jefus Chrilt in the 
minds of men, the whole Gofpel is in daager ot being thereby 
undermined, sstouchingits credit and suthocity with them: 
the faying is in the civil Law, He that hath wronged one, 
bath threatncd many: Ortather as the Apoltle James hath it, 
jam. 2.10. Whofoever foall keep the Whole Law, and yet offend 
in one point, guilty of alls So verily, they whoever they 
be, chat deny the continuation of Baprifm in the'Church, do 
inc deny a!l che O:dinances of che Gofpel, yea, and the 
Gofpel it felf too,(as too many now a dayes have done; who at 
firft began, but where thofe Antibsptifts do begin,) becanfe all 
the relt, both Doétrine snd Ordinances, ftand bur upon che 
fime foundation, and by the fame authority as Beprifm ic felfe 
doss: And he that thinks he may mike bold to flight the one, 
hath as much teifon (which is none at ‘all duly {0 called } to 
proceed to defpife the orher ; and it is athoufand ta ofte, burif 
the Devil be too hard for him in the one, he will not leave “him 
till he hath brought himtothe other, 
And therefore ro fuch as are mbling and tampering with 
this or any other facred O:dinance of Jefus Chrift, by way of 
queftioning its authority and perpetuity ; my advice to fuch 
fhall be in this cafe, the fame which Solomon pives in another, 
Prov. 17.14. The beginning of firife, as Whew one ous 
Waser ; therefore leave off contention, before it be medled with ; 
Ceafe becimes all your queftioning of, quarreling and ‘conten- 


ding sgainkt this Ordinance of Baptifm, or any other divine fc- 


. 
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flitution: For if you once give liberty and way toyour felves, 
to queltion the Divinity, Authority, or Perpetuity of any one 
Ordinance of Jetus Chrift, you no more know where you 
fhall make an end, then he that opens a little breach to the 
Sca, knows what its progrefs will be, or how far it will {pread, 
Let this then {uffice, as touching the refolution of that que- 
{tion, viz. whether it be neceffary for fuch perfons tobe bap- 
tized, as have of a long time been profefiors of the Gofpel, 


they not having been baptized fooner, as they ought to have 
becne | 


a Word of advice to [uch Whe are baptized, to ine 
corporate themfelves in a Way of (burch 
Fellowfoip, With only Whe are 

| bapt.zedal/e. 


Aving already proved Infant-baprifm unlawful, and fo 
a nullity to every one chit in their Nonage have received 
it; aslikewifethat it's cherctore the duty of men fearing God, 
not to fatisfie themfelves withthat Baprifm, as if thet would 
pafs for currant obedience with God, who rcquires a volunta- 
{ubjeétion to his coun{cl in that Ordinance; and having fur- 
ther evinced, that a mans pre-ingagement in the Chriftian pro- 
feflion, is no bar again(t his taking up this Ordinance, 
not formerly done it; 1 fhall now for aclofe, offer a word 
advicctothofe who have lilted themfelves under the Command 
of Chrift Jefus in this Ordinance, touching the difpofal of 
themfelves forthe future in Church-Communion, unto which 
Baptifm hath been wont cebe preparatory, 
Now the queftion will be, whether perfons whofe con{cie 
having prompt them to take up Lapeifm, may nor fill continue 
their wonced Crurch- communion,» ith chole whofe judgments 
Randing ingeged another way, will not fuffer them herein to ac- 
cord with thea? I mult contefs for my own parr, fhould my ir- 
cligation and difpolation be made Judge in the cafe, confi- 
dered by it felt, and as un-influenced by myreafon, Judgment 
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and conleience other wile, it rejoycingly, without ths 
leat demur, refolve it in the affirmative. Yet when I conf 
der what reafons and motives are found io the other baMance, 
J mult acknowledge, my reafon and judgment carry ic againg 
my affection, to give my adyicein the negative: which rei 
fons, motives, or confiderations, are thefe, and fuch asthefe 


which here follow. 


t. Becaufe Baptifm is one of the foundation Do@rines upon, 
which s right conftituced Church is builr. That the Doarire 
of che Apoltles and Prophets is the foundation of a Church of 
Chrilt, in which himfelf is the ebief corner-ftone, is evident 
from what the Apoltle aflerts concerning the Church of Epbee 
fusinthis behalte, Ephe/, 2.19,30. Now therefore, ye are me 
more firangers and forrainers,out Fehowecitizens With the Sainte, 
and of the houfbold of God, and are built. upon the foundation of 
the Apoftles and Prophets, Fefus (hrift bimfélf being the chief 

Now if it be demanded, what Do@trines of Chrilt ,& of his Aper 
ites chey are, which are the feundation of a Church?(for itis in 
reipe& of cheir Dectrine,I conceive,that tho Apolties are called, 
_ the foundation, ) we fiad chem particularly reckongd up by 

the Apoftle, as chofe upon which theChurch of the Hebrews was 
built, (which was indeed the fir Church of Chrift conttituted 
by the Apoftles, whileft chey-were yet together, prefeatly ee | 
the Afcenfion of Chrilt ; and therefore a rule and pattern (o 
fucceeding Churches,) and they are thefe, Hrb.6. 1,2, Therese 
fore leaving the Principles of the Dottrine of (drift, let us go ow 
to perfection, mot laying again th FOUNDATION of. repene 
tance froms dead Works, andof faith towards God, of the Dottrines 
Baptifons, and of the laying on of bands, andof of 

the dead, and of eternal judgement, Now © this enumeration 
of foundation do@rines, we have bsptifin ia che lift, as well 
ts repentance from dead works, and faith towardsGod, andfo 
thereft. Whenche Apoltlefaid, not laying again the founda. 
tionet repentance, it de hertby thar repentance, 
faith, baptifm, &c. had been formerly asthe foundation. 


of that Hebrew Church, ‘for Hebrews 


—_ 
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may fee Chap. 3.6. and 10.24.35. and 13.7,17.24. 

Jt thenthe Do&trine of Baprifm przttically imbraced, was 
apart of the foundation of the firlt Churches, which were moft 
exidtly built according tothe dircCtion of Chrift Jefus himfelt, 
whote houfe they were, and chat it wasthe DoGrine of the 
Apoltie:, thar fo 1. fhould be, for fo I conceive it ws, in which 
reipect Baptifm, as the rclt there mentioned, is cailed both do- 

Grine and foundation, #.¢. a foundation lsid according to do. 
Give: I fay, thisconfidered, it neerly concerns all chofe that 
pot to their hands to and conoltimmte a Church arto Chrift, 
tado what ever they dothere in as much as in them lics, accorde 
ingtothe Original Pattern given by God, and that in building 
they leave out no part of his foundation. Ozher foundations 
(iath che Apcftle {peaking of Church-building ) can no man /ay, 
shen that laid, Which Chrift, 1 Cor. 3.11. thatis, }c- 
ics Chriftin hisdoftrine; for he that abideth in the Dottrine 
of Chrift, bath Chrif, as be that abideth not in bis Dottrine, 
hath bims not, 2fokn 9. Accordingto which, we may allofay, 
~~ that they.who lay not the Dc@rine of Chrilt for a foundation, 
do not lay Chrift for the foundation, Upon which account, st: 
monelt others, the Synagogue of Rome is denyed tobe a true 
Charch, though Chrift in his Perfon is owned amongft them. 
Bot when I fay, Chrift in his Dottrine is the foundation, other 
then which no map can tay, I do not mean Chrift in all and eves 
ry of his Doctrines, as it there could be no true foundation 
where every Do@rine of Chrift is not received | but according 
to the Apoltiein this behalf, I mean Chrift in fuch of his Do- 
&.ines, which are called the Principles of the Do€trine of Chrift, 
or the beginning Word of Chrilt; which principles, are called 
the foundation, Heb, 6.1,2., This then being che foundation 
laid by the Apoftles, other foundation, faid he, can no man lay, 
with any commiffiea or approbationfrom God, 

We know when Ado/es wasto build a Tabernacle unto God, 
his (tri charge from God, was to doevery.thing there about 
accarding ¢o the pactern which God had thewed him: Look, 
faith he, that; thon make shem after their pattern, Which was 
fated thee in the Mount, Exod,25.40. And fo afterwards, 


when Selomen was co Quild a Icmpleto God, he likewife. was 


to. 
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todo it according to the pattern Which David bad received by the 
Spirit, asicis{ud, and Which be was made to under fpand in Wrie 
ting, by the hand of God bim, 1 Chron. 28. 11,12,19. And 
doubtlefs chere is not lefs exactnefs, fedulity, and circum{pe. 
Aion to be ufed now in times of the Goipel in building a fpiri- 
tual houfe unto God, then was under the Law in thofe that 
were typical. For as Chrift is faithful io all his houfe, i, ¢, 
in all things belonging to his heufe, as was A4o/e:, Heb, 3,2, 
viz, in his dire€tions how he would have it built, and the af. 
tri:s thereof ordered, as he received of his Father, fo ought the 
fervants of Chrilt co be as faithful alfo in following their Ori- 
ginal pattern. For that exactnefs under the Law, ferved as an 


example or fhadow of Heavenly things, 4. ¢. {piritual or Gof- 


pel chings, Heb,8.5. Whoferve unto the and foadow o 
cf Ged 


heavenly things, as Mofes was admonifbed When he was 
about to makethe Tabernacle: For fee-(faith he) thatthon make 
all things according to the patsern (bewed to thee on the Monnt, 

2. Asit wasa Do@rine of Chrilt, delivered by the Apoftles,. 
thac Churches (hould be founded upon Baprifm as well as other 
principles of the Doétrine of Chriff ; that is, that men fhould 
firlt be baptized, amd then affociate themfelves in Church Bo- 
dies; fointhe fecond plice, we fhall find it to have been the 
prattife of believers, and fuch as themf{clves to 
the Do@rine. of the Golpel in the Apoltles ame. The firlt 
Church that was ere€ted by the Apofiles, I mean the Church 
at Jerufalem, obferved this method, Als 2. 40,43. Thofe thar 
gladly received his Word, Were baptized, and here upon the fame 

Were added to them, viz. to the Apoltles, and other Difci- 


da 
ples, abont three thonfand fonls : and then it follows, that they 
continued fledfaft inthe eApoftles Dolrineand andin. 


breaking of bread, and in prayers. 4». They gladly received » 
2. Were baptised: 3. Were added tothe Church, 
4. Continued in the Apoftles Doétrine and Fellowtbip, and in 
breaking of bread and prayers.So,that as their 
the word, preceded their baptifm, fo did their baprifm in refpect 
of order, precede. their addition to that particular body of . 
Chriftians, and their communion and fellewthip togethes in. 
the Ordinances of the Gofpel, as breaking of 
V3. 


2. 

t 
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The Apoftle gives thanks to Gad in the bchalf of the belie. 
ving Remass: For thatthough they had been she fervanss o 
fin, yet from the beart that form of Dotlrine Whereto 


they Were delivered, a8 it is in the Marginal reading, s.¢. unto 
the profe flion and pra@ice of which they were delivered, when 
they firitrurned Chriffians, & were baptized, Rom.6.17. For that 
now is evident,that What ever this form of Doftrine was, it was 
fach do@trine as was firft taught them, & believed & obeyed 


by chem upon their becoming Chrifian:. For it was at chat 


time in which they ceafed to be any longer the fervanrs of fin, 
and did become the Servants of righteoufnefs,( which mult needs 
be the cime of their converfion) in which they are {aid to have 
obeyed that Form of Doétrine. Now what reafonably can be 
imagined to be the forme of dorine here {poken of, which 
wes fubjjected to at their firft converfion, but chac which the 
Scripture elfewhere calls, (as we have already noted) the be- 
ginning dotrine of Chrilt, or the Principles of the Drétrine of 
Cbrift, or that Syfteme, body, or platform of doétrine which 
was made up of thofe fix Principles, wherein men were firkt 
inftru&ted, and which were laid as a foundation of what ever 
might be called a progrefs in Chriftianity afterwards? Heb.6.1; 
2. Thefe delieving Romans then, did not only obey the dotrine 
of the Gofpel imply confidered, and in the general, but alfo in 
the formality ef it, or according to that method and order which 
does appertain to the laws & precepts of it, of which an account 
wis before given. That believers were baptized before their 
admittance into ( barch communion, and in order to it, is clear 
enough ; but that any were admitted to Church. bee 
fore Baptifm in the Primitive times, is athing which tome no 
where appears from the Scripture, but is a thing void of, pree 
cept or example from Scriprare, in thofe that now practife 
| 


it. 

If then it was the praétife of believers in the firft times of 
the Gofpel, to affociate themfelves in Church-Felowfip, with 
fuch only‘who were baptized; a great inducement deubtiets it 
ought to be, to all Cbriftiass now to go and dolikewife. For 
the Scripture-injun@ion is, 7° wall in the way of good men, 
and to agep inthe path ef sherighteons, Prov.2.20, To be folew- 
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ers of them Whe rhrengh faith and patience inberit the promifes, 
Heb.6.13. To mark shem Which Walked as the Apoftles walked, 
a baving them fer an 1 Cor.11.1. And it 
was the great praife of the Church of the Theffalonian>, thar 
they made the Churches of Judea, (which were (bwrches of the 
firft Plantation, ) thélr pattern and example, 1 Fon 
ye, brethren, became followers of the Churches of God, Which 
in Judea are in Chrift jefus, Gc, and what was praife- 
worthy in that Cbarch, will be commendableto any Charch 
now. | 
3. None are in a due and regular capacity of holding Charch- 
Communion witha particular Church in het appropriate privi- 
ledges,, who are not regularly vifible members of the univerfal 
Charch: as no man is ina due cipacity of being a member of 
& particular in a Nation, who nor being free- 
born, is not firft made a free Denizen of that Nation. For 
particular Churches receive their reipecive from 
- Univerfal, as particular Rivers receive theirs from che 
That Baptifm is the Ordinance of vifible initiation or ad- 
miffion into the univerfal Church of Chriff, isa thing which 
ome. hath been acknowledged,and is by Pedobaptitts them- 
ves conftanrly afferced, and is that which I have already pro- 
ved in the former pare of this Trearife from 1 Cor.12.13. Rom. 
6.3. and Gal.3.27. to which I refer che Reader for fatisfaftion 
herein. What perfons are, or may be in Gods account 
ind acceptation, upon account of their faith and repentance, 
&c. preceding their baptifm, is not the ching in qu:{tion, (if it 
were, I hope J fhould not be found too narrow and ftraight, ia 
my Chriftian allowance as unto that,) bate chequeftionis, whac 
they are vifibly unto men, when they make a sadgement of 
them according to rule. And if Baptifm be the mzansof vilt- 
ble admiffion into che Charch, and of viGbleingrafiing into 
Corift, then this ead is not core expedted without this means, 
where there is opporcunity of making ufe of it} God never be- 
ing ufed to vouchiatethingsin an extraordinary way, when or- 
dinary means are at hand, and neglected; and confeqaently, 
that none are to be looked uponas regularly viltble members, 
no . 
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no not of the Univerial are not bap:iz d. For 
men are not cotheir own hiberty herein, but are tied up toa 
rule to judg by. And indeed fhould there not be a certain {tand- 
ing rvle, fuch as Baptifm is, by which to determine when men - 
are vilibly of the Church unive:fal, and whennot, there would 
be a great deal of uncertainty, by whar, how, and when to 
elteem them members thereof, 
Should we make any thing elfe the rule of this Judgement, 
we fhou'd find our felvesat a frange lofs togive right judge- 
ment herein. Forexample, Should we mzke a mins profefii- 
on of the Chriftiaa Religion in general thisrule; then ibe que- 
ftion willbe, whether every profeffion of the (briftian Reli- 
gion does render @.man reputably a member of the univerfal 
Church ? If not (as 1 fuppofe it will net be afferted that ic doth) 
then the queftion will be, to what degree a man mult profels — 
before he be worthy that denominarion ?, And who is ablc here 
to givethe rule unto his brother ? yea, or unto. himfelt exber ? 
but that ‘he will be in danger of it coo high, or coolow, 
too narrow, or too wide. But now, if we take the rule which 
God hath fitted to our hands, ( Bapeffm I mean) we fhall then 
find our felves delivered from thofe uncertainties , difficulties, 
and dif-fatistaftions, yea from that un-evangelical acbicrarinefs 
in the things of God, which otherwife will of nce fiity 
unavoidably befall us herein, For according to Scripture sale, 
all they, and only they are to be efteemed vifibly of the univer 
fal (burch, who fofar profefs repentance from dead works, 
faith towards God, and the reft of the foundation principles, 
as thereupon co fubmit to the Ordinance of Baprifm, as engae 
ging theafelyes thereby, tobe mo longer the fervants of fin, but 
thenccforth the fervans of Jefus Chrift, and of righteou{nels 


I thall not here repeat the proot of this, you have it alret 


Af thennoneare tobe efteemed as vifible members of the 
univerfs] Cbareb, bat only fuch as are baptized, then none but 
fuch as are baptized may be admitted as members of 2 particular 
Church, For.it is altogether irregular, indeed ablurd, to sdmit 
Bay into particular Charch-Felowfip, who are not firlt vifibly 
of the Univerial ; becaute particular 


| 
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fo particular Churchemembers, their right ef being fack, 


of and trom the Univerfal Church, and from that precedence 


ftanding they had there as branches and members of it. As 
the {pecial mult and doth agree with the general kind in the ge- 
neral nature of it, or elfe it is no {pecial of that general, ss Loe 
gicians {peak ; So.muft.a particular Church agree with the uni- 
verfal, in the univerfal nature of it, otherwife itis no particular 
of the Univerfal, but is fomething of another kind. But now 
Baptifm is fo effzntishly, formally, and univertally neceflary to 
the vifikle being, (I. fay vifible being) of che univerfal (barch, 
and of every member of it, asthat it isthe diftinguifhing mark 
between thofe that are, and thofe thar, are nor vifibly of ic. For 
it isthat mean, or enly vifible door, by which vifioly men pals 
out of the world, into the Church, from under the dominion of 


_finand Satan, into che Rule and Government of Corif : 


That the Scrip:urcs do affigne this office unto Baptifm, 
formerly proved, as I fuppofe, and is.che vote and conceffion of 
all men generally, a few only excepted of thofe chat profeds 
Chriftianity, 14 the Scriptures do in any other quarters of them 
repeal chis mean, and ordain another in its ftead, or doafligne 
any other b:fidesthis to the fame fervice, I defire to be diretted 
therein chat I may know what it is, and where I may find it ; 
for I muft profefs my total ignorance of any fuch tbing. though 
Thave made diligent fearch forit. Nor is it indeed Gods way 
and method to leavy more means for the fame end, when one is 
every way fufficient; asI haveformerlyfhewed. - 
__Baptifn then being fo much of the general nature of the Char- 
chts vifible being, as that no.man. can according to Seripturc- 
rule, efteem any one duly and regularly a member thereof with- 
out its thofé particular Churches, or (bmrck-members then, 
that partake not hereof, cannot in due form of Evangelical Law, 
Nor according to the principles of reafon, be efteemed pacticu- 
cular Churches, or Church-members of the univerfal, bat either 
ofan other kind, or at she be of an an-evangclical form and 

_ 4 This being Gods method, order, and way of bringing mcn 
into the enjoyment of Charchecemmunion, ani Cbrrch privig 
ledges, vise theongh the door of Bapeiien 
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ebferved) this very method, and order of his, ouizht to be very 
{acted unto us, and inviolably obferved by us. For as God és the 
God of order, and not of confufion, fo he kath commanded us to 
do all things; (viz. which he hath commanded in (barche 
Affiits,) decently and in order, 1 Corii4.40 Now what isit 
to do all thingsin order ? but to do every ching in its due plsce, 
that ficlt, which in order of inftitution is firlt, and chat after. 
wards, which hath a relative dependance upon that which goes 
before. | 
There ig indeed a beautiful harmony, snd comely agreement 
between the wayes of fefus Chrif#, Ordinance and Ordinance, 
when each of them is obferved in that order that is proper to 
them, in which refpe@ I foppofe, the Tabernacle or Houfe of 
God of old, wascalled, the Beauty of boline/t, or the Ordinsn- 
nances thereof, she comely honours of the Sanftuary, as Matter 
Ainfworth cenders it; which yet were bwt a pattern of beaver. 
ly, i.e. Spiritual or Gofpel things, Heb. 9.23. and 8.5, The 
which {piritusl beauty, being beheld by the Apoltle in the Charch 
at Coloffe, he wasmuch taken therewith: Joying and bebolding 
your order, Colof. 2.5. Joying to behold yout 
my : which argues that this order of theirs wasa lovely cb- 
Jett 
And doubtlefs, it is 2 duty imcumbent upon everg one of them, 
who have devored themfelves to Fe/ws Chrift, andthe Affairs 
of his Gofpel, to endeavour as muchas in them lics, the honour 
of their Malter, and ofthe Affairsof his houfe: and therefore 
if there be any piece of comelinefs or beauty more in one way, 
then there is in another, (as dcublefs there is more in God’s ot- 
der and method, then there is in that which is but of man) it 
will well become the fervants of the Lord Jefus to be z¢2° 
lous of that. The belt way snd method ot ‘doing the belt 


things is to be coveted, as well as the belt things theme 
felves. 


And as it isa thing very well pleafiog unto God, to have his. 
own things donein his own way and order, fo it is a provoct- 
tion to him, to have his way and order negleéted, 20d another 
introduced inltead of it, yex, though fuch a diforder proceed 
from fo wickedintenr, cur from inadvertancie only, The Lord 


\ 
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our God (faith D avid) upon Ha, for that Wwe fough 
bim not after the due order, Chrom15.43. meaning in that 
Uzz«b,who did but touch che Ark, (out of an intent 
doubtlefs touphold it upon chefumbling of theOxen, Jother wife 
then Gods order was. And fhall we think that the fame Lord, 
eyes like a flame of fire, is notas jealous now for tha 
due order of the Gofpel, as he was forjche due order of the 
Law? And is chere nocthe fame reafon to fear, thacif any 
Church now fhull tranfgrefs the Laws of his Houfe, that they 
alfo fhall feel his hand in one kind or other, as well as they did 
intimes paft in like cafe? totheend, That al the Churches may 
know, that it % hethat fearcheth thereins, and the hearts, and 
that Wid give to every one according to bis works: i.c. thxt they 
may know, that he is anarrow Obferver of what is done in his 
Churches, Revel.2.33. 

Since then it wssthe Original Order of the Churches of 
Chrift, in the mid of ‘whom Chrift himfelfe walked, to ad- 
mit {uch only co their Church-Communion as had been bapti- 
zed, (and that as we have reafon to believe, according to what 
they had been caught by the Apoftles, who did appoing them — 
their order, of doing, as wel| as the things they were to do, 
Titet. 5. 2 Thef, 215. 1 Cor. 14, andit.3.) How does ir 
concern fuch as are ftudious of reducing thingsin the Worthip 
and Honfe of God to their primitive purity and beauty, to tread 
in their tteps, and not to deviate therc-from upon any pretence 
whatfoever, | 

It istrue, (as I obferyed beforeupon another oceafion) that 
it may fo fall out, chatin undertakings of reformation ani re- 
(titution of ordinaneesand worfhip from ander cheit corrup- 
tions and decayes, there may be an impoffibility, prec fely, and 
in allthings, to anfwer the original ufage, buc that through 
an indifpenfible neceffity, there will be in chefe reformers, fome 
variation either inthe Adminiftrator, or in fome ¢onfiderable 
cireumftance of the,adminiltration ; in refpe& of which indif- 
penfible necefficy, God accepts men ascording to What oppor- 
tunity they have, and notaccerding to What they bave not ; when 
they proceed according to che Rule and Original pattern, 10 the 
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in hand, po man amonpft Shey aved foff from a clofe con: 
formity to the original Order, by, any-abfoluce and indifpenfi. 
ble neceflity, or for want of opportunity, there. being a great 
variety of baptized Churches.io thefe dayes, amonglt whom 


baptized perfons may calt in their lot, and take out their portion 
of Chriftian Fellowfhip, and Communion. So that where 
there is a mingling of perfons baptiz:d, with fuch as are un- 
baptized in Church»Fellowfhip now amongft us, the depart. 
ing herein from the ancient Gofpel-order, is not by way of ne- 
cefficy (which according to the Proverb hath no Law) bur is 
meerly voluotary, and of choice, and therefore (fo far as I un. 
deiftand) inexcufable. 

I know indeed that fuch things as thefe, feem but little in 
{ome good mens eyes, (I fear much lefs then of right they ought ) 
who count men more nice then wife, who make a bufinefs of 
it co {tand upon fuch pundtillioes, Bat be it fo, that they are che 
leaft of many among the things of the Gofpx], yet why fhould 
they not have their (hare of re{pect smong{t men pe to 
wharcthey be? Whacdifpeniation hath any man tedefpife ot 
neglect the leat of thethings or wayes of Chrift Jefus becaufe 
they are little? The Jors and Tistl/es of the Law ( which were 
the it) were to have facred re{pe& amongt 
men, and to be obferved, AZatth.5.348. And though judg- 
ment, mercy, and faith, were the Weighty matters of the Law, and 
accordingly ought tobave been done, yet the paying tythe of mint, 
annife, and cummin, which were the lighter matters of the 
Law, ought not to have been left undone, AZarth. 23.23. 

And was the tythe of herbs, the jors and titt/esot the Law 
which came by Ado/es, to be duly cs and obferved ? and hall 
any of the things of the Gofpel which came by Jefus Chrift, be 
neglefted becaufe of their liclenefs? Thisis the proife of the 
faithful fervane, that he is faithful ina very littl. Luke 19.17. 
And ir is the pofitive conclufiog of Chri't himfelf, who-knows 
what is in man, and what are the principles of his actions; 
That be that is faithful in that which is leaft, ts faithful alfo in 
much: and be that. urjuft im the leaf, unjuff alfa in much, 
Luke16.10.. And therefore it concerns every man chat haths 
difice to approve himfelf faithful fervane in che account of his 
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Lord and Mafler Chrift Jefus, to make confcience éven of thefe 
things, Gofpeleorder Imean, how little foever otherwife they 
{cem to be in the eyes, whofe fight is fo bad as that chey can- 
not feefmall objets, or elfe they fo in-obfervant as chat they 
5. We know that none were to be admitted into the Paflover 
of old, but {uch who had been firlt circumcifed, Exod. 13. 48, 
And therefore if Baptifm bear the like relacion tothe Supper ef 
the Lord, as circumcifion did to the Paflover, (which yet is « 
thing generally acknowledged by all,) shen it follows, that as 
none uncircumcifed might be admited tothe Paffover, fo none 
undaptized may be admitted to the Supper of the Lord, and 
not to Church-communion whercof that is ipe- 
cial part. 
6. I demand, according to what rule or principle of reafon, 
judgment, or wifdome, any man is to fteer his courte in his {pi- 
rituat Affairs, in a way that is more dobious and dark, when 
hehath opportunity of proceeding therein upon terms of clear 
and certain fatisfaGtion, and fuch as are full of lights. In other 
cafes we fafpe& them who wait for she twielight, and unts 
Whoms the morning sas the foadow of death, as the Scripture /peakt, 
fob 20.15,17. Wheress onthe other fide, He that doth rightee . 
oufne/s cometh to the light, 3.21.. And whether thofe chat 
decline a more lightfome and clear way, and choofe that which 
ismore obfeure and dark, may. not resfonably be fufpected to 
have fome pra@ife to promote which holds a0 communion 
with the light, IJeave it to indifferent men .to be confidered, 
Doubtlefs it argues-a-diftempered-mind ina man, (that’s the 
beft you can make of it) when he choofes uncouth wayes, and 
unknown for h’s journy, whea he may have fuch as are ftraighr, 
now that the joyning together of baptized perions, wit 
baptized in was practi(ed in the Apoltol’- 
cal Churches, is athing fo-evident and clear, that I think none 
Willdcay; but that icisas clear, that bapcized and unbapuzed 
Perfons did in the Apoltles times incorporate themfelves taco 
Church bodies, I think none will sffi'm ; hewever it will be 
fonad there is no reafon fo to do. sr thereforenow for any 
1. 
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-gochnferather to joyn themfelves in Charch-ecommunion with 


unbaprized perfons, when they havea fair opportunity of affo- 
ciating chemifelves therein, with fuch as are baptized, isat the 
belt topreter uncertainty before certainty of Scripture-ground, 


in fo weighty a bufinefs 2s is thac of Church-Fellowfhip. And 


where thete isany flaw im the evideoes or ground upon which « 
man asin mactersof Religion, there will be a proportionable 
deduction of comfort and fpiritual joy in the doiag of the work; 
becaufe allthe joy and coirfort of any mans actions in Church. 
Affairs, (or indeed in any other ) does arife and .fpring, partly 
from the knowledge he hath that it is a work of Gods appro- 
ving, and partly from his confidence of his being accepted with 
God in the doing of it; the lacer of which takes not place withe 
out the former. 


But it may be fome will here objet and fay, That thovgh 
it do not lie fo fair and clear in the Scriptures with that degreo 
of evidence, that unbaptized perfons were admitted into 
Charch-Fellowfhip with thofe that were baptized, as it does 
appearthat mba ones held communion together, yet it does 
appear at lealt upon probable grounds, that unbaptized perfons, 
were Church.members with rhofe chat were biptized, io the 
Churches of Galatia,and Rome. For when the Apoltle faith, 
Gal.3.27. At many of you as have been baptized into (brift, 
bave put on Chriff, And again, Rom.6.3. Kmow ye not, that (0 
many of us as were baptized into fefus Chrift, were baptized in 
to bss death? Do not thefe Particles ot Speech, /o many of 
and a many of you, at bave been baptized, imply that there were 
fome in, and of thofe Churches that were not baptiz:d into 
Chrift ? For the form of Speech, and manner of Phrafe, here 
ufed by the Apoltle, is partitive, or diftributive, and fuppofes 
the perfons of whom he fpeaks, to be part of them baptiz:d,and 
part of them unbaprized. | 
To this I anfwer, That upon due confideration had of the 
manner of {peaking, Scope of the Apoltle, and the Collation 
of other Scriptures here with, it will appear, thac no {uch thing 
‘ean bedaly collected from the Scriptures mentioned, as is 
tended in the Objection. 

| 3. That 


| 
e4n/w, x. 
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1, That though this fork of els many of yon, 
and fo many of ws, Ce, iS fometime ufed in a partitive, or di- 
ftributive fence, and does denote 3 manifeft difference between 
the perfons of whom the predication is made, yet it isnot al- 
waycs fo ufed, nor does it alwayes import fuch 2 thing, 1 Tim. 
6.1, Let as many fervants as ave under the yoke, count their own 

Mafters Worthy of al honour, that the Name of God, and bus De- 
rine be not bla/pemed. Here we fee is the fame form of fpeak- 
ing with that mentiozed in the Objetion, But if we fhould 
underftand it in « partitive, or diftributive fence, then we muft 
fuppofe, that fome fervants only were under the yoke of fervi- 
tude, and thac others were not; and alfo, that the Apoftle 
would only have fome fervants ; viz. fuch as were under the 
yoke, tocount their Mafters worthy of all honour, bur chat he 
laid nofuch injunfion upon other fervants, both which were 
abfurd to imigine, But the Apoftles meaning, is, that all {er- 
vants, for as much as they are under the yoke, fhould exhibit 
all refpe€ts of honour to their Mafter, becoming fuch a rela- 

_ And thecefore in as much as this manner of expreffion is u- 
fed, fometimes diftributively, and fometimes colleftively, of 
all particulars to which itis applyed, that light by which we 
mult know when it isufed inthe one fence, and whenin the o- 
ther, mutt be had from the Context ‘atid Scope of che Sentericé 

2, And therefore, I anfwer further, that the Scope of ‘the 
Apoftle being confulted in the places mentioned ip the Objce 
Aion, it will eviden'ly appear, tharthe ‘inference made chence 
in the Obje@ion, is altogether groundléfs and 
For the Apoltle having faid, Gal.3.26.' Ye are all the children 
of God by faith in. Chriff Fefus, thofe words in ver. 27. viz. 
For as many of you ashave been baptized into (brit, have put 
on Chriff, are alledged by him, as, the reafon of whit he had 
faid before in chat ver. 26, ‘as hath becrropened more at large 
upon another occafion, in rhe former-partof this Treatife, Buc 
now if their putting on of Chrift'in Baptiffm, was a proof of 
their relation to God as children, “(as the Apoitle you {ce makes 
it to be,) then ‘that which hegivesin. by way of reafen ar; 

proof, 
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oof, thar they were.all Aa children of God by faith, would 
Pu very thort of this end, if only a partof the members of theic 
Churches had been baptized, andsotall. For though they who 
are baptized into Chrift, and have thereby put on Chrilt, are 
thereby evidenced to bethe children of Ged; yet how would 
it have followed, that they had been all the children of God by — 
faith upon that account, when only but a part of chem had been 
baptizec ? So that indeed, if you willunderftand this Scripture, 
as {uppofing fome part only of thefe Churches to be baptized, 
and another part unbaptized, you force amd faften apon the A- 
poftle a Solecifm in reafon, a grefs abfurdity, and piece of rie 
diculofity in his way of reafoning, as you will cafily perceive, 
if you do but put the matter of his words fo underftood, into a 
Syllogi{m which then muft run thus. 
If fomeot you only have been baptized into Chrift, and have 
thereby put on Chrift, then you are all the children of God by 
faith in Chrift Jefus. Bur fome of you only have been bapti- 
zed into Chrift, and have thereby put on Chrilt, Ergo, youre 
all the children of God by faith in Chrift Jefus. To underftand 
then the Apoftlein fiuch a diftributive fence as that is for which 
the Objection pleads, is to deale by the Apoftles argument snd 
realon, as Manus did by Davids Mefcngers, when he cut off 
cheir garments to their buttocks, and to render it altogether in. 
adequate to his Scope and purpofe. Whereasto underftand 
jis as many of you, in acollective fence for all the indivi. 
dual and particular members of thofe Churches, is to render 
_ the Apofiles argumentation comprehenfive of its end, corre. 
fpondent to its Scope, and as hitting the mark. For if their bee 
ing baptized into Chrift, was a proof of their Sonthip to God, 
(in the fence formerly declared } then he might well conclude 
themall, (and not fome of them only) to be the children of 
God by faith in Chrift, in as much they had been all baptized 


into Chrilt Jefus. 

The Scope of that place likewife, Rew.6. 3. will not admit 
of a diftributivefenceof rhofe words, Know you not, shat fo 
many of us, a2 Were baptized into Chrift jefus, were baptized 
imte bie death? For the Apoltles preffing the great doty of 
Mcrtification upon this whole Church at Acme, he is co mak 


his 


. 


his exhortation the more them how they 
engaged themfelves to the practife thereof by their Baptifm, 
upon which account he does énforce it upon them as you may 
perceive, if you carry your eye along from ver. 3. tothe 13. 
So that you mult fuppofe the Apoftles ground or reafon of his 
Exhortation, tobe of as large an extent as his Exhortation ir 
felf, otherwife yourefle& difparagement upon the wildom of 
the Apoltle, that would ufe fuch an A:gumenc to perfwade the 
whole Church, which concerned only but apartot them. But 
now if you will fuppofe the Apoftles founda:ion {fuicable to his 
building, and fuch as would bear it ; chen you mult conclude, 
that as the whole Church of Rome is perf{waded to mortificati- 
on upon the account of rheirengagement thereunco in and by 
their Baptifm, fo alfo that che whole Church had formerly put 
themfelves under fuch an engagement by their Baptifm, and 
Lae thatthe whole Church was baptized, | 

3. Laltly, befides all this, fuch a fuppofition chat thefe Chur- 
ches did confift partly of perfons unbsptized, as well as of 
thofe that had been baptized, does crofs thofe other Scriptures, 
by which we have proved that none doe duly in a vifible way 
enter into the univerfal Church, much lefs into a particular 
Church, which is fubordinate thereunto, bur by the door, or 
through the water of Baprifm: The Apoftle doth not fiy, that 
fome are, but that are baptiaed into one body, i,¢. into one 
Church body, 1 Cor, 13, 13. | 


2. Orhers they objeé further chus: That fuch perfons as 
have repented, and do believe, and which are fan¢tified, arc fit 
matter whereof to make a Church, and accordingly are 
to be admitted into Church- Fellowfhip ; for the Chriftian 
Churches in the Apoftles tim:s, are deferibed to be fuch as 
are fanttified in Chrift Fe/us, called to be Saints, Rom. 1.7, 
(Cor.1.®, and fometimes the faithful in Chrift je/us, Ephef, 1, 
1, and the faithful brethren in Chrift, Col. And there- 
fore, inasmuch many of thofe, who though they have not 
been baptized fioce they believed, yer being godly fanttified 
Perfons, and in that refpect fit matter whereok to make Churche 
members,’ ought to be admitted into Church: Fellowthip 
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their defire, their non-Baptifm notwithftanding. 

To this I anfwer by diftinguifhing of fitnefs in men to make 
Church-Members, and of their right therennto upon that fitnefs, 
There is a mediste and an immediate fitnefs in men for Charch- 
Memberfhip ( for though thefe wordsand phrafes are not found 
inthe Scripture, yet we lhall find the mateer of this diftinétion 
there. ) | 

That which I call an immediate fitnefs, is fuch a qualification, 
which does dire@ly difpofe a man for, and render him regularly ca- 
pable of admiffion into Church-fellowfbip, withoar any other 
thing intervening or coming between. 

That which I call a mediate fienefs,is fuch a qualification,by which 
aman is remotcly and toa degree, (yeait may 0¢ in all degrees, 
one onely excepted) rendred capable of fuch an admiffion as that. 
is of which we fpcak ; but yet fo, that fomething elfe, fome other 
qualification then any yet he is invefted with, muft intervene,betore 
he be regularly, compleatly, and according to Gofpel-order, caps- 
ble of that admiffion. According to thisla:cer acceptation or n0- 
tion of fitnefs, I do with all my heart acknowledg, rhat very many 
unbaptized perfons (as I count unbaprizid) are fit to make Church 
Members, that is, they are fo fit tor it, that there wants nething 
elf: to make them fit, but encly th. ir Baptifmal ubsdience, to wit, 
their fubje€tion to that pare of the Golpel which requires them 
to be bapt zed in the Name of the Lord lefus; unlefs it be the 
Impofition of hands alfo with prayer in order co their receiving 
a greater prefence of the Spirit, which according to che Primitive 
practice, was wont to follow Baptifm, 44s 8. 15,16, 17,and 39. 
5,6. Hebr.6.2. Wemay well fuppofe the perfons we fpeak 
of, to be as fit for Church Communion, as thofe converted Jews 
were, 4&5 2. and che Eunuch, the Jaylor, and others, were upon 
their repentance and bclief, before they were baptized. — 

But chat they are immediatly fie for admifsion into Church fel- 
lowthip by vertue of their repentance, faith,or {anétification with- 
out Baptifm, is that which hath been, and is {till denied, there be- 
ing no ruled cafe in Scripture to juftifie fuch an admilsion. What- 
ever the faith or holinefs of any man was before, yet his Baptifm 
did {till precede hig Church Memberfhip in the Primitive times, 
hath been before declared. Leta man inal) other refpects 
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ginable, be as fic as firnefs it felf can make him, to be the husband 
of fuch or fucha woman, yet he may not enjoy her asa man en. 
joys his wife, chis his ficnefs notwithftanding, untill the folemnities 
of Marriage are ip between them. In like manner may no 
man regularly and in due form of Gofpel- proceeding be admit- 
ed into Church-fellowfhip upon any account of fitnefs otherwife, 


if this fitting and preparatory qualification of Baptifm be want- 


ing ; in as much as God hath as well in{ticuted Baptilm as a means 


_ to bring men inco vifible communion with the body of Chrift 


which ts his Church, (1 Cor, 12. 13. Gal.3- 27.) as he hath in- 
fticuted marriage asa fitting means to bring man and woman in- 
oe civil Communion which is proper onely to man and 
wire, 
And whereas thofe Churches to which the Scripture quotati- 
ons mentioned in che Obje€tion relate, are deferibed, not by cheir 
being bapuzed into Chrift, but by their faith in him, and by cheir 
nctification or Saintthip ; I would to this fay chefe three things 
briefly, by way of anfwer. 4 | 
1. Though they are not deferibed by their being baptized, yer 
the perfons fo defcribed were baprized,as appears by other paffages 
inthofe.very Epiftles where che {aid de(criprions are, as Rom.6.3. 
(or. 12.13. Col.a.t2 Epb.4,5.and 5.26, compared with 
2. When they are faid to be fan@iified in Chrift Jefus, they are 
inclufively, or by way of implication {aid tobe baptized; as the 
mentioning an effect (uppofes irs caufe, fo does their fanctification 
fuppofe their being baptized ; becaufecheir Baptifm wasa {peci- 
all means of their tanétification. “Epbe/-5.26: The Apoftie {peak- 
ing of Chrift giving himfelf for his Church, faich, he did it, Tae 
he might andclean[e it, with thé wafbing of Water 
Bapti(a ) 6y the Word : The, Word snd Baptifm then, were 
two great Inftruments of their San@ification. And if you under- 
Rand by cheie being (an@tified, cheir bzing feparared from the reft 
of the woild, and fer apart or dedicated unto God ( which moft 
properly anfwers the notion of fan@tification) then cheir being faid 
to be fan@tifyed, may be underltood in refpet of cheie io 
{p-cial, chough not chat onely, becaufe by their Biprifm they were 
vifibly put into a new condition, into new relations, being 
| 2 thereby 
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thereby tranfmittted or carried over from the fellowthip of the 
world, into the fellowfhip of Chrift and of the Saints, and folemn. 
ly fet apart for the fervice of Chrift. 


3. The Reafon why the Apoftle deferibes thofe of the Churches 


_aforefaid, rather by their fanctification, then by their being baptiz. 


ed, was not (as may well be conceived) becaufe Baptifm was not 
pofitively neceflary asto thcir Church being, but becaufe fanétifi- 
cation was More comprehenfive of all particulars requifice, not 
onely to their being a Church fimply confidered as fuch, but 
alfo as unto the excellency of fucha being. For their fandti- 
fication (the thing by which they are defcribed) includes in it, 
both their Baprifm, and all other parts and degrees of chat qualift- 
cation, by which th: y were, or might have been, eminently the 
Churches of God : Whereas Baptifm being one of the principles or 
beginning Doétrines of Chrift, and fiich as which the Apofile leaves 
behind as it were, when he endeavours to advance the Hebrew 
Church to higher pesfections (Hebr.6.1,2,3-) if the Apoftle had 
deferibed chem by this, his defcription of chem would nave fallen 
beneath their qualifications, chey having now made fome progrels 
in Chriltianity when thofe Epiltles w. re written to them. 

Thele things then confidered, the Apoftle his deferibing the 


_ Churches to whom he wrote, by (uch qualifications wherein Bap- 


Objet. 3. 


tilt isnot particularly mentioned, willnot minifter any gt 
of making Church Members of fuch who are not baptized. 

3» Another Obje@ion (and indeed all chat I know further con- 
fiderable ) is this : The Apoftles exhortation to the Church at 
Rome was, thatthey would receive fuch as were but weak in the 
faith, to wit, fuchas erronioufly held it neecflary to abftain from 
fuch meats which in chemfelves were indifferent and lawfull to be 
uled, Rom,14.1,2. and if theit weaknels in the faith, or error in 
their knowledg hereabour, was no fofficient bar againft eheit ad- 
miffion into Church fellowdhip, then why (hould a like errot 
and weaknefs in men now.about Bapsifm be counted a fuffici- 
ent, aoa jal impediment to their admifsion into Church Com- 
munion 


For anfwer to this, feveral things may be confidered, by which — 
gradually we may come to a clear refolution and full fatistaction 
an the Cafe, as touching the invalidity of this Objection. « A 


j ‘ 


1. That as onthe one hand, it isnot every weakne(s in faith: 
or errour in knowledge about the things of the Goilpel, thar 
does exclude aman from (hurch»Felowfip, as appears by the 
Scripture now mentioned in the Obje@tion; fo onthe other 
hand, ic is mot every profeffion of the faith neither which men 
make, that does render them i capable of it. For then the 
worlt of men, if but making any kind of profeffion of the Chri- 
ftian Religion, fhould be admiitable into the Communion of 
Saints, which yecis a thing aleogether diffonant unto the Laws 
of Some crrours then mu't be acknow- 
Iedged to be in, fome men profefling the Gofpel, which do 
juttly debar chem from Church-commuanion, 

2. This being granted, in the next place, to the end men may 
be upon terms of certainty, as to know what errours they be, 
which do de jure exclude men from Church-Fellowfeip, and 
what do not; recourfe mult be had to fome fixed {tanding rule, 
by which to make a right jadgment in the cafe ; otherwife men 
will but rove at random, and be in danger of making fuch er. 
 rours exclafive of mens (barch-memberfhip which are not, as 
like wife of making the door of this admiffion wider then God 


hath made it. | | i | 
' That then which bethe {tandard, by and according 


ib whe to make aright judgment in the cefe, mult be thar 
thing what everit be, which isappointed by God asthe next 
and immediate means appropriately of mens vifible union with 
the Church: and the reafon hereof, is, becaufe as on the one 
hand, lefs then a mens coming up cothat mean whatever itbe, 
which is che immediate inlet into the Charch, cannot minilter 
ciher 2 right or opportunity of his being of the Church, fo 
onthe other hand, nothing more then this can be duly infilted 
on as abfolutely neceflary to make a man capable thereof: and 

therefore who ever actains thereto, cannot upon any account of — 
infirmities otherwife, be jaltly debarred bis communion with 


the Charch, | wey | 1 ig 
4. That thing then which is the appropriate and immediate 
means of a mans vifible entrance iato, and union with the 
Church, is ic being Bridge over which, or 


4 


118 } | 
the Gate through which ce declaredly pafs over from the 
friendfhip of the world, into the fellowthip of the Saints: 
this hath formerly been proved, and therefore needs not here 
tobe repeated. Itistruc indeed, Baptifm is properly the im- 
mediate means of admiffion into the univerfal Church, but 
whoever is by it duly made a member of the univerfal Church, 
hath thereby aright of adm:flion into a particular Church, and 
not otherwife. | 

§. Therefore in the place; If Baptifm duly adminiftred 
and received, or mens Coming up to the laws and terms of its 
due adminiftration, be the {tandard according to which men 
are to be judged meet, or unmeet for Church-communion, 
then it follows, chat whatever crrours or ipfirmities are in m-n, 
yct if they be not of that nature as to detain them from imbra- 
cing Baptilm on Scripture terms, thefe errours do not, cannot 


Jultly debarthemof Commanion withthe Church; and on the 


other hand, whatever other quallificacion there is in men to- 
wards the difpofing and fitting of them for Church communion, 
yet if chey be under the power and command of any {uch er- 
rour, which caufes them to refufe baptifm upon thefe terms, 
according to which, upon Scripture account it ought co be ad- 
miniltred, aad fo caufes them to fall hort of the formal! and 
immediace mean of their regular uoion, and vifible conjunction 
with che Church, that errour docs neceflarily deprive them 
4 of right and opportunity of being of the Church vili- 
he 

Thefe things then being duly confidered, we may eafily come 
to a tefolution about the two Cafes mentioned in the Obo- 
jetion, vic. Whether this errour about Bapti{a, of which we 
{peak, do:s no mors deprive men of a right of admiffion into 
C burch Fellow /bip, then that weaknefs in the faith did of which 
the Apoftle {peaks. For that error about abltaining from meats 
(which isthe weakoefs in the taith, of which the Apoltle there. 
ipeaks ) being an errour of thar nature only, which did not 


keep them that were under it from clofing wich Baptifaa asthe 
means of their union with the Church, (I mean, upon thofe 
terms according to which God had authorized the adminittra- 

tion 
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tion and reception of it,) bucthat they might, and did repent 
and believe the main Principles of the Gofpel, (the terms 
uallifying men for Baptifm, ) and did thereupon receive Bsp- 
tifm for slithis we:knefs of theirs: Hence it cameto pfs, that 
they were tobe admitted into Charch.commsunion, this weak- 
of theirs notwichltandiag. But now their errour about 
Baptifm of whom we fpeak, being an errour of thac nature, 
by which they are kept off from imbracing Baptifm upon Scrip 


. ture rerms, and fo of attaining to, and making ufe of that which 


isthe appropriate mean of their vifible union with the Charch,. 
thiserrour of theirs does ina dire way unavoidably cut them 
fhort both of right and opportunity of a regular admiffion into 
Church-Felowfhip. 

There being then fobroad a difference between the two er- 
rours compared in the ObjeCtion, as you (fee there is; the onc 
conlit.ng with, the other being repugnant to that very mean, 
without which a vifiole conjun@tion and union with the Church 
is not attainable on Scripture terms, ic therefore no wife fol- 
lows, that becaufe che one was-no juft impediment unco mens 
Church- Fellowfoip, that therefore the other isnot neither; for 
where things and cafes do really differ as thefe do, there the 
confequinces of thofe things cannot be the fame. 

Thus having finifhed my Anfwi:rs to thefe Objections, I 
fuppofe it doth appear by what hath been offered to confiderae 
tion on this behalf, thefe O>jections not wichftanding, chat per- 
fons baptized, refufing to joyn themfelves in Church-communi- 
on with thofe who are unbaptized, is not without fuch grounds 


which will render them approved in fo doing. 


ERRATA, | 
Age 6. 1.29. for, to, r. by. p.1@, 1s. is, 1611.3, for end, 
need, p.18, 1,19, fordifciples, read vifible members, p. 2,1. 33, 
for who, r.we, p.2t lear, 90. p. 22.1.3 3. for 
any, rimy. pe 84, 20. for dealings, r. declinings. p. 89,1. 7. 7. 0. P, 


91. l.g.rupon, pegz, |.38, omit, old. p.gz, 1.37, owsit, the deeds. 
omit, ins pte 9, 1,7, for, into,r, unto, p, 109,1, 39, bor, lights, re 


The End, 


